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UA 415/91 Torture/lLegal concerns 27 Novenber 1991

BURUNDI : Li bere Barankitse, trader
Li boi re Bucumi, enployee of Burundi Central Bank
Emmanuel Ciiza, construction technician
Ant oi ne Haboni mana, enpl oyee of Burundu Central Bank
Samuel Magenge, enpl oyee of Prince Regent Hospita
Coéme M nani, enployee at Bujumbura airport
W I 1iam Munyenbabazi, Director of PSTP Devel opnent Project
Charl es Miuringa, Miusaga zone | eader
Vi ncent Ndayi hebura, security guard
Severin Nsengi mana, enployee of Mnistry of Health
Fi del e Nt ezahorirwa, enployee of Mnistry of Interior
Phi |l i ppe Nzobonari ba, enployee of Martens Enterprise
Augustin Nzoji bwam , secondary school teacher

The 13 persons nanmed above are ampong several dozen nmenbers of the npjority Hutu ethnic
group arrested on 25 and 26 Novenber 1991 followi ng an attack by arnmed nmen on severa
mlitary and other installations between 23 and 26 Novenber 1991 in the capital

Buj unmbura. Those arrested are reportedly accused of having links with the attackers
who are said by the governnment to be rebels attenpting to seize power. The Burund
authorities are reported to have said that the attackers are nmenbers of an opposition
group known as the Parti pour la libération du peuple Hutu (PALI PEHUTU), Hutu People's
Li berati on People. A PALIPEHUTU | eader in exile has deni ed PALI PEHUTU i nvol venent in
the attacks. Those arrested are reported to be held at Mura nmilitary barracks and sone
Gendarnerie detention centres in Bujunmbura. Those singled out for arrest appear to be
wel | - known menbers of the Hutu community. They are not known to have been charged with
any specific offence.

There have been clains that sonme of those detained were arrested solely on the basis of
denunci ati ons, unsubstantiated by any other evidence, made by their nei ghbours accusing
t hem of possessing firearns. Sone of the denunciations are said to be based on persona

envy and hatred. Many of those arrested were reportedly subjected to severe beatings at
the tinme of their arrest and others were beaten again while in custody. |In sonme cases

some suspects were injured with bayonets.

Ammesty International is concerned that several dozen people have been arrested in

Buj unbura, many of them apparently follow ng uncorroborated denunciati ons nade by

nei ghbours. The organization is also concerned at reports that many of those arrested
have been severely beaten and injured with bayonets and ot her weapons. It is further
concerned that they may be held for | ong periods without charge or trial and without
havi ng the opportunity to challenge the |egal basis for their detention.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

About 100 Hutu have been arrested in Burundi since July 1991 in connection with all eged
attenpts by PALIPEHUTU to seek political change by violent nmeans. Sone of those
arrested have acknow edged that they support PALI PEHUTU but deny that they support

vi ol ence. PALI PEHUTU was fornmed in the early 1980s by nenbers of the ngjority Hutu



ethnic group living in exile, to canpaign against Burundi's dom nati on by nenbers of
the mnority Tutsi ethnic group. It is unclear whether PALIPEHUTU has been involved in
the recent violence. In August 1990 a group of armed nmen attacked Mabanda barracks in
the southern province of Makanba. A nunber of governnent soldiers and attackers were
killed in the attack and four of the attackers are still held without trial

Some of those arrested in recent nonths (especially those arrested in Septenber and
October) were Burundi refugees who had fled to neighbouring Tanzania foll ow ng

i nt ercomrunal disturbances or mass killings, notably in 1965, 1969, 1972 and 1988 and
who had recently returned to Burundi. At those tines thousands of Hutu were executed
extrajudicially by menmbers of the security forces which are dom nated by the Tutsi.
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Amesty International has received reports that nany of those arrested in recent nonths
have been subjected to beatings and even torture, both at the time of their arrest and
while in custody. Some victins of torture are reported to have had their genitals
pierced with sharp objects. Earlier in Novenber 1991 the Burundi authorities announced
that they were still holding nearly 60 people arrested in recent nonths and said they
were soon to be brought to trial. However, no dates have been announced for the trials
and it seenms that only a few of them have been charged with specific politica

of f ences.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters in FRENCH i f
possi bl e:

- expressing concern at reports that the persons nentioned above (nam ng sonme) were
arrested solely on the basis of denunciations made by their nei ghbours and that there
appears to be no material evidence of their involvenent in the violence which started
on 23 Novenber 1991 in Buj unbura,;

- inquiring whether they are still being held and if so, where they are held and which
authority is responsible for their detention, what the |egal basis for their detention
is and seeking assurances that they will not be kept in custody w thout being given an
opportunity to challenge the legal grounds for their detention before a court judge;

- expressing concern at reports that sonme of those arrested were subjected to severe
beati ngs and even torture by nmenbers of the security forces;

- inquiring whether the authorities have investigated these reports and, if they have
not, urging themto set up an independent and inpartial investigation into allegations
of torture and other forns of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment and to bring those
found to be responsible to justice;

- requesting the authorities to issue clear public instructions to all nmenbers of the
security forces that torture and the beating of prisoners are violations of human
rights and crimnal offences, and that those found responsible for such abuses will be
brought to justice;

- urging the authorities to ensure that all those arrested solely because of their
ethnic origin, social standing or uncorroborated denunciations are rel eased w t hout
del ay and that any others, against whomcrimnal charges are to be brought, are all owed
| egal counsel and are referred to the procuracy with a view to bringing thempronptly
to trial.

APPEALS TO

1. President:
Son Excel | ence Monsi eur | e Président



Maj or Pierre Buyoya
Prési dent de | a République
Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 1870,

Buj unbur a, République du Burundi

Tel egrams: President Buyoya, Bujunbura, Burundi
Tel exes: 5039 presibu bdi or 5049 md bdi

2. Prine Mnister:
Monsi eur Adrien Sibomana

Premier Mnistre et Mnistre de |a Planification
Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 1870

Buj unbur a, République du Burundi

Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre Sibomana, Bujunbura,
Tel exes: 5039 presibu bdi

3. Mnister of Justice:

Monsi eur Sébastien Nt ahuga

M nistre de la Justice

M nistere de | a Justice

BP 1880

Buj unbur a, République du Burundi

Tel egranms: M nistre Ntahuga, Bujunbura, Burundi

Tel exes: via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs:

COPI ES TO

of the Interior:
Li bére Bararunyeretse

M ni st er
Monsi eur

5065 m nirext,

Dear President

Monsieur le Premer Mnistre

Dear Prime M nister

Bur undi

M ni stre Ntahuga

Dear M ni ster

attn Mnistre Ntahuga
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Mnistre de |'Intérieur et du Dével oppenent des collectivités |ocales

M nistére de |'Intérieur
BP 1910
Buj unbur a, République du Burundi
of Foreign Affairs:
Cyprien Mooni npa

M ni st er
Monsi eur

M nistre des Relations extérieures et de |la Coopération

M ni stére des Rel ati ons extérieures

BP 1840

Buj unbur a, République du Burundi

Ceneral Administrator of National Security:
Monsi eur Laurent Niyonkuru

Admi ni strateur Général de |a Sireté national e

M nistéere de | a Défense national e

Buj unbur a, République du Burundi
Newspaper Editor:
Monsi eur | e Rédact eur - en- Chef

Le Renouveau
BP 2870, Buj unbura,




Républ i que du Burund

President of Human Ri ghts Organi zation:
Monsi eur Eugene Nindorera

Pr ési dent

Li gue burundai se des droits de |I'home
BP 177

Buj unbur a

Républ i que du Burund

and to diplomatic representatives of Burundi in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your
section office, if sending appeals after 8 January 1992.



