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UA 452/91 Ill-treatnent _and deaths in detention concern

Bur undi Ephr éme Ndabwar ukanye
Emle Ruvyiro
and ot her detai nees at Bubanza prison

Ammesty International has received reports that the two prisoners nanmed above and an
unspeci fi ed nunber of others, all nenbers of the majority Hutu ethnic group, currently
hel d at Bubanza prison in Burundi's northwestern province of Bubanza have been deprived
of food for several weeks. There have been unconfirned reports that a nunber of

pri soners have died fromstarvation. The authorities are reported to have started

wi t hhol ding food fromthem after a violent attack at the end of Novenber 1991 by arned
rebels on military and other installations in the capital, Bujunbura, and in the

nort hwestern provi nces of Bubanza and Ci bitoke. Menbers of the security forces are
reported to have accused Em |l e Ruvyiro of masterm nding the attacks from i nside Bubanza
prison.

Em |l e Ruvyiro and Ephrene Ndabwarukanye were both arrested in March 1991 in Rugazi

di strict, Bubanza province. They appear to be inprisoned because in 1990 they

encour aged peasant farners to claimland taken fromthem by governnent and security
officials. They have been on trial since md-1991 on political charges. Enile Ruvyiro
was charged with endangering the security of the state and inciting ethnic hatred while
Ephr énme Ndabwar ukanye was charged with inciting nmenbers of the public not to obey
lawful ly given orders. Amesty International has been investigating their cases to
establish whether they are prisoners of conscience. Amesty International is

i nvestigating reports that Emle Ruvyiro has been tortured. It is not clear if and how
many of the other prisoners have been detained for political offences.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International has received nunerous reports of serious human rights violations
carried out by nmenmbers of the Burundi security forces in the afternmath of violent
attacks which started on 23 Novenber 1991 by arned governnent opponents on mlitary and
other installations in the capital, Bujunmbura, and in the northwestern provinces of
Bubanza and Ci bitoke. The reports concern arbitrary arrests, torture and other forns of
ill-treatnent, extrajudicial executions and "di sappearances". Many of the abuses appear
to have been carried out as reprisals or on the basis of no evidence that the victins
had been involved in arned opposition.

The victinms of recent human rights violations appear all to belong to Burundi's

maj ority Hutu ethnic group, whereas the security forces continue to be dominated by the
Tutsi mnority. The authorities blane a clandestine Hutu political organization for the
attacks in | ate Novenber and early Decenber

These human rights violations, especially the extrajudicial executions, resenble those
committed on several occasions in the past, particularly in 1965, 1969, 1972 and, nopst
recently, in 1988. Follow ng thousands of killings by the army in 1988, the governnent
refused to take action to bring soldiers responsible for human rights violations to
justice, although at a political |evel steps were taken to bring about reconciliation



bet ween Hutu and Tutsi.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters in FRENCH i f
possi bl e:

- expressing concern about reports that Ephréne Ndabwarukanye, Emile Ruvyiro and ot her
pri soners held at Bubanza prison have been deliberately deprived of food by nenbers of
the security forces and that sone of them may have died from starvation

- asking if the authorities have investigated such reports and, if so, what the results
of the investigations are;
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- urging the authorities, if no investigation has occurred, to order an independent and
impartial investigation into the reports and to bring those found responsible for
subj ecting prisoners to starvation and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment to justice;

- calling on the authorities to i mmedi ately ensure that prisoners currently held at
Bubanza are given food, treated humanely and allowed visits by their relatives and
menbers of independent humanitarian organizations, such as representatives of human
rights and humanitarian organi zati ons in Burundi

- requesting the authorities to issue clear public instructions to all nmenbers of the
security forces that wi thholding food fromprisoners is a violation of human rights and

a crinmnal offence and that those found responsible for such abuses will be brought to
justice.

APPEALS TO

1. President:

Son Excel | ence Monsi eur |l e Président/ Dear President

Maj or Pierre Buyoya

Pr ési dent de | a République

Pr ési dence de | a République BP 1870,

Buj unbur a, République du Burund

Tel egrams: President Buyoya, Bujunbura, Burundi
Tel exes: 5039 presibu bdi or

5049 mmd bd
2. Prine Mnister:
Monsi eur Adrien Sibomana Monsi eur e Premier Mnistre/
Premier Mnistre et Mnistre de la Planification Dear Prinme M nister
Pr ési dence de | a République
BP 1870

Buj unbura, République du Burund
Tel egrams: Premier Mnistre Sibomana, Bujunbura, Burund
Tel exes: 5039 presibu bd

3. Mnister of Justice:
Monsi eur Sébastien Ntahuga M nistre Ntahuga/ Dear M nister
M nistre de la Justice
M nistere de |a Justice
BP 1880
Buj unbura, République du Burund
Tel egranms: M nistre Ntahuga, Bujunbura, Burund
Tel exes: via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs:
5065 minirext, attn Mnistre Ntahuga

COPI ES TO

1) Mnister of the Interior: M nistére de |'Intérieur, BP 1910
Monsi eur Li bere Bararunyeretse Buj unbur a, République du Burund
Mnistre de |'Intérieur et du

Dével oppenent des collectivités |ocales 2) Mnister of Foreign Affairs:




Monsi eur Cyprien Mooni npa

M ni stre des Rel ations extérieures et de
| a Coopération

M ni stére des Rel ations extérieures

BP 1840

Buj unbur a, République du Burund

3) Mnister of Health

Dr Norbert Ngendabanyi kwa

M nistére de |a Santé publique
Buj unbur a, République du Burund

4) Governor of Bubanza

Monsi eur Bal t hazar Kirubusa
Gouverneur de |la Province de Bubanza
Hétel de ville, Bubanza

Républ i que du Burund

5) General Adm nistrator of Nationa

Security:
Monsi eur Laurent Niyonkuru

Adm ni strateur Général de |la Sireté
national e

M nistére de | a Défense national e
Buj unbur a, République du Burund

6) President of Human Ri ghts
Organi zati on:

Monsi eur Eugéene Ni ndorera

Pr ési dent

Li gue burundai se des droits de |' honme

BP 177
Buj unbur a
Républ i que du Burund

7) Newspaper Editor:

Monsi eur | e Rédact eur - en- Chef
Le Renouveau

BP 2870, Buj unbura,
Républ i que du Burund

and to diplomatic representatives of
Burundi in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, on your

section office, if sending appeals after

30 January 1992.



