EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AFR 16/09/91
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UA 457/ 91 " Di sappear ances" 23 Decenber 1991

Burundi: Charles Bafekurera, a taxi driver
Li bere Barankitse, a trader
Venant Baranyanka, an enpl oyee of the French Cultural Centre
Bawi | a Ki sinmba Kalinba, a taxi driver
Théophi |l e Karegwa, an enpl oyee of the Education Program Bureau
( BPE)
Dartus Manirakiza, a teacher at the School of Public Works
Paul Moonayo
Deni s Moabarenpore, an enpl oyee of the National Tel ecommunications
O fice (ONATEL)
Vi tal Mooni hanguye, an enpl oyee of a baby food factory
Justin Mnani, an agronom st enpl oyed a market gardeni ng project
Ant oi ne Muhitira, an operator of a public transport service
Renovant Ndi kurmana, a journalist of Burundi News Agency (ABP)
Pascal Ni mbona
Vi ncent Si ndayi hebura, an enployee of Civil Aviation

The 14 peopl e nentioned above are reported to have "di sappeared” in
mlitary custody in the Burundi capital, Bujunbura, after they were
arrested in |ate Novenber and early Decenber 1991 by nenbers of the Burund
security forces. Those "di sappeared” appear all to belong to Burundi's

maj ority Hutu ethnic group, whereas the security forces continue to be

dom nated by the Tutsi minority. They were arrested in the aftermath of the
vi ol ent attacks which started on 23 Novenber 1991 on military and other
installations in Bujunbura and the northwestern provinces of Cibitoke and
Bubanza. The authorities blame a clandestine political organization for the
attacks. Most of the "di sappeared" are said to have been held at Mura and
the paratroopers barracks in Bujunbura. One of them Antoine Mihitira, is
reported to have been arrested by soldiers from Gatunba barracks, 15

kil ometres northwest of Bujunbura.

Rel ati ves of those reported to have "di sappeared” have tried and failed to
trace themand in nost cases the authorities are reported to have denied
having arrested them In the case of Antoine Mihitira the authorities are
said to have said that he was being held without nentioning his

wher eabouts. | ndependent sources have expressed concern that he and at

| east 30 others may have been executed extrajudicially.

Amesty International is concerned that the Burundi authorities have not
made public the whereabouts of these 14 prisoners and others and that this
exposes themto a risk of being executed extrajudicially. The organization
is concerned that there has been no official investigation to establish
what may have happened to those reported to have "di sappeared” and is
urging that if they have been executed extrajudicially or subjected to

ot her forns of human rights violations, those responsible be brought to



justice.
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BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
Amesty I nternational has received nunmerous reports of serious human rights
violations carried out by nmenbers of the Burundi security forces in the
aftermath of violent attacks which started on 23 Novenber 1991 by arned
government opponents on military and other installations in the capital
Buj unbura, and in the northwestern provinces of Bubanza and Ci bitoke. The
reports concern arbitrary arrests, torture and other fornms of ill-
treatment, extrajudicial executions and "di sappearances”. Many of the
abuses appear to have been carried out as reprisals or on the basis of no
evi dence that the victins had been involved in arned opposition

These human rights violations, especially the extrajudicial executions,
resenbl e those conmitted on several occasions in the past, particularly in
1965, 1969, 1972 and, nost recently, in 1988. Follow ng thousands of
killings by the arnmy in 1988, the governnent refused to take action to
bring soldiers responsible for human rights violations to justice, although
at a political level steps were taken to bring about reconciliation between
Hutu and Tutsi .

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the reported "di sappearance” in |ate November and
early Decenber 1991 of the 14 peopl e nanmed above (nam ng sone) and others
and asking the authorities for information of their whereabouts;

- asking if the authorities have investigated such reports and, if so, what
the results of the investigations are;

- urging the authorities, if no investigation has occurred, to order an
i ndependent and inpartial investigation into reports and to bring those
found responsi ble for subjecting prisoners to unlawful and secret
detentions or other violations of human rights to justice;

- requesting assurances that those reported to have "di sappeared” have not
been ill-treated or executed extrajudicially and, if in custody, will be

al l owed i nmedi ate access to their relatives, independent |egal counsel and
menbers of independent humanitarian organizations, such as representatives
of human rights organizations in Burundi and the International Commttee of
t he Red Cross;

- requesting the authorities to issue clear public instructions to al
menbers of the security forces that subjecting prisoners to secret
detention is a violation of human rights and an of fence agai nst Burundi's
own |laws and that those found responsible for such abuses will be brought
to justice.



APPEALS TO
1. President:
Son Excel | ence
Maj or Pierre Buyoya
Pr ési dent de | a République
Pr ési dence de | a République BP 1870,
Buj unbur a, République du Burund
Tel egrams: President Buyoya, Bujunbura, Burundi
Tel exes: 5039 presibu bdi or
5049 mmd bd
[ Sal utation: Monsieur |le Président/Dear President]

2. Prime Mnister:

Monsi eur Adrien Sibomana

Premier Mnistre et Mnistre de |a Planification

Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 1870

Buj unbur a, République du Burund

Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre Sibomana, Bujunbura, Burund

Tel exes: 5039 presibu bd

[Salutation: Mnsieur le Premier Mnistre/Dear Prinme M nister]
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3. Mnister of Justice:

Monsi eur Sébastien Ntahuga Mnistre de |la Justice
M nistere de | a Justice
BP 1880
Buj unbur a, République du Burund
Tel egranms: M nistre Ntahuga, Bujunbura, Burund
Tel exes: via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs:
5065 minirext, attn Mnistre Ntahuga
[Salutation: Mnistre Ntahuga/Dear M nister]

COPI ES TO

1) Mnister of the Interior

Monsi eur Li bere Bararunyeretse

Mnistre de |'Intérieur et du

Dével oppenent des collectivités |ocales
M nistere de |'Intérieur, BP 1910

Buj unbura, République du Burund

2) CGovernor of Bubanza

Monsi eur Bal t hazar Kirubusa
Gouverneur de |la Province de Bubanza
Hétel de ville, Bubanza

Républ i que du Burund

3) General Adm nistrator of National Security:

Monsi eur Laurent Niyonkuru
Admi ni strateur Général de |a Sireté national e
M nistéere de | a Défense national e



Buj unbura, République du Burund

4) President of Human Ri ghts Organi zation:

Monsi eur Eugene Nindorera

Pr ési dent

Li gue burundai se des droits de |I'home
BP 177

Buj unbur a

Républ i que du Burund

5) Newspaper Editor:

Monsi eur | e Rédact eur - en- Chef
Le Renouveau

BP 2870, Buj unbura,
Républ i que du Burund

and to diplomatic representatives of Burundi in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 February 1992.



