EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 17/05/97

UA 105/ 97 Torture and ill-treatnent / Possible prisoners of
consci ence 16 April 1997
CAMERCON Reports of torture am d | arge-scale arrests, including:

George Yinbu, official of the Social Denocratic Front

M Nj akoy, a nenber of the Human Ri ghts Defence Group

Sama Ri chard Ndi fang, busi nessman and nenber of the Human
Ri ghts Def ence Group

Large-scal e arrests have been reported in Caneroon's two English-speaking
provi nces, North-Wst and Sout h-Wst Provinces, follow ng attacks on
mlitary, police and civilian establishnments in North-Wst Province in
whi ch several people were killed. Reports refer to as many as 300 arrests.
Many det ai nees are reported to have been tortured and ill-treated and are
bei ng hel d i nconmuni cado in harsh conditions. Mst are held at the
headquarters of the Gendarnerie Legion, the paranilitary police, and the
Bri gade mixte nobile (BMM, the security police, in Banenda. Menbers and
supporters of opposition political parties, in particular the Socia
Denocratic Front (SDF), have been targeted for arrest, apparently without
evi dence of involvenment in any crinmnal activity.

A series of attacks by arned groups occurred in the towns of Kunbo, Oku,
Jakiri, Banenda, Modengwi , Bafut and Banbui in North-Wst Province between
27 and 31 March 1997, apparently with the objective of obtaining arns and
ammuni tion. Ten people, including a gendarnerie conmander and two ot her
gendarnes, were reported to have been killed in the incidents. Wiile no
group has clainmed responsibility, the attacks have been attributed by the
authorities to nmenbers of a group supporting i ndependence for the English-
speaki ng provi nces. The presence of security forces has been intensified in
both provinces and a curfew i nposed in North-Wst Province.

Many of those arrested in Kunbo were subsequently transferred to Banenda
where they are held at the headquarters of the BWMM George Yinbu, SDF
District Chairman for Bui Division, who was arrested in Kunmbo on 30 March
was reported to have been badly ill-treated before being transferred to
Banmenda the foll ow ng day.

A nmenber of a | ocal non-governmental human rights organi zati on, the Human
Ri ghts Defence Goup (HRDG, M N akoy, was arrested in Oku before being
transferred to Banenda; he is reported to have received injuries to his
face and head as a result of severe beatings. Sama Richard Ndi fang, a
busi nessman and al so a nenber of the HRDG, was arrested on 1 April 1997.
He is reported to have had his right foot cut off while in the custody of
the gendarnerie; he remains in hospital after surgery. Although the
Commander of the Gendarnerie Legion is reported to have condemmed this
torture, it is not known whether any action has been taken agai nst those
responsi bl e.

Ammesty International is concerned that all those detained are at serious
risk of torture and ill-treatnent.

No charges are known to have been brought against those detai ned and no
reasons have been given for the continued detention w thout charge or tria
of large nunbers of detainees. Although the violence occurred in North-
West Province, nore than 100 arrests were reported in Buea, South-West
Province, on 2 April. On 8 April, nore than a week after the incidents
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took place, several people were reported to have been arrested in Fundong,
Nort h- West Province. Arrests are continuing in both North-Wst and Sout h-
West Provinces.

Gover nment opponents believe that the authorities are exploiting the
situation to intimdate nmenbers and supporters of opposition politica
parties and to prevent political activity in areas where there is strong
support for the opposition in the weeks leading up to the parlianmentary
el ections on 17 My.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmnai
letters in French, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing serious concern about reports of torture and ill-treatnment of
many of those arrested in North-Wst Province since |late March 1997 and
urging i medi ate neasures to guarantee the safety of all those detained;

- urging that all those detained be allowed i nmedi ate access to a | awer,
their famlies and a doctor;

- urging i medi ate and i ndependent investigations into all reports of
torture and ill-treatnment in order to bring those responsible to justice;
- while acknow edging the responsibility of the government to bring to
justice those responsible for criminal acts, expressing concern that sone
of those detained since late March in North-Wst and South-West Provinces
are reported to have been arrested only because of their association with
opposition political parties;

- calling for the i medi ate and unconditional release of any prisoner of
consci ence held solely because of their non-violent political opinions and
activities.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Son Excellence M Paul Biya

Prési dent de | a République

Palais de I'Unite

1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Fax: +237 221 699

Tel egrans: President, Yaounde, Caneroon

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Président de |a République / Dear President Biya

Deputy Prine Mnister, responsible for territorial administration
(I'nterior)

M G | bert Andzé Tsoungu

Vice-Premier Mnistre chargé de |'Adm nistration territoriale

Mnistere de |'Admnistration territoriale

1000 Yaoundé 4, Caneroon

Tel egrams: Vice-Prem er Mnistre Tsoungui, Yaounde, Cameroon

Salutation: Monsieur le Vice-Prenmier Mnistre / Dear Deputy Prime M nister

Secretary of State for National Security

M Luc Loé

Secrétaire d Etat a la Sécurité intérieure

Slreté national e

1000 Yaoundé, Caneroon

Tel egranms: Secretaire d' Etat Loé, Yaounde, Caneroon

Salutation: Monsieur |le Secrétaire d"Etat / Dear Mnister of State




Conmmander, Gendarnerie Legion

Col onel Mbhamadou CQussei n

Provi nci al Legi on Commander

Gendarneri e Legi on

5000 Banenda, North-West Province, Caneroon

Tel egrams: Gendarnerie Legi on Commander, Banenda, Cameroon
Sal ut ati on: Monsieur |le Colonel / Dear Col onel Qussein

COPI ES TO

M Francis Fai Yengo, CGovernor of North-West Province, Governor's Ofice,
5000 Banenda, North-West Province, Cameroon

M Peter Oben Ashu, Governor of South-West Province, Governor's Ofice,
7000 Buea, South-West Provi nce, Caneroon

Caneroon Post, BP 1981, Yaoundé, Caneroon

The Herald, BP 3659 Messa, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Le Messager, BP 5925, 11 Boul evard de |a Liberté, Douala, Caneroon

La Nouvel |l e Expression, BP 15333, 12 rue Prince de Galles, Doual a, Caneroon
and to diplomatic representatives of Caneroon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 May 1997.



