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UA 253/ 92 Death in custody 5 August 1992
CENTRAL AFRI CAN REPUBLI C: Dr Jean- Cl aude Konjugo, a nedical doctor

Dr Jean- Cl aude Konjugo, a 50-year-old optonetrist and political activist,
died in hospital on 1 August 1992 in Bangui, the capital of the Centra
African Republic, as a result of injuries which he sustained when he was
beaten with rifle butts by nmenbers of the security forces . He and other
gover nment opponents were severely beaten by Gendarnes during a
denonstration organi zed by trade unions and a coalition of opposition
political parties earlier that day. The denonstration itself is reported
to have been peacef ul

Eye-w tnesses claimthat Dr Konjugo was fatally assaulted when Gendar nes
attacked a group of denobnstrators, apparently in an attenpt to disperse
them Five of them including Dr Konjugo, were arrested and taken by
vehicle to a Gendarnerie post. At the Gendarnerie post Dr Konjugo
conplained that, as a result of the beatings, he could no | onger stand, so
the police then transferred himto a nearby hospital where he died shortly
afterwards. The four other detainees were all released after the death of
Dr Konjugo was nade public the same day.

Dr Konjugo, who was a nenber of the executive commttee of the Alliance
pour le progrés , Alliance for Progress, a political party, is reported to
have been targeted by governnent security forces because of statenents
critical of the governnent published in a journal known as "Le progreés",
Progress, of which he was editor. He had previously been arrested and
detained for six nmonths during 1990 for attending a neeting to plan a
political denonstration.

A governnent spokesnman has reportedly announced that Dr Konjugo died as a
result of inhaling tear gas. The famly of Dr Konjugo and nmenbers of
opposition political parties have rejected this explanation and are
demandi ng that the governnment hold an i ndependent inquiry to establish the
cause of his death.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The denobnstration, attended by sone 1,000 people, was organi zed by a
coalition of 14 political parties known as the " La concertation des forces
dénocrati ques”, Consultation of denmocratic forces, and trade unions to
protest against the opening of a conference known as the "Débat national”
Nat i onal debate, which has been convened by President André Kolingba to

di scuss political reformin the Central African Republic. Opposition

| eaders have refused to take part in the debate and have insisted that it
be replaced by a sovereign National Conference, whose deci sions would be

bi ndi ng as the governnent. The governnent has rejected these denmands.

The Central African Republic had been a one-party state from 1986 unti

April 1991, when strikes pronpted a lifting of the ban on opposition
parties in October 1991. After 10 years of power, President Kolingba agreed
to convene a National Conference simlar to those which have precipitated
political change in other West and Central African states. The President
has refused a conference which could lead to his |loss of power, calling
such a conference a "civilian coup d' Etat."




RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes and airmail letters:

- Expressing concern at reports that Jean-C aude Konjugo died frominjuries
apparently inflicted on himby nmenbers of the security forces in Bangui on
1 August 1992;

- urging the authorities to set up an independent and inpartial inquiry
into the circunstances of Dr. Konjugo's death, and that, if nmemmbers of the
security forces acted unlawfully, they be brought to justice;

- expressing alarmat reports that other civilians involved in an
apparently peaceful denobnstration on 1 August suffered injury and request
the authorities to issue clear public instructions to all nenbers of the
security forces that they may use force only when strictly necessary and
tothe extent required for the performance of their duty (in accordance with
internationally recogni zed standards, noteably the Code of Conduct for Law
enforcenent Officials adopted by the United Nations General Assenbly on 17
Decenber 1979).

APPEALS TG

1) President:

Son Excel | ence Sal utati on: Monsieur |e Président
| e Général d' Armée André KOLI NGBA de | a Républi que/
Prési dent de |a République et Chef du RPC Dear President

Pal ai s de | a Renai ssance

Bangui

Républ i que centrafricai ne

Tel exes: 5300 PRESI CAB RC or 5201 VI CEPRE RC

Tel egranms: President KOLI NGBA Bangui, RCA

2) Prime Mnister

Monsi eur Edouard FRANK Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer
Prem er Mnistre et Chef du Gouvernment M ni stre/

Pal ai s de | a Renai ssanc e Dear Prinme M nister
Bangui

Républ i que centrafricai ne

Tel exes: 5300 PRESI CAB RC or 5201 VI CEPRE RC

Tel egrams: Premier Mnistre Frank, Bangui RCA

3) Mnister of Justice

Monsi eur Jean KPWOKA Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre
M nistre de la Justice et Garde des Sceaux / Dear M nister

M nistéere de | a Justice

Bangui

Républ i que centrafricai ne

Tel exes: 5293 JUSTI CE RC

Tel egrams: M nistre Justice Kpwoka, Bangui, RCA

COPI ES OF SOVE APPEALS TO

Mnister of Foreign Affairs

Monsi eur Laurent GOM NA- PAMPALI

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres

M ni stére des Affaires étrangéres

BP 936, Bangui, République centrafricaine




Mnister of the Interior

Monsi eur |smaila N MAGA

M nistre de la Securité publique et de |'Administration du territoire
M nistére de |' Adm nistration du territoire

Bangui, République centrafricaine

Def ence advisor to the President

Monsi eur Chri stophe GRELOVBE

Conseiller en matiére de | a Défense au Président de | a République
Pr ési dence de | a République

Pal ai s de | a Renai ssance

Bangui, République centrafricaine

and to diplomatic representatives of the Central African Republic
accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 Septenber 1992.



