EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 21/04/97

UA 89/ 97 Possi bl e extrajudicial execution/
Fear for safety 2 April 1997
COMOROS Abouna Halid

Ammesty International has |earned that Abouna Halidi, a Conorian citizen,
was shot dead in Mutsamundu on the island of Anjouan follow ng clashes
between civil servants and the Conorian arny on 14 March 1997. Amesty
International is concerned he may have been the victimof an extrajudicia
execution and is calling for an investigation into the circunstances of his
death. Ammesty International has al so received reports that 20 people were
wounded and 70 others were arrested by the arny during the sane
denonstrati on.

This is the |atest report of violence in a series of clashes between
hospital workers, teachers, civil servants and the Conorian army and
police. These clashes have occurred nostly in the capital Mroni and on
the island of Anjouan.

Ammesty International is concerned at the excessive use of force on this
occasion by the Conorian security forces and fears for the safety of
civilians involved in any future peaceful denonstrations.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Si nce January 1977, several denonstrations by the civilian popul ati on have
been repressed with excessive force by the Conorian army and police. Last
year President Mohaned Taki announced that all state enpl oyees woul d
receive their salary arrears by 31 Decenber 1996. The deadline was then
postponed to 31 March 1997. \Wen the Prine M nister announced paynent of
only one nonth's salary in January 1997, nmany government enpl oyees started
peaceful public protests. The Conorian arnmy and police were sent in to
break up the denobnstrations.

Freedom of association is increasingly threatened in the Conoros and
repressi on of peaceful denpnstrations appears likely to intensify as
prom ses made by the governnment to pay salary arrears to civil servants,
teachers and hospital staff beconme |ess and |less reliable.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at reports that Abouna Halidi nay have been
extrajudicially executed during a denpnstration on 14 March 1997;

- urging the Conorian authorities to open an i medi ate investigation into
the death of Abouna Halidi and to ensure that anyone found responsible for
his unlawful killing is brought to justice according to internationa
standards of fairness;

- urging the Conorian Governnent to ensure the protection of unarned
civilians and to nmake clear to the police and the arny that the governnent
will not tolerate or condone any human rights violations, including the use
of lethal force agai nst unarned civilians;

- rem nding the Conorian government of its obligations to guarantee the
right for everyone to freedom of association, including "the right to form
and join trade unions for protection of his interest"” under article 10 of
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the African Charter and under Convention Nunber 87 of the International
Labour Organization to which the Conpbros is a party.

APPEALS TO

1. President

Mohamed Taki Abdoul kari m

Pr ési dent de | a République

BP 521, Mboroni, Conoros

Tel egrans: President, Moroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 233 PRESI REP KO

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président / Dear President
Fax: + 269 74 48 21

2. Mnister of Justice

Ali Hassanal i

M nistre de |la Justice, Garde des Sceaux et administration penitentiaire
M nistéere de | a Justice

Mor oni, Conor os

Tel egranms: M nistre Justice, Mroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 219 MAERFI C KO

Sal utation: Madane e Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Prime Mnister

Ahnmed Abdou

Prem er Mnistre du gouvernenent
BP 521, Moroni, Conoros

Fax: + 269 74 48 28

M nister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

Mout har Ahned Chari f

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres et de |a Coopération
M nistére des Affaires étrangéres et de | a Coopération
Mor oni, Conor os

Fax: 00 269 74 41 11

Mnistry of Defence

Col onel Moilinou Dj oussouf

Chef d’ état major des Forces Unifiées de Sécurité
Mor oni, Conor os

Mnistry of Interior

M Assoumeny Sai d Ma gny
Directeur de |la Sireté National e
Mor oni, Conor os

and to diplomatic representatives of Conpros accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Pl ease check with the International
Secretariat, or your section office, if sending appeals after 13 May 1997.



