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Further information on EXTRA 15/99 (AFR 23/01/99, 8 February 1999) and foll ow
up (AFR 23/02/99, 16 February 1999) - Prisoner of Conscience

DJ1 BOUTI Aref Mohamed Aref, human rights defender and | awyer

Aref Mohanmed Aref was released on 11 May 1999 under an ammesty granted by new
president Ismail Omar Cuelleh, who took office three days earlier. He was one
of 47 convicted prisoners rel eased under the amesty.

Al t hough he has been rel eased, he has been banned from practising as a | awyer
for five years. The ban was inposed by the Appeal Court on 5 May, when it gave
judgenent on his appeal against his six-nonth prison term The hearing was
brief and was held with |l ess than a day’s advance noti ce.

He had been on hunger strike with other prisoners protesting against denial of
medi cal treatnent. The hunger stri ke has now ended and nedical treatnent is
bei ng provided. Oher prisoners charged with armed conspiracy and links with
the arned opposition group Front pour la restauration des droits et de la
dénocratie (FRUD, Front for the restoration of rights and denobcracy), renmin
in prison awaiting a | ong-del ayed tri al

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Aref Mohamed Aref had been sentenced to six nonths in prison on crimna
charges in a politically notivated trial in February 1999. On 5 Decenber 1998
the Djibouti security forces had stopped himfromtravelling to Paris to
attend a Human Ri ghts Defenders Sunmit organi sed by Amesty International and
ot her international human rights organisations. He had previously attended an
African Human Ri ghts Defenders conference organi sed by Amesty Internationa
in South Africa in Novenber 1998. He is a nenber of a network of human rights
defenders in Africa and is the | eading human rights lawer in Djibouti.

No further action is required by the network. Many thanks to all who sent
appeal s.



