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This is a limted action. Please organize up to 20 appeal s per section

UA 331/93 Legal concern 17 Septenber 1993

DJ1 BOUTI Mohamed Houned Soul | eh, president of the Association
pour la défense des droits de |'homme et des libertés (ADDHL)
and a forner nenber of parlianment

Mohanmed Houned Soul | eh was arrested in the capital, Djibouti, on 14

Sept enber 1993. He is being held in the police headquarters on a charge of
defam ng the army, after a conplaint by the Mnister of Defence. He has so
far been detai ned i nconmuni cado and deni ed access to his |awer, contrary

to the constitution.

He was arrested and charged because of statenents he made to the press on
behal f of ADDHL on 9 Septenber and since. |In them he criticised
government forces for conmtting gross human rights violations in the
recent mlitary offensive agai nst the arned opposition group, Front pour la
restauration de l'unité et de la dénocracie (FRUD). The defanmation charge
relates to his accusation that the arny shot at an officially authorized
del egation investigating the abuses.

Ammesty I nternational has issued urgent appeals to the governnent to

i nvestigate reports of large-scale extrajudicial executions, rape of wonen,
arbitrary detentions and torture of detainees in this mlitary operation in
northern Djibouti (UA 328/93, AFR 23/04/93, 16 Septenber 1993). The
security forces appear to have targeted civilian nmenbers of the Afar ethnic
group, fromwhich the FRUD draws npbst of its support, in reprisal for

| osses inflicted by the FRUD

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Mohamed Houned Souleh is a forner prisoner of conscience and torture
survivor who has been arrested several tines before for his peacefu
criticisms of the governnent and of human rights violations (see Amesty
I nternational Report 1993). He formed the ADDHL in 1991 and is hinmself a
menber of the Afar ethnic group.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes and airnmai
letters either in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the arrest of Mhanmed Houned Soul | eh on account of
his criticisnms of human rights violations;

- urging that he be given i mediate access to his famly and | ega
representative, and nedical doctor if needed, in accordance with the |aw
- appealing for his i mediate and unconditional release as a prisoner of
consci ence.



APPEALS TO

1) Son Excel |l ence Hassan Goul ed Apti don

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 6

Républ i que de Dji bout

Tel egranms: Président Hassan CGoul ed, Dji bout

Tel exes: 5871 DJ

Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président de |a République

2) Monsi eur Ahmed Boul al eh Barreh

Mnistre de |I'intérieure

M nistére de |'intérieure

BP 2086

Républ i que de Dji bout

Tel egrams: Mnistere de |'intérieure Barreh, Djibout
Tel exes: 5871 DJ

Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre

3) Monsi eur Qugoureh Hassan | brahi m

M nistre de |la Justice

M nistére de la Justice

BP 12

Républ i que de Dji bout

Tel egranms: Mnistéere de la Justice Ibrahim Djibout
Tel exes: 5871 DJ

Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Monsi eur Ismail Ali Youssouf

M nistre de |a défense national e
M ni stere de | a défense nationale

BP 1905
Républ i que de Dji bout
Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Monsi eur Thi am
Procurateur Général par intérim

BP 12
Républ i que de Dji bout
Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Associ ation pour |a défense des droits de |'homme et des libertés (ADDHL),
BP 2410, Djibouti, République de Djibout

and to diplomatic representatives of Djibouti accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 October 1993.



