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Further information on UA 254/99 (AFR 23/07/99, 28 September 1999) - Unfair
trials / Prisoners of conscience

DJ1 BOUTI Moussa Ahned Idriss, journalist, opposition |eader and nenber
of parlianent
Ali Meidal Wais, journalist
Daher Ahmed Farah, journalist, opposition |eader

New names: Nineteen relatives and supporters of Mussa Ahnmed |driss
arrested at the same tinme as him

On 6 Cctober 1999, Moussa Ahned Idriss was found guilty of a new charge of
violently resisting arrest. Nineteen of his relatives and supporters
(previously given as 24) were found guilty of the sanme charge and al so

i mpri soned. Ammesty International is concerned that they did not receive a
fair trial and by clains fromsome of the defendants that they were beaten
up in detention and forced to sign false confessions of having used

vi ol ence.

Moussa | driss has been sentenced to four nonths’ inprisonnent. Al were
fi ned 500,000 Djibouti Francs (US$ 3, 000)

Their | awyer, who was travelling from France, was refused a visa to enter
the country, and the governnent refused to postpone the trial, which
therefore went ahead with no | egal representation for the defendants.

Moussa Ahned Idriss, 66, co-director of Le Tenps, The Tines, and his

rel ati ves and supporters were arrested on 23 Septenber by a |large group of
police who turned up at his house in the mddle of the night. During a
violent confrontation police shot one man dead and wounded several others
i ncluding Moussa Idriss’'s wife and daughter who were injured by a grenade.

The police claimthat six of their officers were injured during the

vi ol ence but Amesty International has received reports that there was no
arnmed resistance to the police. In addition, police are not ordinarily
authorised to serve court arrest warrants at night or to use violence to
arrest anyone who refuses to go with them

At the trial, where all the defendants pleaded not guilty, the magistrate
failed to investigate all egations that sone of the defendants had been ill-
treated and forced to sign confessions, which were apparently adnitted as
evi dence against themduring the trial, and refused to acknow edge their
retraction of these statenents. At the sanme tine he accepted without
guestioning witten statenents fromthe police, whom defendants were unable
to cross-exan ne.

The original charge agai nst Moussa Ahned Idriss of diffusion de fausses
nouvel | es, “spreading false news” is still under judicial investigation. No
dat e has been set for the trial

An appeal date of 20 Novenber has now been set for Ali Midal Wais and
Daher Ahmed Farah. Both nmen were found guilty at a summary trial on 2
Sept enber of “spreading false news” likely to “denoralize the arny” and



2

gi ven ei ght nmonths and one year prison sentences respectively. Their
| awyer, from Avocats sans frontieres, Lawers Wthout Borders, has been
given a visa

The arrests of Mussa Idriss, Ali Wais and Daher Farah appears to be an
attenpt by the governnment to suppress the |last two renmining opposition
newspapers in the country. Le Tenps is published by the opposition party
Opposition djiboutienne unifée (ODU), Unified Djiboutian Opposition. Mussa
Ahmed Idris is a nenber of parlianent and president of the ODU party. Al
Wais is co-director of Le Tenps while Daher Farah is president of the
opposition Parti du renouveau dénocratique (PRD), Party of Denocratic
Renewal and editor of Le Renouveau, The Renewal, the journal of the PRD
Amesty International considers all three journalists to be prisoners of
consci ence.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/ express/airnail
letters in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Mussa Ahnmed Idriss and 19 of his relatives and
supporters have been inprisoned and heavily fined after an unfair trial on
6 October 1999 at which they had no | egal representation and where the

magi strate ignored allegations of ill-treatnment and forced confessions,
apparently admtted as evi dence agai nst them

- appealing for a re-trial at which they are represented by a | awyer of
their choice, able to present their case properly and able to challenge the
prosecuti on case and wi tnesses;

- calling for an independent and inpartial inquiry into the allegations
that the police wongfully used disproportionate and | ethal force in the
arrest;

- continuing to appeal for the charges agai nst Moussa Ahnmed Idriss relating
to press freedomissues to be w thdrawn.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Son Excel |l ence Monsieur |smael Orar Guelleh

Prési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 6

Dj i bouti, République de Djibout

Tel egranms: Président, Djibout

Faxes: + 253 350174

Sal utation: Monsieur le Président de |a République / Dear President

M ni ster of Justice

Monsi eur Ibrahimlidriss Djibril (note corrected name)

M nistre de |la Justice

M nistére de la Justice

BP 12

Dji bouti, République de Djibout

Tel egrams: M nistre Justice, Djibout

Faxes: + 253 355420 (or via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Prine M nister




Monsi eur Bar kat Gour ad Hamadou
Premier Mnistre

BP 2086
Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout
Faxes: + 253 351208

Mnister of Foreign Affairs

Monsi eur Ali Abdi Farah (note corrected nane)
M nistre des affaires étrangeres

M ni stére des affaires étrangéres

BP 1863
Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout
Faxes: + 253 353840

and to diplomatic representatives of DJIBOUTI accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 Novenber 1999.



