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UA 307/ 99 Fear of arrest as prisoner of conscience 26 Novenber 1999

DJ1 BOUTI Aref Mohanmed Aref, aged 46, |awer and human rights defender

Amesty International believes that former prisoner of conscience Aref
Mohamed Aref, a pronminent defender of human rights in Djibouti and Africa,
is at risk of being inmnently arrested for his peaceful criticisns of the
government. |f this happens he is likely to face a | engthy period in
detention awaiting trial or be sentenced to a long prison term

This follows new noves by the authorities to silence opposition critics and
cones after a television interview he gave in October 1999 to a French
journalist in which he expressed his non-violent views and criticized human
rights violations in Djibouti - the journalist and caneranan were
subsequent|ly deported and their film confiscated.

On 22 Novenber 1999, during questioning by the police (gendarnerie) about
the interview, he was told that proceedi ngs had been opened agai nst himon
the charge of defamation (diffamation). This means he could be summoned
again for questioning at any tinme, possibly remanded in custody, and be
unfairly tried under a defamation |aw inconsistent with internationa

st andards on freedom of opi nion and expression.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Aref Mohamed Aref, a prisoner of conscience from 1991 to 1992, has been the
| eading (and virtually only) human rights [awer in Djibouti for sone
years. He has been an Ammesty International delegate at prelimnary
neetings on the establishnment of an International Crimnal Court and other
m ssions and is a nenber of the African Human Ri ghts Defenders network,
established in Johannesburg in Decenber 1998.

In February 1999 he was jailed for six nmonths after an unfair trial for

al l eged fraud (escroquerie) connected to a civil case in which he had been
i nvolved in 1994 (see Extra 15/99, 8 February 1999 and foll ow ups). Anmesty
I nternational believes the charges, which he denied, were politically
notivated. He was released by the newy inaugurated president |smael Onar
Guel l eh in May under an amnesty.

In Decenber 1998, security forces prevented himboarding a plane to Paris
where he was due to attend a Human Ri ghts Defenders Sunmit. Hi s passport,
confiscated at the time, has still not been returned to him and the ban

i nposed on himpractising lawis still in force (see News Rel ease: 24 June
1999, AFR 23/05/99).

In Septenber 1999, Amnesty International issued an Urgent Action after a
governnment crackdown on the last two renmmining opposition newspapers in

Dji bouti, when three journalists fromthe papers were arrested. Al have
now been sentenced to prison terns and their newspapers banned because they
publ i shed articles critical of the governnent (see UA 254/99, AFR 23/07/99,
28 Septenber 1999 and updates).



2

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that human rights defender Aref Mohanmed Aref is at
risk of imminent arrest and inprisonnent follow ng recent questioning by
police after he gave a television interviewin which he expressed his non-
vi ol ent opinions and criticized human rights violations in Djibouti;

- calling for the withdrawal of judicial proceedings against himon the
charge of defamation - a law which is not consistent with internationa

st andards of freedom of expression;

- asking that his passport is returned to himand that he is allowed to
practice his profession as a | awer;

- appealing for protection of the right to freedom of non-viol ent opinion
and expression.

APPEALS TO (pl ease note that fax nunmbers in Djibouti are sonetines
difficult to obtain):

Pr esi dent

Son Excel l ence Monsi eur |smael Omar Cuel |l eh
Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 6

Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout

Tel egr ans: Président, Djibouti

Faxes: + 253 350174

Sal utation: Monsi eur | e Président de |a République / Dear President

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Ibrahimlidriss Djibri
M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

BP 12

Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout

Tel egr ans: M nistre Justice, Djibouti

Faxes: + 253 353840 (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister
COPI ES TO
Prime Mnister

Monsi eur Bar kat Gour ad Hamadou
Premier Mnistre

BP 2086
Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout
Faxes: + 253 351208

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Monsi eur Ali Abdi Farah

M nistre des affaires étrangeres
M ni stére des affaires étrangéres

BP 1863
Dj i bouti, République de DOjibout
Faxes: + 253 353840

and to diplomatic representatives of DJIBOUTI accredited to your country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 7 January 2000.



