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UA 208/ 98 Fear of torture / Prisoner of conscience 23 July 1998

EQUATORI AL GUI NEA José A 6 Obono, |awer

José O 6 bono, a |l awer who recently publicly denounced the torture of
detai nees in Equatorial Guinea, was arrested at honme and detai ned on 21
July 1998 at the police station in Mal abo, the capital. Torture takes
pl ace on a regular basis at the station and six people have died after
being tortured since January 1998. There are grave fears that José A6
Qbono may al so be tortured and ill-treated.

After José O 6 Obono's arrest he was stripped to the waist, had his shoes
taken away and was verbally insulted in front of his wife, who had foll owed
himto the station. Two | awer colleagues who tried to visit himthe next
day were twice denied access to himbut his wife was allowed to see him He
is reportedly being treated in a degrading way: he was forced to wash a car
and sweep the street and to use a cardboard box in his cell as a toilet.

José O 6 bono and anot her | awyer, Col onel Lorenzo Ondé El a Mangue,

recei ved anonynmous death threats after informng the court of the
systematic torture of detainees involved in a trial that took place in My
1998 of those allegedly involved in an attack on mlitary barracks on Bioko
Island on 21 January. The attack resulted in the death of three soldiers
and several civilians. Colonel Lorenzo Ond6é El a Mangue was sacked fromthe
arnmy shortly after the trial. Amesty International believes that José A6
bono was arrested solely for seeking to prevent the court fromadmtting
as evidence statenents nmade under torture and, after the trial, protesting
about the harsh prison conditions of these prisoners.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

José O 6 bono and Col onel Lorenzo Ondé El a Mangue and ei ght other |awyers

def ended over 110 people accused of involvenent in the January attacks. The
mlitary court sentenced 15 people to death (including four in absentia) and sonme 70
people to prison terns ranging fromsix to 26 years. Many defendants,

predom nantly nmenbers of the Bubi ethnic group, appeared to have been

det ai ned sol ely because of their ethnic origin. Many of the detai nees had

been forced to nake statenents under torture.

An Ammesty International delegation attending the trial noticed that

def endants showed signs of torture. At least 10 of them had parts of their
ears severed, apparently with razor blades. About 10 wonen defendants had
al so been tortured and ill-treated: they were forced to swi mnaked in front
of other detainees and sonme were sexual |y abused.

Si nce sentences were passed on 1 June 1998, several prisoners have
reportedly fallen ill as a result of the harsh prison conditions and to
have had limted access to nedical care. One prisoner, Martin Puye, aged
58, a leader of the Movimento para |l a Auto-deterninaci6on de la Isla de

Bi oko (MAIB), Movenent for the Self-determination of Bioko Island, died in
hospital on 14 July, reportedly as a result of ill-treatnent and | ack of
adequate nmedical care in custody. Oher prisoners are thought to have been
deni ed hospital treatnent.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai

|l etters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- asking for the immedi ate rel ease of José O 6 Gobono, a prisoner of

consci ence detained solely for seeking to prevent the court fromadmtting
as evidence statenents made under torture and protesting about harsh prison
condi tions;

- seeking assurances that he is not being tortured or ill-treated and that
he has access to his fanmily, legal council and nedical care;

- expressing concern about the prison conditions in which those sentenced
in the May 1998 trial are being held,;

- urging the authorities to provide all prisoners with enough food and

wat er and adequate nedical treatnment if necessary;

- rem nding the Equatorial CGuinea Government of its comitnment to the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular Article 5: "No one
shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnment
or punishment” and calling for an i ndependent and inpartial enquiry into
reports of the torture of detainees held in connection with the attacks on
mlitary barracks in January 1998.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Teodoro Obi ang Nguenma Mdasogo

Presidente de | a Republica

Gabi nete del Presidente de |a Republica

Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea

Tel egranms: Presidente Obiang, Ml abo, Equatorial Guinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Faxes: + 240 9 3313

Sal utation: Excelencia / Your Excellency

Prime Mnister Serafin Seriche Dougan

Primer Mnistro

Gabi nete del Prinmer Mnistro

Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea

Tel egrans: Primer Mnistro Seriche Dougan, Ml abo, Equatorial Guinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Salutation: Sr. Don / Dear Prinme M nister

Secretary of State for Security, Colonel Manuel Nguenma Ma
Secretario de Estado para | a Seguridad Naci ona

Mal abo, Equatorial Guinea

Tel egranms: Col onel Manuel Nguema Moa, Ml abo, Equatorial Guinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Salutation: Sr. Don / Dear Secretary of State

COPIES TO

Vice-Prine Mnister and Mnister of Foreign Affairs
M quel Oyono Ndong M funu

Vice-Priner Mnistroy Mnistro de Asuntos Exteriores
M ni sterio de Asuntos Exteriores

Equat ori al Cui nea

and to diplomatic representatives of Equatorial CGuinea accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 8 Septenber 1998.



