EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 27/01/97

EXTRA 100/ 97 Death penalty 15 July 1997
GAMBI A Soul eyrman Sarr

Moal | 0 Kant eh

Essa Bal deh

Omar Danpha

On 25 June 1997, the High Court of the Ganbia sentenced to death the above-
nanmed four nen. They were found guilty of treason for trying to overthrow
the governnent. Amesty International fears the execution m ght be carried
out shortly after 25 July 1997.

The four nmen had been arrested after an attack on the Farafenni nilitary
canp by an armed group in eastern Ganbia, the country 's second | argest
mlitary canp, on 8 Novenber 1996. During the attack, six soldiers died and
five were injured.

The prisoners have 30 days to appeal against the conviction. However, two
weeks after the trial, Amesty International has not received any
informati on that they have appeal ed agai nst their conviction. Anmesty
International is therefore concerned that the four nmen m ght not be able to
appeal within the tine limt pernmitted by law, and could be executed after
25 July, the last date for the subnission of their appeal

After the attack on the Farafenni mlitary canp in Novenber 1996, five nen
were arrested, the four nanmed above and another nan, Yaya Drameh. Yaya
Dramreh died in detention on 25 May after having been briefly treated in a
hospital. The circunstances of his death remain unclear. Wile the
governnment reportedly stated that he died from bl ood disorder, septicaem a
other reports claimthat he m ght have been tortured.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

After the arrests of the four nmen, a press conference was held at the
Ganbi a National Arned Forces Headquarters and broadcast on national TV. The
arrested nen clainmed that they had been trained in Libya by Kukoi Sanba
Sanyang, who tried to overthrow the Ganbi an governnent in 1981, and had
served in Liberia under faction |eader Charles Taylor. Anmesty
International is concerned that the public interrogation of the detainees
on TV m ght have prejudiced their case before the actual trial proceedings.

It is possible that the Ganmbi an government will execute the four men in
order to set an exanple for others. Public opinion seens to be in favour of
the death penalty for the four nen; the governnment night see this as an
opportunity to reinstate the use of the death penalty wi thout provoking

pr ot est.

Presi dent Jammeh cane to power in July 1994 through a military coup and was
el ected civilian president in Septenber 1996. Although the death penalty
had been abolished, the new governnent reintroduced the death penalty in
its new constitution in August 1995. This is the first tine a death
sentence has been passed since then.

The Ganbi an security forces have tortured prisoners on several occasions,
the last tinme at the beginning of June 1997 when seven | eadi ng nenbers of
the opposition party UDP (United Denocratic Party) were arrested.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern about the sentencing to death of Soul eyman Sarr
Moal o Kenteh, Essa Bal dett and Omar Danpha;

- urging that no executions be carried out, and appealing to the President
to cormmute the death sentences;

- stating that Amesty International, while acknow edging that the
government has a duty to prosecute and convict crimnals, is
uncondi ti onnaly opposed to the death penalty in all cases on the grounds
that it is the ultimate form of cruel, inhuman and degradi ng puni shnment
which violates the right to life and which is shown to have no deterrent
ef fect;

- urging the Ganbi an government to consider suspending executions, with a
view to conpletely abolishing the death penalty, as reconmended by the UN
Commi ssion for Human Rights in its resolution 1997/12.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Col onel rtd. Yayha Jamreh

Presi dent of the Republic of the Ganbia and Commander in Chief of the
Ganbi an Arned Forces

O fice of the President

St at e House

Banj ul - The Ganbia

Tel egranms: President Jamreh, State House, Banjul, Ganbia

Faxes : +220 227 034

Sal utation: Dear President Jammeh

M. Monodou Boj ang

M ni ster of the Interior

M nistry of the Interior

71 Dobson Street

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egrams: Monodou Boj ang, Interior Mnistry, Banjul, Ganbia
Sal utation: Dear Captain Lamin Bajo

Ms. Hawa Ceesay- Sabally

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney Genera

M nistry of Justice and Attorney general’s Chanbers

Mari na Parade

Banj ul

Republic of the Ganbia

Tel egrams: Hawa Ceesay- Sabally, Justice Mnistry, Banjul, Ganbia
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

The Daily Observer, PMB 131, Banjul, Ganbia, Fax:+ 220 496878

The Ganbia Daily, 14 Hagan Street, Banjul, Ganbia, Fax: + 220 227230
The Point, 1A Hagan Street, Banjul, Ganmbia, Fax: +220 497442

and to diplomatic representatives of Ganbia accredited to your country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 August 1997.



