PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 27/003/2002

UA 239/ 02 Fear for safety/lncomuni cado detention/ 29 July 2002
possi bl e prisoner of conscience

GAMBI A Guy-Patrick Massol oka (m), journali st

Ammesty International is concerned for the safety of CGuy-Patrick Massol oka
a journalist for the Pan African News Agency (PANA). He was arrested in
Banjul, the capital, on 19 July by agents of the National Intelligence
Agency (NI A), and has been detai ned i ncomruni cado si nce then.

He is believed to be held at the NI A headquarters in Banjul, where there is
a well -established pattern of inconmuni cado detention and ill-treatnment. He
has apparently not been given access to a | awer.

Guy-Patrick Massol oka is a Congol ese national who arrived in the Ganbi a
about a nonth ago. He was reportedly arrested in his hone by plainclothes
agents of the NIA on 19 July. He is apparently accused of running an

unr egi stered newspaper, although according to the Ganbia Press Uni on (GPU)
Guy-Patrick Massol oka is not known to have been engaged in the production
of an unlicensed newspaper. He previously worked for the PANA a well -
respected news agency, in Dakar, Senegal

It seens that he has been arrested purely on the grounds of his legitimte
activities as a journalist, and is a possible prisoner of conscience. This
fits with a pattern of harassnent, intimnmidation, and detention w thout
charge of journalists and nedia practitioners in the Ganbia. Since

Presi dent Jammeh cane to power in 1994 several journalists have been
expelled fromthe Ganbia purely because of their journalistic activities.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Freedom of expression is severely curtailed in the Ganbia and journalists
and other nedia practitioners face frequent harassnent, intimdation,
detention without charge, expulsion or threat of violence by the security
forces.

The | egislation regarding nmedia and freedom of expression is restrictive
and has been made harsher recently. On 24 July, the Parlianment adopted a
bill creating a National Media Conmi ssion with judicial powers to fine and
jail journalists if they refuse to be a witness or if they interrupt,
insult or otherw se disobey the Conm ssion

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Guy-Patrick Massol oka, arrested by
the National Intelligence Agency on 19 July;

- asking the authorities to explain the reasons for his arrest and

conti nued detention at N A Headquarters;

- requesting the authorities to release himif he is not to be pronptly
charged with a recogni zabl e crim nal offence;

- asking the authorities to ensure that Guy Patrick Massol oka is not

subject to any ill-treatnent while he is detained;
- requesting that he is given access to a | awer and any nedical care he
may need;

- expressing concern at what appears to be the | atest exanple of a well-
established pattern of harassnment and intinidation of journalists and
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urging the authorities to take steps to ensure that freedom of expression
i s guaranteed.

APPEALS TO

M nister of the Interior

Qusnmane Badjie

M ni ster of the Interior

M nistry of the Interior

71 Dobson Street

Banj ul

Republic of the Ganbia

Telegrams: Mnister of the Interior, Banjul, Republic of the Ganbia

Fax: + 220 201 320 (it may be difficult to get through, but please keep
trying)

Sal utation: Dear M nister

Director of the NLA

Abdoul i e Kuj ab

NI A Headquarters

Banj ul ,

Republic of the Ganbia

Tel egranms: Director of the NIA Banjul, Republic of the Ganbia
Fax: + 220 225 562

Sal utation: Dear M Kuj abi

M nister of Justice and Attorney Genera

Joseph Joof

M nistry of Justice and Attorney General's Chanbers

Mari na Parade

Banj ul

Republic of the Ganbia

Tel egranms: M nister of Justice, Banjul, Republic of the Ganbia
Fax + 220 225 352

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Ganbi a Press Uni on,

PO Box 1440,

Banj ul

Republic of the Ganbia
Fax + 220 377 020
Emai | gpu@uanet. gm

and to diplomatic representatives of Ganbia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 9 Septenber 2002.



