EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 27/05/96

UA 84/ 96 "Di sappearance" / Prisoner of conscience 27 March 1996

THE GAMBI A Lami n Waa Juwara, forner nenber of parlianment

Lami n Waa Juwara has not been seen since he was arrested around 11 February
1996 - his fifth arrest since Novenber 1994. His famly was told he was
bei ng hel d at Jangj angbureh prison in Central River Division, but the

Conmmi ssioner in charge of this division has reportedly denied this.

No reason has been given for nmost of his previous arrests, but on one
occasion - in June 1995 - it was announced publicly that he was being held
on account of his political activities. Amesty International believes
that his current detention is due solely to his non-violent politica
opi ni ons.

When the mlitary seized power in July 1994, they banned all politica
parties and political activities. Lamin Waa Juwara had been an i ndependent
menber of parlianment under the previous governnment, but parliament was

di sbanded when the military cane to power and suspended the constitution

Ammesty International is gravely concerned by the "di sappearance"” of Lam n
Waa Juwara, and fears that it may set a dangerous precedent in the current
human rights situation in The Ganbia. For the protection of human rights,
it is essential that prisoners are only held in recognized pl aces of
detention where they can receive visits fromfanily, doctors and | awers.
This is especially inportant when the National Intelligence Agency (N A),
which is directly controlled by the governnent, the Arned Forces

Provi sional Ruling Council (AFPRC), has far-reaching powers of search and
arrest and can only be investigated followi ng conplaints to the AFPRC.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

A bloodless mlitary coup in July 1994 brought an end to the rul e of

Presi dent Jawara, Ganbia's president since independence, and brought the
AFPRC to power. The AFPRC, led by Lieutenant (now Captain) Yahya Jammeh,
pl edged to eradicate corruption and set up a nunber of conm ssions of
inquiry to investigate past governnent practice. Although the new
government al so pl edged to defend human rights, its decrees have steadily
under mi ned fundanental freedons and renoved human rights safeguards:
political activities have been banned, journalists have been harassed or
expelled fromthe country and the NI A has been given w de-rangi ng powers.
Foll owi ng the renoval of the Protection of Fundanental Ri ghts and Freedons
Chapter of the Constitution in April 1995, a Court of Appeal decision in
July 1995 stated: "...now there are no human rights laws in this country"
On 12 August 1995 the AFPRC issued a decree reinstating the death penalty.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that since his arrest in early February 1996, Lanmin
Waa Juwara has been hel d i nconmuni cado i n an undi scl osed place of detention
and urging that his whereabouts be made public i medi ately;

- urging that he be granted i medi ate access to his famly, a |lawer and
doctor of his choice;

- requesting assurances that he is being well treated in custody;

- calling for his imedi ate and unconditional release as a prisoner of
consci ence, held on account of his non-violent political opinions.
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APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Capt ai n Yahya Jamreh

Chai rman of the Arned Forces Provisional Ruling Council and Head of State
O fice of the President

St at e House

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egranms: Captain Jammeh, State House, Banjul, Ganbia
Faxes: +220 227 034

Tel exes: 2204

Sal utation: Dear Captain Janmeh

Captain Lam n Bajo

M ni ster of the Interior

M nistry of the Interior

71 Dobson Street

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egrans: Captain Bajo, Interior Mnistry, Banjul, Ganbia
Sal utation: Dear Captain Lamin Bajo

M Misa Bittaye

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney Genera

M nistry of Justice and Attorney General's Chanbers
Mari na Parade

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egrams: Justice M nister Marong, Banjul, Ganbia
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

The Editor, The Daily Observer, PMB 131, Banjul, Ganbia

The Editor, The Ganbia Daily, 14 Hagan Street, Banjul, Gamnbia

The Editor, The Point, 1A Hagan Street, Banjul, Ganbia

The Editor, The Nation, People's Press, 3 Boxbar Road, POB 334, Banjul
Ganbi a

and to diplomatic representatives of GAMBI A accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 May 1996.



