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Pl ease bring this followup and the original UAto the attention of the person

responsi bl e for outreach work in your section as appeals fromjournalists and | awers
woul d be particularly wel cone

Further information on UA 399/91 (AFR 28/05/91, 15 Novenber 1991) - Legal/health
concern

GHANA: Kwesi Armah, |awyer, former governnent minister

and new nane: George Naykene, editor of the Christian Chronicle

Kwesi Armah is still held without charge or trial following his arrest on 25 October
1991. A Preventive Custody Order was issued on 15 Novenber 1991 authorizing his
indefinite adm nistrative detention "in the interest of national security": it reveals

no other reasons for his inprisonment. He is currently being held in the police
hospital in Accra where he is receiving treatnment for hypertension (high blood
pressure).

George Naykene, editor of the Christian Chronicle newspaper, has al so been detained

wi t hout charge or trial, under the terms of a Preventive Custody Order, since his
arrest on 12 Novenber 1991. Arrested by the mlitary police, he was |ater transferred
to police custody in Accra but has not been charged. Colleagues who were able to visit
himshortly after his arrest have reported himto be in good health, but it is not
known whet her he has since been allowed regular access to his famly and | ega
representative.

On 19 Decenber 1991 Nana Akuoko Sarpong, Secretary for the Interior, while criticizing
Ammesty International's recent report on political inprisonment in Ghana (Chana:
Political inprisonnment and the death penalty, Al Index: AFR 28/03/91), said that Kwes
Armah and George Naykene were being investigated on charges of criminal |ibel

However, three nonths |ater no charges have been brought against them Politica
det ai nees have been hel d under Preventive Custody Orders for |ong periods in the past
(sonetines many years), in cases where the authorities are apparently unable to
substantiate their accusations.

It appears that both nen have been questioned about an article in the Christian
Chronicle which alleged that nmenbers of the Armed Forces Ruling Council (AFRC), the
mlitary governnent which held power fromJune to Septenber 1979, followi ng a coup had
profited froman illegal foreign | oan obtained by the People's National Party (PNP).
Kwesi Armah, fornmer |egal advisor to the PNP, was sentenced to nine years' inprisonnment
in Cctober 1982 for his part in the affair and was rel eased in Cctober 1989. Leading
menbers of the AFRC head the Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC) which seized
power in Decenber 1981.



Amesty International is concerned that Kwesi Armah and George Naykene are being held
under a law - the Preventive Custody Law, PNDC Law 4 of 1982 - which allows unlimted
admi nistrative detention, that is, inprisonnent w thout charge or trial, and provides
for no regular judicial review of detentions. The right of habeas corpus - the right
to chall enge detention in the courts by special wit - was renoved, under PNDC Law 91
of 1984, for those held under the Preventive Custody Law. An application for habeas
corpus which was filed in Decenber 1991 on behal f of Kwesi Armah, George Naykene and
four other political detainees was dism ssed by the High Court in Accra on the grounds
that the court had no power, under PNDC Law 91 of 1984, to exanine the application
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Ammesty International considers that Kwesi Arnmah and George Naykene are prisoners of
consci ence, detained for the non-violent expression of their opinions, and is appealing
for their immedi ate and unconditional rel ease.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/express and airmail letters
- calling for the i medi ate and unconditional release of Kwesi Armah and George
Naykene as prisoners of conscience detained for the non-violent expression of their
opi ni ons;

- expressing concern that they are being held under a | aw which allows unlinmted
detention without charge or trial, and provides for no regular judicial review of
det enti ons;

- inquiring whether the authorities are intending to press charges agai nst the two,
following the statenent nade on 19 Decenber 1991 by the Secretary for the Interior
Nana Akuoko Sarpong, that they were being investigated on charges of crimnal |ibel

- appealing for themto be treated humanely in custody and all owed regul ar access to
their famlies, legal representatives and nedi cal doctors.

APPEALS TGO

1) Flight-Lieutenant J.J. Rawl i ngs 3) Major-General WM Mensah-Wod

Chai rman of the Provi sional Chi ef of General Staff and General O ficer
Nat i onal Defence Council Conmmandi ng

O fice of the PNDC t he Ghana Arned Forces

PO Box 1627 Bur ma Canp

Osu Castl e Accr a

Accra, Ghana Ghana

Tel egrams: Flt-Lt. Rawl ings, Accra, Ghana Tel egrans: Maj - Gen Mensah- Wbod, Accra,
Tel exes: 2001 STAR GH or 2337 NATSEC GH Gnhana
Tel exes: 2077 BCAMP GH
Sal utation: Dear Chairman
Sal utati on: Dear Maj or-General
2) Captain Kojo Tsikata

PNDC nmenber responsi ble for National 4) Nana Akuoko Sarpong
Security and Secretary for the Interior
Foreign Affairs M nistry of the Interior
O fice of the PNDC PO Box M42
PO Box 1627 Accra, Ghana
Osu Castle Tel egrans: Interior Secretary Sarpong,
Accra, Ghana Accra, Ghana

Tel egrans: Kojo Tsikata, Accra, Ghana
Tel exes: 2132 SCALE GH or 2337 NATSEC GH Salutation: Dear Secretary

Sal utation: Dear Captain
COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Dr Obed Y. Asanpah



Secretary for Foreign Affairs
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
PO Box M3

Accra, Ghana

and the foll owi ng newspapers:

Christian Chronicle, PO Box 494, Dansoman Estate, Accra, GChana
Eveni ng News, PO Box 7505, Accra, Ghana

Christian Messenger, PO Box 3075, Accra, Ghana

The Echo, PO Box 5288, Accra, Ghana

and to diplomatic representatives of Ghana in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
section office, if sending appeals after 27 March 1992.

or your



