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COTE D' 1 VO RE: Guirao Bl é, deputy secretary general of the Fédération

estudi antine et scolaire de Cote d'Ivoire (FESCI),
Ivoirian Federation of Student and School Pupils

and at |east 15 other FESCI nenbers including:

Rosal i e Kouang
Dant he Apol os
Nam nat a Quat ara
Mei t e Nal ansana
Orabera Tate

Up to 30 student nenbers of FESCI were arrested on 15 May 1994 when a
peaceful neeting on the canpus of the University of Cocody in the capital
Abi dj an, was broken up by the security forces. At least 16 students,

i ncl udi ng those nanmed above, are reportedly still held in i ncormmuni cado
detention; sonme of themare believed to be detained at the police acadeny
near the University of Cocody. According to reports, at |east one of the
students was severely beaten at the tinme of his arrest and is said to have
| ost consci ousness. He was taken to hospital in Cocody, Abidjan, where he
is reportedly still held. Amesty International fears that all the

detai nees are at serious risk of ill-treatment during this period of

i ncommuni cado detention. Mst or all of those detained appear to be

pri soners of conscience, inprisoned because of their nmenbership of the
FESCI, an organi zation which the governnment clains has been outl awed.

Since the arrest of these students on 15 May, the security forces have
reportedly been searching for a nunber of other FESClI |eaders who are
currently in hiding. The Ivoirian governnent is reported to have | aunched
a crackdown on the activities of the FESCI in recent nonths. In a televised
statement on 10 May 1994, the M nister of Hi gher Education apparently
accused FESClI activists of terrorizing ordinary citizens and said that the
FESCI was in | eague with the opposition. The Mnister clained that the
FESCI was officially banned in 1991. However, it is unclear whether there
is a legal statute banning the FESCI or whether the ban was only nentioned
in verbal statenents by the authorities. Despite the alleged ban, the
FESCI was allowed to hold nunerous public neetings in 1993 and to
participate in official negotiations with the governnent.

FESCI activists have been arrested on several occasions in the past. In
March 1994 the police arrested several FESCI nmenbers after a denonstration
that becanme violent on the canpus of the University of Bouaké (290 km north
of Abidjan). One FESCI activist, Eugéne Gonthy, was subsequently tried on
charges of assault and wilful destruction of public property and sentenced
to one year's inprisonnment on 29 March 1994. It appears that the
prosecuti on was unable to provide any evidence to denonstrate his persona

i nvol venent in any acts of violence and Amesty International believes that
he may be a prisoner of conscience, convicted solely because of his FESCI
activities. At least five other students arrested with Eugéne Gonthy
remain in detention without charge or trial in Bouaké.

The inprisonnent of Eugene Gonthy provoked a huge wave of protest at the
Uni versity of Cocody in Abidjan where students went on strike to call for
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his rel ease and for inprovenents in their conditions, including the paynent
of grants and regul ation of transport facilities. These disturbances |ed
to the arrest of nore than two hundred students on 9 and 11 May 1994,

al nrost all of whom were rel eased shortly afterwards, apparently because
they were not FESCI nenbers. It has been alleged that the governnent is
exploiting current student unrest as a pretext to dismantle the FESCI and
arrest its |l eaders. Ammesty International considers that the arbitrary
arrest and detention of FESCI nenbers who have not used or advocated
violence is an abuse of the internationally-recognized rights of freedom of
associ ation and expression and that those arrested in such circunstances
are prisoners of conscience.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes and airmail letters
either in French, English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that at |least 16 student nenbers of the Fédération
estudiantine et scolaire de Cote d' lvoire (FESCI) arrested on 15 My,

i ncluding Guirao Bl é, Rosalie Kouang, Danthe Apol os, Nam nata Quatara,

Mei te Nal ansana and Orabera Tate, are being held in i ncormuni cado detention
i n Abidjan;

- expressing particular concern at reports that one of the students was
severely beaten at the time of his arrest, and seeking assurances that the
ot her detainees will not be ill-treated;

- urging that the detainees be allowed i medi ate access to | ega
representatives, their famlies and, if necessary, nedical treatnment;

- expressing concern that sone or all of the students arrested nmmy be

pri soners of conscience, held solely on account of their non-viol ent
political activities and urging the authorities to release themif they are
not to be charged with recognizably crimnal offences and given a pronpt
and fair trial

APPEALS TO

1. President

Son Excel | ence

Henri Konan Bedi é

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence, Boulevard C ozel, Abidjan
Républ i que de Cdte d'Ivoire

Tel egrans: Président Bedi é, Abidjan, Cbte d'lvoire
Tel exes: 23754 PRESID Cl or 23169 PRELIT Cl

Sal utation: Monsieur |e Président/Dear President

2. Prine Mnister

M Dani el Kabl an Duncan

Premer Mnistre

Le Primature, Abidjan

Républ i que de Cdte d'Ivoire

Tel egrans: Premier Mnistre, Abidjan, Codte

Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre/Dear Prine Mnister

3. Mnister of Justice

M Faustin Kouamg

M nistre de la Justice

M nistére de | a Justice

Boul evard Angoul vant, BP V107, Abidjan




Républ i que de Cdte d' Ivoire

Tel egranms: Mnistre Justice, Abidjan, Cbdte d' Ivoire

Tel exes: 23752 M NAFET Cl (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)
Sal utation: Monsieur |le Mnistre/Dear M nister

4. Mnister of Interior

M Emi | e- Const ant Bonbet

Mnistre de I'Intérieur et de la Sécurité

Mnistéere de |'Intérieure et de la Sécurité

Boul evard Angoul vant, Abidjan

Républ i que de Cdte d' Ivoire

Tel egranms: Mnistre Intérieur, Abidjan, Cdte d Ivoire
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre/Dear M nister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

M Saliou Touré

M ni stre de |'Ensei gnement Supéri eur
M ni stre de |'Ensei gnement Supéri eur
Abi dj an, République de Cdte d'lvoire

and to diplomatic representatives of Cdte d' Ivoire accredited to your
country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 June 1994.



