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Further information on UA 301/96 (AFR 31/05/96, 24 Decenber 1996) - Lega
Concern / Fear of ill-treatnent

COTE D | VO RE Pi cas Damane )
Charl es Bl &€ Goudé ) student activists
Soul eymane Kamarate )
Syl vanus Gore )

On 24 Decenber 1996, the four |eaders of the Fédération estudi antine et
scolaire de Cote d' lvoire (FESCI) naned above were transferred to | a Mison
d arrét d’ Abidjan (MACA), the main prison in Abidjan. They had been held

i ncommuni cado since 19 Decenber 1996 when they were arrested in the office
of the Mnister of Security where they had been invited to discuss student
grievances. Details of their treatnment while they were held i ncommuni cado
in the basement of the Police Headquarters (Préfecture de police) in
Abi dj an are not yet known.

The four were charged with inciting violence in connection with violent

cl ashes between the security forces and students during a denonstration
about schol arship payments on 18 Decenber 1996. On 7 January 1997 they were
tried by a tribunal in Abidjan under a | aw commonly called the "anti-ri ot

| aw' under which anyone who calls or |eads a gathering can be held
accountabl e for any viol ence whi ch subsequently occurs.

Pi cas Damane, Charles Bl é Goudé and Syl vanus Gore were sentenced to two
years’ inprisonnent despite statenments by several wi tnesses that the
denonstration organi zed by FESCI had not been violent and that unidentified
peopl e were responsible for the violence which occurred several hours

| ater. Soul eymane Kamarate was acquitted. Ammesty International considers
the three to be prisoners of conscience who were inprisoned because of

t heir nenbership of FESCI which the government clains has been banned.

As they are no longer at risk of ill-treatment no further action is
required from Urgent Action participants. Further action will be organized
on their behalf outside the Urgent Action Network. Thank you to all those
who appeal ed on their behal f.



