EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AFR 31/02/94
Distr: UA/SC

3 June 1994

Further information on UA 191/94 (AFR 31/01/94, 18 May 1994) - Lega
concern / Fear of ill-treatnment

COTE D' I VO RE : Guirao Bl é, deputy secretary general of the Fédération
estudi antine et scolaire de Cote d'Ivoire (FESCI),
Ivoirian Federation of Student and School Pupils

and at |east 15 other FESCI nenbers including
Rosal i e Kouang

Dant he Apol os

Nam nat a Quat ara

Mei t e Nal ansana

Orabera Tate

Twenty-five students nmenmbers of FESCI, including all those listed above,
were released on 31 May 1994 after they had nade what appeared to be a
forced public apology on television. The students acknow edged that they
were m staken and promi sed to resune their classes at university.

After their arrest on 15 May, the students were held i ncomruni cado for two
weeks, far beyond the meximum 96 hours all owed under lvoirian |aw. The
Ivory Coast Security M nister Gaston Queassenan-Kone said on 26 May that
the students were held i ncomruni cado at a police barracks and that he could
not allow visits for security reasons.

The students were on strike to call for the rel ease of another FESCI
activist, Eugéne Gonthy, who was sentenced to one year's inprisonnment on 29
March 1994 in Bouaké (290 kmnorth of Abidjan). In an appeal trial on 20
May, Eugéne Gonthy received a two years' sentence despite the fact that the
prosecuti on were apparently unable to provide any evidence to denonstrate
hi s personal involvenent in any acts of violence. Ammesty Internationa
believes that he nay be a prisoner of conscience, convicted solely because
of his FESCI activities. At least five other students arrested with Eugéne
Gonthy remain in detention without trial. Amesty International wll
continue to raise these cases with the authorities, but no further action
is required by the Urgent Action Network.

Pl ease send no further appeals. Thank you to all those who appeal ed on
behal f of the students.



