EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 31/05/96

UA 301/ 96 Legal concern / fear of ill-treatnent 24 Decenber 1996

CcOTE D | VO RE Pi cas Damane
Charl es Bl é Goudé
Soul eymane Kanar at e
Syl vanus Cor é - student activists

Pi cas Damane, deputy secretary general of the Fédération estudiantine et
scolaire de Cote d'lIvoire (FESCI), Ivorian Federation of Student and Schoo
Pupils and three other FESCI |eaders have been held i ncormuni cado since 19
Decenber and Ammesty International fears that they are at serious risk of
ill-treatnent. Al of them appear to be prisoners of conscience, detained
because of their nenbership of FESCI, an organization which the governnent
cl ai n8 has been out!| awed.

The four were arrested the day after violent clashes between security
forces and students denonstrating about schol arship paynments. Despite the
fact that it was not clear that FESCI was responsible for the violence, the
four | eaders were arrested while they were in the office of the Mnister of
Security, where they had been invited to discuss this and other issues

rai sed by this student organi zation. The arrest of the four FESCI | eaders
may be linked to incidents which took place | ast week during the funeral of
a fornmer FESCI | eader, Jean-Pierre Koukougnon who died in London and whose
corpse had been sent back to Cdte d' Ivoire to be buried there.

The four FESClI |eaders are currently being held in the basenent of the
Pol i ce Headquarters (Préfecture de police) in Abidjan. They are being

deni ed access to a | awer, a doctor and their famlies. They are not known
to have been charged with any crimnal offence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

FESCI, which canpaigns for better student conditions, has been faced

conti nual harassnment for several years. In Septenber 1995 ni ne FESCI
menbers, including Guillaunme Soro, the organization's secretary general
were held i ncommuni cado for nore than one nonth before appearing in a very
weak condition on television where they made a public apol ogy, apparently
under pressure. They were all released without charge sone days later. At
a press conference held at the time of their release, the then M nister of
Security, Ceneral Gaston Quassénan Koné said that the |voiran governnent
consi dered FESCI to have been dissolved in 1991 and that "in future anyone
claimng to be a nenber of FESCI will be considered an outlaw'. Follow ng
these public threats, sonme of its |eaders were obliged to go into hiding.

In May and August 1996, two press conferences held by FESCI at the
Youpougon uni versity canmpus in Abidjan were forcibly broken up by security
forces who beat and ill-treated the students, sone of whomwere briefly
detai ned. Last year, in a simlar incident, a visitor to the student
campus, Sylvie Anoma, was allegedly raped by a nenber of the security
forces. Despite the lodging of a formal conplaint, to date no officia
inquiry is known to have been carried out.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmil
letters in French or your own | anguage:



- expressing concern that four student nenbers of the Fédération

estudi antine et scolaire de Cote d'Ivoire (FESCI), arrested on 19 Decenber,
are being held in incommunicado detention, which provides no safeguards
agai nst torture and ill-treatnent, in Abidjan

- urging that the detainees be allowed i medi ate access to | ega
representatives, their famlies and, if necessary, nedical treatnent;

- expressing concern that sone or all of the student |eaders arrested may
be prisoners of conscience, held solely on account of their non-viol ent
political activities and urging the authorities to release these prisoners
if they are not to be charged pronptly with recognizable crimnal offences
and given a fair and public trial within a reasonable period of tine.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Son Excel | ence

Henri Konan Bedi é

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence, Boulevard C ozel, Abidjan
Républ i que de Cdte d' Ivoire

Fax: +225 21 1425

Tel egrans: Président Bedi é, Abidjan, Cbte d' lvoire
Tel exes: 23754 PRESID Cl OR 23169 PRELIT Cl
Sal utation: Monsieur |e Président/Dear President

Prinme Mnister

M Dani el Kabl an Duncan

Premer Mnistre

Le Primature, Abidjan

Républ i que de Cdte d'Ivoire

Tel egrans: Premier Mnistre, Abidjan, Cbdte d' Ivoire

Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre/ Dear Prine Mnister

M ni ster of Justice

M Brou Kouakou

M nistre de |la Justice

M ni stére de |a Justice

Boul evard Angoul vant, BP V107, Abidjan

Républ i que de Cdte d' Ivoire

Tel egranms: Mnistre Justice, Abidjan, Cbdte d' Ivoire

Tel exes: 23752 M NAFET ClI (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)
Sal utation: Monsieur |le Mnistre/ Dear M nister

M ni ster of Security

M Marcel Di bonan Koné

Mnistre de la Sécurité

M nistéere de |a Sécurité

Boul evard Angoul vant, Abidjan

Républ i que de Cdte d' Ivoire

Fax: +225 21 3981

Tel egrans: Mnistre Sécurité, Abidjan, Cbte d'Ivoire
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre/Dear M nister

COPI ES TO
M nister for Higher Education
M Saliou Touré




M nistre de |'Ensei gnenent Supéri eur
M ni stére de |'Ensei gnenent Supérieur
Abi dj an

Républ i que de Cdte d'lvoire

and to diplomatic representatives of Cdote d' Ivoire accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 February 1997.



