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Further information on EXTRA 71/00 (AFR 32/05/00, 22 August 2000) and
fol l owup (AFR 32/06/00, 29 August 2000) - Ill-treatnent / Fear for Safety

KENYA Pr o- denocracy activists

Fol l owi ng i ntense national and international pressure, the pro-denocracy
rally held in Monbasa on 9 Septenber went ahead peaceful |y.

The rally had been postponed from 26 August after the police had refused
opposi tion MP Janes O engo, who organi zed the neeting, permission for it to
go ahead. The reason given was that another rally was being held in Mnbasa
on that day.

Ammesty International had feared that the police would try to prevent the

rally from goi ng ahead. The police had violently disrupted an earlier pro-
denocracy neeting, also organized by Janes Orengo, in Nairobi on 19 August,
killing at |east one person and injuring nmany others.

El ections are due to be held in Kenya in 2002, but it is runoured that the
governnent is planning to call an early election at short notice. Gven the
banni ng and vi ol ent disruption of pro-denocracy rallies that occurred in
the run up to the 1997 el ections, Amesty International remains concerned
for the safety of those organizing or attending rallies in future.

No further action is required. Many thanks to those who sent appeal s.



