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Further information on EXTRA 53/99 (AFR 32/08/99, 20 April 1999) - FEear for
saf et y/ Excessive use of force by police

KENYA James Orengo, MP, and others

Ammesty International has learned that political rallies on 24 April 1999
wer e disrupted by violence by police and ot hers.

Two peopl e, one a plainclothes police officer, were seriously injured
during fighting in Ugunja town at a haranbee (fundraising nmeeting)

organi sed by Raila Odinga MP, | eader of the National Devel opment Party
(NDP). The two were reportedly beaten by NDP youth nenbers, armed with
whi ps, clubs and sling shots, who thought they were supporters of Janes
Orengo. The policeman who was beaten had his gun stolen by his attackers.
Five people were reportedly arrested.

James Orengo, MP for the Forum for the Restoration of Denobcracy (FORD -
Kenya), the organiser of a rival political neeting scheduled to be held
si mul taneously, was detained by police at a road bl ock about 5km outside
Ugunja Town until the haranbee ended. Police had declared M Orengo’s
rally illegal that norning to try to prevent it from going ahead. On
reaching Ugunja town, M Orengo and his supporters addressed a crowd of
approxi mately 3000.

After an hour, the police fired into the air and used tear gas to try to

di sperse the crowds fighting in the streets. They are reported to have

cl ubbed people freely as they ran for cover. It is also reported the police
beat two journalists covering the rally and smashed their car w ndscreens.
Ri ot police charged at other journalists as they attenpted to file their
stories from nearby phone boot hs.

The depl oynent of |arge nunbers of riot police did not prevent violence. It
was reported that police searched vehicles entering the town for supporters
of Janes Orengo but did not prevent over 100 Odi nga supporters, who clearly
arrived with violence in mnd, fromattacki ng dozens of people they thought
were supporters of James Orengo.

El sewhere in Kenya that day, Social Denocratic Party |eader Charity Ngilu,
MP, needed hospital treatment for her injuries after youth wi ng nenbers of
the ruling party Kenya African National Union (KANU) threw stones at her
car in Mutono (in Nyanbene District, central Kenya). Charity Ngilu was
attending the count at a local by-election, during which KANU supporters
al | egedly handed out nobney to voters at the polling station. Police are
reported to have triggered the violence by forcibly ejecting KANU and NDP
supporters fromthe | ocal counting hall

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send a further round of

tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmail letters in English or your own | anguage:
- expressing concern that police did not prevent or effectively end viol ence hy
political supporters at the rally organized by James Orengo on 24 April 1999;

- requesting an inquiry into police use of excessive force at political neetings and

policing of such neetings;



- urging the authorities to issue a public statenment to the police, mlitary and
ot her security forces responsible for policing political neetings saying that

excessive use of force will not be tolerated,;
- seeking assurances that future policing of peaceful denonstrations and activities
organi zed by MPs, other organizations and human rights activists will not result in

police brutality, arrests, threats or harassnent of those attending.
APPEALS TO

Maj or Marsden Madoka

M ni ster of State (responsible for internal security)

O fice of the President

PO Box 30510

Nai robi, Kenya

Tel egrans: Maj or Madoka, Nairobi, Kenya

Faxes: + 254 2 337340 (if no tone please try later)
Sal utation: Dear Maj or

Conmmi ssi oner Phil enon Abong' o

Conmi ssi oner of Police

PO Box 30083

Nai robi, Kenya

Tel egranms: Police Comr ssioner Abong' o, Nairobi, Kenya
Faxes: + 254 2 330495

Sal ut ati on: Dear Commi ssioner

COPI ES TO

M  Anmps Wako, Attorney General, PO Box 40112, Nairobi, Kenya
Faxes: + 254 2 211082

The Daily Nation, PO Box 49010, Nairobi, Kenya
Faxes: + 254 2 213946

and to diplomatic representatives of Kenya accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



