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Pl ease bring this action to the attention of the person in your section
responsi ble for outreach work as it is felt that appeals from church

organi zati ons may be particularly effective.

UA 141/ 92 Legal concern 6 May 1992

MALAW : Reverend Aaron LONGWE, presbyterian church mnister
Chi yenda MKANDAW RE, presbyterian church el der

Two officials of the Church of Central Africa (Presbyterian) (CCAP) have
been detai ned without charge apparently as part of the Ml aw an
Governnment's suppression of public criticism Reverend Aaron Longwe and
Chi yenda Mkandawire were arrested in Lilongwe on 29 or 30 April 1992 and
are held at Maula Prison, reportedly without charge. There are reports
that Reverend Longwe's wife and three children are being held under house
arrest. Reverend Longwe had previously been arrested on 27 April 1992 and
held for a day. Both nmen are fromthe Muzu congregati on of the CCAP, in
northern Mal aw .

The precise reason for their detention has not been stated, but it is
clearly connected with the recent public upsurge of criticismof the
government's human rights record. CCAP nmenbers have supported calls for
greater freedom of expression contained in a pastoral letter issued on 8
March 1992 by the country's Roman Cat holic bishops. One of the signatories
of that letter was the Bishop of Mtuzu, Monsignor John Roche, who was
expelled from Malawi on 18 April 1992.

On 26 April 1992 Reverend Longwe is reported to have preached on the thene
of a biblical text fromthe book of Mcah: "The godly have been swept from
the | and; not one upright man remains."

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Mal awi is a one-party state, ruled by the Mal awi Congress Party (MCP) which
is headed by Life-President Dr H Kanuzu Banda. No independent politica
activity or freedom of expression is permtted and detention without tria
of governnent opponents is routine and wi despread. The Roman Cat holic

bi shops' pastoral letter was the first public expression of dissent within
Mal awi si nce 1964 and has proved to be a catalyst for other criticism of
the governnent, notably fromuniversity students. The bishops thensel ves
were interrogated about their letter, which was then declared seditious,
and there were public calls for their execution fromsenior party figures.
At about the sane tinme that Monsignor Roche was expelled from Mal awi, a
South African mnister in the CCAP, Reverend Ryk van Veerden, was al so
deport ed.

Li fe-President Banda is hinmself a presbyterian and was at one tinme an el der
in the Church of Scotl and.



On 6 April 1992, Chakufwa Chi hana, a trade union official who had publicly
supported the Roman Catholic bishops and called for an end to the MCP's
nmonopol y of power, was arrested at the airport in Lilongwe as he returned
fromattending neetings in Zanbia (see UA 114/92, AFR 36/09/92, 6 Apri
1992 and nost recent followup AFR 36/13/92, 30 April 1992). On 28 Apri
1992 the governnent closed Chancellor College, which is part of the
University of Malawi, after student protests. The college had only just
reopened; it had been closed in md-March after student denmpnstrations in
support of the bishops. Ammesty International is concerned about reports
that students arrested after the earlier protests were tortured.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes and airmai
letters:

- requesting information about the | egal basis for the detention of
Reverend Aaron Longwe and Chi yenda Mandawi re;

- seeking assurances that they are physically safe and have access to
visits fromtheir famlies and | awyers of their choice;

- calling for themto be released if they are not to be charged with a
recogni zably crimnal offence and brought pronptly and fairly to trial
- seeking assurances that there are no restrictions on the freedom of
nmovenment of Ms Longwe and her chil dren.

APPEALS TO

1) HE The Life-President Ngwazi Dr H Kanmuzu Banda
O fice of the President and Cabi net

P/ Bag 301

Lil ongwe 3

Mal awi

Tel egrams: Life-President Banda Lil ongwe, Mal aw

Tel exes: 44389 PRES M; 44766 JUSTICE M; 44113 EXTERNAL M
Faxes: + 265 731878

[ Sal utation: Your Excellency]

2) Hon. J Z U Tenbo

M nister of State in the Ofice of the President

P/ Bag 301

Lil ongwe 3

Mal awi

Tel egrams: M nister of State Tembo, Lilongwe, Ml aw
[ Sal utation: Dear M nister]

3) M MacW I Iliam Lunguzi

I nspect or-General of Police

P/ Bag 305

Lil ongwe 3

Mal awi

Tel egrams: I nspector-General of Police Lunguzi, Lilongwe, Ml aw
[ Sal utation: Dear Sir]

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

The CGeneral Secretary

Church of Central Africa (Presbyterian)
Li vi ngstoni a Synod

PO Box 112



Mzuzu
Mal awi

and to diplomatic representatives of Malawi in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 17 June 1992.



