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This is a limted action - please organize up to 20 appeal s per section

UA 171/ 92 Extrajudicial executions/fear of torture 21 May 1992

MALI : Rhi ssa Ag | nteke
| brahi m Ag Emarwel , engi neeri ng student
Abdou Ag | brahim )
Al hassane Ag Baye ) Norwegi an Church Aid enpl oyees
Bijiki Ag Intekna )
Chei ck Ag Bendeche)
Ahamadou Ag Hamad
| namoud Ag Anmye, secondary school teacher
I ntal ou Ag Ekawel
Abdel Khader
Mouaji Ag Attiyoub

At least two and possibly all of the above el even people are reported to have
been extrajudicially executed following their arrest on 16 May 1992 by the arned
forces. They are all nenbers of the Tuareg ethnic group. They appear to have
been killed solely because of their ethnic origin and in reprisal for an earlier
attack by Tuareg rebels in which they are believed not to have been invol ved.

On 13 May 1992 an arned Tuareg group seized a Norwegi an Church Aid vehicle near
Gossi in the Tinbuktu Region. Leaving eight of its occupants - five Malians and
three Norwegians - in the bush, the group took one Malian hostage with them and
attacked Gossi the next day, killing a security guard at the Norwegi an Church A d
of fices and four | ocal officials, including the |Iocal gendarmerie chief and the
Sub-Prefect. They apparently told their captives that they did not agree with
the peace accord signed on 11 April 1992 by the Governnent of Mli and the
Mouvenents et fronts unifiés de |'Azawad (MFUA), Unified Movenents and Fronts of
Azawad, an unbrella organization for four Tuareg opposition groups. After
attacking CGossi, they fled the area, taking the Malian hostage with them

On 16 May 1992 an arny unit arrived in Gossi and arrested 11 Tuareg civilians,
allegedly killing two of themthere, Rhissa Ag Intekel and student |brahim Ag
Emarwel , before taking the rest to Gourma Rharous, about 150 kil onetres northwest
of Gossi. However, reports suggest that sone or all of the other prisoners never
reached their destination but were executed at Tinharra, about 25 kilonetres from
Gourma Rharous. The detai nees included Al hassane Ag Baye and three other

enpl oyees of Norwegi an Church Aid, |nanmobud Ag Amaye, a teacher, and four other
Tuareg residents of Gossi.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Fol l owi ng simlar extrajudicial executions of Tuareg civilians in Tinmbuktu and
Léré in May 1991, the governnent said that armed forces officers had been renoved
fromtheir posts and punished, although no details were nade avail able. However,
peace agreenents in January 1991 and April 1992 have been thwarted by continuing



attacks by Tuareg rebels, in which Malians have been killed and vehicles stol en
fromforeign aid agencies and tourists, and by reprisals by the arned forces, in
whi ch Tuareg and Mbors have been extrajudicially executed or detained for |ong
peri ods wi thout charge or trial. Thousands of refugees have fled into

nei ghbouring countri es.

Foll owi ng Presidential elections in April 1992, the President-elect, Al pha OQumar
Konaré, is expected to take office and appoint new mnisters in the com ng weeks.
The new civilian government will replace the interimgovernment, in power since
the March 1991 military coup which overthrew the 23-year governnment of General
Moussa Traor é.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/airmail letters:
(Please note if you are witing in French that Tuareg = Touareg, Tinmbuktu =
Tonmbouct ou)

- expressing concern at reports that Rhissa Ag |Intekel and |brahimAg Emarwe
were extrajudicially executed in Gossi on 16 May 1992 and that sone or all of the
ni ne other detainees arrested in Gossi may have been | ater executed in Tinharra,
near Gourma Rharous;

- expressing concern that nenbers of the Tuareg ethnic group have apparently
agai n been victinms of extrajudicial executions on account of their ethnic origin
and in reprisal for attacks by Tuareg rebels;

- calling for an end to such extrajudicial executions and an i mredi ate judicia
inquiry to examne these incidents with a viewto bringing to justice those
responsi bl e for human rights viol ations;

- urging that anyone arrested solely because of their ethnic origin be rel eased
i medi ately and that any of those arrested in Gossi and accused of a crimna

of fence be guaranteed a fair trial and safeguarded fromtorture or other ill-
treat ment.

APPEALS TO

1) President:

Monsi eur | e Lieutenant- Col onel
Amadou Toumani Tour é

3) Mnister of Defence:
Monsi eur | e Lieutenant- Col onel
Kanf ougouna Koné

Pr ési dent M nistre de | a Défense nationale
Conité de transition pour le salut du et de la Slreté nationale
peupl e M nistére de | a Déf ense national e

La Présidence, BP 1463, Bammko, Mali

Tel egrans: Conmité de transition,
Bamako, Mali

Faxes: + 223 22 3980

Tel exes: 2521 PREMALI M

BP 215, Bamako, Mali
Tel egrans: Mnistre de | a Defense
nati onal e, Bamako, Mali

Sal ut ati on: Monsieur |e Lieutenant-
Col onel / Dear M nister
Sal ut ati on: Monsieur |e Lieutenant-
Col onel /
Dear Li eutenant - Col onel

2) Prime Mnister:
Monsi eur Soumana Sako
Le Premer Mnistre
et Chef du Gouvernenent
Cabi net du Premier Mnistre
Koul ouba, Bamako, Mali
Tel egrans: Prenmier Mnistre, Banako,
Mal i

Salutation: Monsieur |le Prem er
M nistre /
Dear Prime M nister

3) Mnister of the Interior:

Monsi eur |l e Colonel Birama Siré Traoré

M nistre de |' Adm nistration
territoriale

M nistére de |' Adm nistration
territoriale

Bamako, Mali

Tel egrans: Mnistre de |' Adm ni stration

territoriale, Bamako, Mali

Sal ut ati on: Monsieur |e Col onel /
Dear M nister



COPI ES OF SOVE OF YOUR APPEALS TO
the foll owi ng newspapers:

Les Echos Aur or e L' Essor Le Cafard Le Républicain
BP 2043 BP 3150 BP 141 Li béré BP 12.015
Bamako, Mali Banmako, Mali Banako, Mali BP 7292 Ni amey, Ni ger

Dakar, Senega

and Human Ri ghts Organi zati on:

Monsi eur Denba Diallo

Pr ési dent

Associ ation Malienne des Droits de |' Honme
BP 367, Banmko, Mal

and to diplomatic representatives of Mali in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 2 July 1992.



