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UA 23/95 Fear of torture / Legal concern 27 January 1995
MAURI TANI A Ahnmed Qul d Daddah - Secretary Ceneral of the Union des

Forces Dénocrati ques (UFD), Union of Denobcratic Forces
Hanmdi Qul d Mbuknass, President of Union pour la
Dénocratie et le Progrés (UDP), Union for Denpbcracy and
Progress

at | east four other prominent nenbers of the UFD and UDP
i ncl udi ng:

Mohamed ElI Moust apha Oul d Bedr eddi ne, second Deputy
Secretary Ceneral of the UFD

Ahrmed Qul d Lafdal, nenber of the UFD s executive bureau
Di agana Chouai bou, nenber of the UFD s executive bureau
Sy | brahima, Vice-President of the UDP

Two opposition |eaders, Ahnmed Qul d Daddah and Handi Qul d Mouknass, were
arrested on 23 January 1995, together with at |east four other opposition
activists, following riots in the capital, Nouakchott, and other towns
during the weekend of 21/22 January. Ahnmed Qul d Daddah and Hanmdi CQuld
Mouknass are reported to have been noved fromthe place where they were
initially held in Nouakchott to an unknown destination. None of those
arrested are known to have been charged with any offence and they remain
hel d i ncommuni cado. There are fears that they may be at risk of torture
while in incommuni cado detention.

The arrests occurred after the authorities accused Mauritania's two main
opposition parties, the UFD and the UDP, of fomenting unrest follow ng
denonstrations in Nouakchott and el sewhere on 21 and 22 January agai nst a
25 per cent increase in the price of bread. Opposition |eaders have
claimed that the denmpnstrations started spontaneously and have condemed
the acts of violence which occurred.

On 24 January, at least 10 further arrests took place in Nouakchott after
anot her denonstrati on demandi ng the rel ease of those arrested on 23 January
and again protesting at the price increase. Although official sources said
that the 10 people had been released, it is believed that at |east sone of
these and others arrested in simlar circunstances in the foll ow ng days
remai n held without charge or trial in incomunicado detention

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express and airnai
letters in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the continuing detention outside any |ega
framewor k of opposition party | eaders Ahnmed CQul d Daddah and Handi Qul d
Mouknass and others arrested on or around 23 January 1995;

- explaining that you believe that they may be prisoners of conscience who
have been arrested solely on account of their nenbership of an opposition
party and have not been involved in acts of violence;

- expressing concern for the well-being of prisoners held in inconmmunicado
detention, and seeking assurances that they are being treated humanely in
accordance with international standards;

- urging that all those arrested in connection with the denonstrations be
gi ven inmedi ate access to their fanmlies, and that they should be all owed
to see doctors and | awyers as appropriate;



- urging that if any are to be charged with crimnal offences, they be
formally charged and pronptly brought to trial, and that all others be
i mredi ately and unconditionally rel eased.

APPEALS TO

1. Son Excellence

Monsi eur Maaouya Qul d Sid' Ahned Taya

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence - BP 184, Nouakchott - Mauritania

Tel egrams: President Quld Sid Ahmed Taya, Nouakchott, Muritania
Tel exes: 5580 PRIM MIN

Faxes: + 222 2 52636

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président/Dear M President

2. Monsieur Sid Ahnmed Qul d Boubacar

Prem er ministre et Chef du gouvernenent

La Primature, Nouakchott - Mauritania

Tel egranms: Prine M nister Quld Boubacar, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre/Dear Prine Mnister

3. Monsi eur Sow Abou Denba

M nistre de la Justice

M nistére de | a Justice, Nouakchott - Mauritania
Tel egrams: Justice M nister, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Faxes: + 222 2 52860

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre/Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

1. Monsi eur Mohanmed Lem ne Sal em CQul d Dah

Mnistre de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écommuni cati ons
Mnistéere de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écomruni cati ons

BP 195, Nouakchott - Mauritania

2. Al Bayane (Newspaper)
BP 1673, Nouakchott - Mauritania

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 March 1995.



