EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 38/04/95
13 Novenber 1995
Further information on UA 247/95 (AFR 38/03/95, 26 COctober 1995) - Fear of

ill-treatnent / | egal concern and new concerns: JTorture / Fear of unfair
trial

MAURI TANI A Menmed Qul d Ahned
Mohamed Yehdi h Quld Breideli
Hamada Qul d Beddy
Mohamed CQul d Bowba

New nanes: Chei kh Qul d Quda' a
Chei kh Qul d Bouasri a
Abdel | ahi Qul d M Hai ned
Bah Qul d Bah
I ssa Quld Bell al
El Arbi Quld Mul aye Zeine
Ahmed Qul d Mohaned Brahim
Didi Quld Wi ssat
Baba Qul d Ahned Legraa
Chei khna Qul d Sakr hawi
Nahi Qul d Nabhi

Rel eased: Mohamed Qul d Hanady
Abdel | ahi Qul d Mohanedou

Fifty-two of the people arrested since 24 Cctober 1995, including one worman
and seven mlitary officers, have been charged with nenbership of an
illegal association and creating a new political nmovenent contrary to the

| aw. The nore serious charge of providing information to a foreign power
has been dropped. They are due to appear before the Cour correctionnelle
(Correctional court) immnently.

The defendants' |awyers have been denied access to the | egal dossiers.

Sone of the accused, including the 11 new nanmes added above, have nmade
statements that they were tortured during their interrogation. The |awers
have demanded a nedi cal exam nation of the accused, which has been accepted
by the authorities, but has not yet been carried out. After interrogation
some of those arrested were rel eased.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in French or Arabic or in your own | anguage:
- urging that those facing trial are given a fair trial, in particular

- defence | awers should be given adequate access to their
clients and to their dossiers;

- al l egations of torture nust be thoroughly investigated in court
and no confessions which may have been extracted as a result of
torture should be accepted in evidence;

- the hearings should be held in public.

- urging the authorities to allow a thorough and i ndependent nedi ca

exam nati on of the defendants;

- expressing concern that the defendants appear to have been charged solely
because of their non-violent political activities and urging that, if this
is the case, they be immedi ately and unconditionally rel eased.

APPEALS TO



2

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur Maaouya Qul d Sid' Ahned Taya

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence - BP 184

NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania

Tel egranms: Le President, Nouakchott, Muritania

Tel exes: 5580 PRIM MIN

Faxes: +222 2 52636

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président / Dear M President

Monsi eur Mohanmed Lem ne Sal em Qul d Dah

Mnistre de |I'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écomruni cations
Mnistére de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél éconmuni cations
BP 195

NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania

Tel egranms: Mnistre de |'Interieur, Nouakchott, Muritania

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

Monsi eur Et hmane Sid' Ahned Yassa

M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

NOUAKCHOTT

Mauri tani a

Tel egranms: M nstre de | a Justice, Nouakchott, Muritania
Faxes: +222 2 52860

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur | e Rédacteur en chef, Mauritanie Nouvelles, BP 3901, Nouakchott,
Mauritani a

Agence Mauritani enne d'Information, BP 371, Nouakchott, Mauritania
and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 Decenber 1995.



