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MAURI TANI A: Sarr Al assane N Dama, aged 34
Ni ass Yaya, aged 30
M Bodj Ham dou
Diop Ismaila Denba, aged 34
Di a Hamat h At ounane

The five people naned above, all black Mauritanians fromthe Hal - Pul aar ethnic
group, are anmong a group of people who were arrested on 23 August 1992 by nenbers
of the security forces in the village of Sory-Mal é (Departnment of M Bagne),

| ocated in southern Mauritani a on the Senegal River Valley.

The village was surrounded by nmenmbers of the security forces on 23 August 1992
after an Arab trader was shot dead there on 22 August 1992. All the nale
villagers, between 18 and 70 years of age, were taken to the |ocal school to be
interrogated. Eleven people were arrested; sone were | ater rel eased, but at

| east four, Sarr Alassane N Dama, Ni ass Yaya, M Bodj Ham dou and Diop Ismaila
Denba, were transferred to the nearby town of Aleg, where they were formally
charged with murder and renmanded in custody. They are reported to have been
subjected to torture. One other person, Dia Hamath Atounmane, aged 70 and brot her
of the chief of the village, is reported to have died in Sory-Ml é on 24 August
1992 as result of torture. He was apparently severely beaten up during

i nterrogation.

Ammesty International is concerned about the death under torture of Dia Hamath
At ounane and al so that those currently detained in Al eg have been tortured during
interrogation and may be subjected to further torture and ill-treatnent.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Fol l owi ng i nterconmunal disturbances in April 1989 in both Muuritania and
Senegal , the predom nantly Arab governnment in Mauritania was responsible for a
seri es of operations against black Mauritanians fromthe Hal - Pul aar ethnic group
As well as expelling all Senegal ese nationals living in Mauritania, nore than
50, 000 bl ack Mauritani ans were expelled to Senegal. During these expul sions,
governnment forces have committed extensive human rights abuses including
arbitrary arrests, torture and extrajudicial executions against black
Mauritanians living in the Senegal River Valley. The village of Sory-Mlé
experienced a brutal repression in 1990 and a nmass grave of victins was
apparently discovered in March 1992.

In May 1992, Senegal and Mauritania renewed di plomatic ties, but many of the
bl ack Mauritani ans expelled from Mauritani a have not returned hone for fear of
further persecution. Although the situation is now rmuch calner in the Senega



Ri ver Valley, there have been reports of isolated human rights abuses such as
extrajudicial executions and arbitrary arrests.

During 1992, there have been multi-party elections, |argely boycotted by the
opposition parties, which returned Col onel Maaouya Quld Sid" Ahnmed Taya to the
post of President. Hi s new governnent has pronised to work towards respect for
human rights and denocracy.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express and airnai
letters either in French or Arabic or in your own | anguage:
- expressing concern at reports of the death of Dia Hamath At oumane in Sory- Mal é
as a result of torture, and urging the authorities to open an independent and
inmpartial inquiry into the circunstances of his death and calling for those found
responsi ble for torturing or killing prisoners to be brought to justice;

- expressing concern at reports that others arrested in Sory-Ml é were subjected
to torture, including Sarr Al assane N Damm, Ni ass Yaya, M Bodj Ham dou, Diop

I smail a Denba, and urging the authorities to hold an independent and inpartia
inquiry into these reports;

- seeking assurances that these four are not detained on basis of statenments or
ot her evidence obtained under torture and that they will not be subjected to
further torture or any cruel, inhuman or any other fornms of degrading treatnent;

- urging the authorities to allow these four i medi ate access to representatives
of the Procuracy, |egal counsel, to relatives and also to receive adequate
nmedi cal treatnent if needed.

APPEALS TO

1) President:

Son Excel | ence Sal ut ati on: Dear President /
Monsi eur | e Col onel Monsi eur | e Président

Maaouya Qul d Sid Ahned Taya

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Preésidence - BP 184

Nouakchott, Mauritanie

Tel egrams: President CQuld Taya, Nouakchott, Mauritanie
Tel exes: 5580 PRI M MIN

Faxes: + 222 2 52636

2) Prime Mnister:

Monsi eur Sidi Ahmed Qul d Boubacar Sal utation: Dear Prine Mnister /
Premier ministre et chef du gouvernenent Monsi eur |le Prenmier Mnistre
La Primature

Nouakchott, Mauritanie

Tel egranms: Prine M nister Quld Boubacar, Nouakchott, Mauritanie

3) Mnister of Justice:

Monsi eur Sow Abou Denba Sal utation: Dear Mnister /

M nistre de la Justice Monsieur e Mnistre
M nistéere de | a Justice

Nouakchott, Mauritanie

Tel egranms: Mnistre Justice, Nouakchott, Mauritanie

Tel exes: 5585 M NAF MIN (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

Faxes: + 222 2 52860

4) Mnister of Health:




Mnistre de |la Santé et Sal utation: Dear Mnister /
des Affaires Sociales Monsieur e Mnistre
Mnistére de la Santé et des Affaires Sociales
BP 177, Nouakchott, Mauritanie
Tel egrams: M nistre Santé, Nouakchott, Mauritanie

PLEAS SEND COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Al Bayane (Newspaper)
BP 1673

Nouakchot t
Mauritani a

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 29 October 1992.



