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UA 315/98 Hel d i ncommuni cado/fear of ill-treatnent/
pri soners of conscience 22 Decenber 1998
MAURI TANI A Ahnmed Qul d Daddah, opposition party | eader

Mohanmeden Qul d Babah, opposition party |eader
Maitre Mohaneden Qul d |chiddou, |awer and opposition
party nenber

The three opposition activists naned above have been detained for their
non-vi ol ent political activities, and denied access to | awers and their
famlies. It is feared the governnent is holding themin an unofficia

pl ace of detention, where they risk ill-treatnment. Ammesty Internationa
consi ders them pri soners of conscience.

Ahmed Qul d Daddah is President of Le Front des Partis d opposition (FPO,
Opposition Parties Front, an unbrella group of opposition parties. He is
al so Secretary General of |’ Union des Forces Dénocratiques - Ere nouvelle
(UFD-EN), Union of Denocratic Forces - New Era, one of the four parties
that make up the FPO. Mohameden Qul d Babah is a nenber of the UFD EN
executive bureau. Maltre Mohanmeden Quld |chiddou is a UFD- EN nenber.

The nmen were arrested on 16 Decenber 1998 in the capital, Nouakchott,
apparently after allegations were nmade at an FPO neeting that the
government was planning to accept Israeli nuclear waste for dunping. This
al | egati on had appeared earlier in the Mroccan press.

The following day the Mnister of the Interior announced that they were to
be charged with “atteinte aux intéréts du pays et a son inage de marque a
travers des accusations non fondées”, “attacking the national interest and
the country’s reputation by maki ng basel ess accusations”. However, no
charges have been brought, and the nmen are believed to have been noved to a
renmote unofficial place of detention in Boundeid, at |east 500 kil onetres
fromthe capital

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In | ate Novenmber 1998 the FPO announced it woul d boycott nunicipa

el ections due to take place in January 1999, because the government had
refused to involve themin organising elections. In 1997 several opposition
parties boycotted the Presidential elections when their demands for an

i ndependent el ectoral comm ssion were not met.

Ahnmed Qul d Daddah was previously arrested in January 1995 and held as a
pri soner of conscience for sone two weeks. |In January 1997 at |east 10
ot her opposition politicians were arrested for their political activities.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in French or Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Ahned CQul d Daddah, Mhaneden Qul d Babah and
Maitre Mohameden Qul d | chi ddou have been detai ned w thout charge for non-
violent political activities, and urging that they are not ill-treated;

- urging the authorities to nake public their place of detention and their
| egal status, and inmediately grant them access to their fanmlies, and to
doctors and | awers of their choice;



- stating that Amesty International believes themto be prisoners of
consci ence, and urging that they are i medi ately and unconditionally

rel eased,;

- rem nding the governnent of Mauritania of its commitnment to the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, in particular Article 19: “Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression”, and Article 20, “Everyone has
the right to freedom of peaceful assenbly and association”.

APPEALS TO

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur Maaouya Qul d Sid' Ahned Taya

Prési dent de | a République

La Présidence - BP 184

NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania

Tel egrams: Le President, Nouakchott, Mauritania

Tel exes: 5580 PRIM MIN

Faxes: +222 2 56890 / +222 2 52636

Sal utation: Monsieur Le President / Dear M President

Monsi eur Chei kh EI Avia Quld Mohanmed Khouna

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres et de | a Coopération

M ni stére des Affaires étrangeres,

BP 230

NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania

Tel egranms: Mnistre des Affaires étrangéres, Nouakchott, Muritania
Faxes: +222 2 52860

Sal utation: Mnsieur Le Mnistre / Dear M nister

Monsi eur Dah Qul d Abdel Jeli

Mnistre de |’Intérieur, Postes et Tél écommunications

M nistéere de |’ Intérieur

BP 195

NOUAKCHOTT

Mauritani a

Tel egrams: Mnistre de |’ Intérieur, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Faxes: +222 2 52020

Salutation: Monsieur Le Mnistre / Dear M nister

COPI ES TO
La Tribune (newspaper), BP 6227, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Faxes: +222 2 50209

Uni on des Forces Dénocratiques, BP 5290, Nouakchott, Muritania
Faxes: +222 2 56570
E-mai | : mai | box@f d- en. org

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 2 February 1999.

"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expressi on”



Article 19, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

"Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assenbly and
associ ati on”
Article 20, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. amesty. excite.com



