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This is alimted action. Please restrict appeals to 20 per section

UA 161/ 98 Fear for safety of Human Rights Activist /
Possi bl e “di sappear ance” 21 May 1998
NAM BI A Manuel Sahanda Neto, doctor of geol ogy and Executive

Director of the Angol an Human Ri ghts League in Nam bi a

Manuel Sahanda Net o, an Angol an national granted refugee status in Nanm bia,
was arrested on 18 May 1998 and has since “disappeared”. It is feared that
he may be being held in incommuni cado detention in Nam bia or that he may
be forcibly repatriated to Angola where he faces possible arbitrary arrest,
ill-treatnent in custody and torture.

The Angol an Human Ri ghts League (LADH) was established on 6 May and has
been | egal ly recogni zed as a non-governnmental organization in Nambia. In
his capacity as the Director of LADH, Manuel Sahanda Neto was recently
invited to attend a conference on | and-m ne cl earance in Johannesburg,
South Africa. Wen he tried to obtain travel docunents, however, Nam bian
Home Affairs officials reportedly informed himthat his directorship of the
LADH was inconpatible with his refugee status. They also stated that they
feared he would use his position to criticize the Angol an Gover nnent,

i ncludi ng during his attendance at the conference. On 18 May he was
granted the necessary docunents, however, but then i medi ately summoned
back to the Home Office where he was arrested, reportedly on the grounds
that he was a “prohibited i mr grant”.

On 19 May the Home Affairs Mnistry reported that Manuel Sahanda Neto was
to be repatriated to Angola at the Gshi kango border post, in Northern
Nam bia. However, no record of his exit from Nam bia has been found.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Nam bi an and Angol an governnents have retained close ties since the
1970s, when the South West Africa Peoples Organisation (SWAPO), the ruling
party in Nam bia since independence in 1990, used Angola as its base.

According to a local human rights organization, the National Society for
Human Ri ghts, Angol a’ s Ambassador to Nami bia was reported to have cl ai ned
that the LADH was “one of the doors the Uniao Nacional Para a |ndependéncia
Total de Angola, UNITA, the National Union for the Total |ndependence of
Angol a [the former Angol an arned opposition] has found to be present in
Nam bi a” .

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern about the safety of Manuel Sahanda Neto follow ng his
arrest on 18 May 1998 and subsequent “di sappearance” and asking that, if he
is in detention, he be given i mediate access to his lawers and fanily;

- observing that if Manuel Sahanda Neto is being held in inconmmuni cado
detention that this is a violation of the International Covenant on Civi
and Political Rights (ICCPR), which Nam bia signed in 1994;

- rem nding the Nam bian authorities to respect their internationa
commitnment not to forcibly return refugees to a country where they could
face human rights violations and requesting that they do not, therefore,
deport Manuel Sahanda Net o;



- calling for an independent inquiry into Manuel Sahanda Neto's arrest and
subsequent “di sappearance”.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of Nam bia

Hi s Excell ency Dr Sam Nuj orma

O fice of the President

St at e House

W ndhoek, Republic of Nam bia

Tel egrams: President Nujoma, W ndhoek, Nam bia
Faxes: + 264 61 22 1780 / 61 22 1770

Sal utation: Dear President Nujoma

M nister of Hone Affairs

Hon. Jerry Ekandjo

M ni ster of Home Affairs

M nistry of Home Affairs

W ndhoek, Republic of Nam bia

Tel egranms: M nister Home Affairs, Wndhoek, Nanibia
Faxes: + 264 61 22 3817

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

M Clinton Light

Legal Assistance Centre
PO Box 604

W ndhoek, Nami bi a

Anmbassador Garcia Bires
Angol an Enmbassy

W ndhoek, Nani bi a

Faxes: + 264 61 221 498

Angol an M ni ster of Foreign Affairs
Sua Excel énci a Venancio da Silva Mura
M ni stro das Rel acbes Exteriores

M ni st éri o das Rel acGes Exteriores

Pal aci o do Commeércio

Aveni da Comandante G ka

Luanda
Republ i ca de Angol a
Faxes: + 244 2 39 32 46

and to diplomatic representatives of Nam bia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 2 July 1998.



