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NI GER Aghal i Awai ss
Moussa Qubba
Hal i d Daoul

two other nen (names unknown)

and ot her nmenbers of the Tuareg conmunity

On 17 or 18 May 1994 five civilian men of the Tuareg ethnic group were
arrested in the area north of Agadez. Aghali Awaiss, Mussa Qubba, Halid
Daoul and two ot hers, whose nanmes are not known, are believed to have been
tortured, resulting in the deaths of the two unidentified nen. O her
menbers of the Tuareg comunity are believed to have been arrested since
then and nmay al so be at risk of torture.

These arrests and others reported in recent days seemto be connected to a
resurgence since May 1994 in violent attacks by nmenbers of arned Tuareg
groups and subsequent governnent retaliation. According to officia
sources, the violence has led to the killing of at |east 20 Tuareg. The
armed Tuareg groups claiman even greater nunber of deaths anongst the
mlitary.

Ammesty International respects a governnment's right to arrest people
suspected of acts of violence. However, in addition to its concern that
those arrested by the arny or gendarnerie (para-mlitary police force) may
be tortured or ill-treated, Amesty International fears that sone of the
det ai nees may have been civilians arrested because of their ethnic origin
rat her than because of any evidence of their involvenment in the violence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Confrontation between arned Tuareg groups and the governnment has continued
over several years, nobst notably from May 1990 until a truce was agreed in
June 1993. There were few incidents between Tuareg rebels groups and
government forces in late 1993. However, in February 1994, the

Coordi nation de | a résistance arnée (CRA), Coordination of the Arned
Resi st ance, the coordinating body of several armed Tuareg novenents, issued
a public demand for autonony. This demand was not been nmet in the
government's subsequent proposal for increased decentralisation within a
unified state. Peace talks are set for 15 June, when these conflicting
positions will be discussed.

Rel uct ance of the government to bring to justice those responsible for the
extrajudicial execution, torture and arbitrary arrest of Tuareg remains a
cause for concern.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans, telexes and airmail letters
either in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that two nen arrested around 17 May 1994 with Aghal
Awai ss, Moussa Qubba and Halid Daoul are reported to have di ed under
torture and that the three nen currently held at the prison in Agadez may
al so have been subjected to torture;

- urging the authorities to investigate these allegations of torture and
deaths in custody and to bring to justice anyone suspected of



responsibility for acts of torture;

- seeking assurances that Aghali Awaiss, Mussa Qubba and Halid Daoul and
any ot her detainees are protected fromtorture, and given i medi ate access
to lawers, fanmilies and appropriate nedical treatnment;

- while recognising the governnent's responsibility to identify and bring
to justice those responsible for crimnal acts, urging themto ensure that
any people arrested purely on account of their ethnic origin are rel eased
i medi ately and unconditionally.

APPEALS TO

1) President

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur Mahamane Qusmane

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Prési dence

NI AVEY, Ni ger

Tel egranms: Président de | a République, N anmey, Niger
Sal utation: Monsieur le Président / Dear President

2) Mnister of Justice

Monsi eur Kandi ne Mal | am Adam

M nistre de la Justice et Garde des Sceaux

M nistére de la Justice et Garde des Sceaux

Ni amey, Ni ger

Tel egranms: Mnistre de la Justice, N anmey, Niger
Tel exes: 5214

Sal utation: Dear Mnister / Monsieur le Mnistre

3) Mnister of the Interior
Monsi eur Qumar ou Qusmane

Mnistre de |I'Intérieur

M nistére de |'Intérieur

NI AVEY, Ni ger

Tel egrans: Mnistre de |'intérieur / Mnister of the Interior

Tel exes: 5214
Salutation: Dear Mnister / Monsieur le Mnistre

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Monsi eur Abdour ahmane Hama

M nistre des Affaires Etrangéres et
de | a Coopération

M ni stére des Affaires Etrangéres et
de | a Coopération

BP 396 NI AMEY - Niger

and to diplomatic representatives of Niger accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 July 1994.



