EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 43/02/97
29 January 1997

Further information on UA 19/97 (AFR 43/01/97, 17 January 1997)
Legal Concern/fear of ill-treatnent/probable prisoners of conscience

NI GER At |east 100 nmenbers and supporters of the Front pour |a
restauration et |a défense de |la dénocratie (FRDD), Front for
the Restoration and Defence of Denobcracy, a coalition of eight
opposition parties including:

- Mahamane Qusmane, former president, |eader of the Convention
dénocrati que et social e (CDS)

- Mahamadou | ssoufou, former president of the Nationa

Assenbly, |leader of the Parti nigérien pour |la dénocratie et

I e socialisne (PNDS)

- Mamadou Tandj a, | eader of the Muvenent national pour la

soci été et | e dével oppement (MNSD), the fornmer single party

new nanmes: - Mahamadou Lam ne Yam en, nenber of the CDS
- Sala Habi, fornmer nenber of parlianment and nenber of the MNSD

Ammesty International has |learned that all but one of the detainees
arrested on or around 11 February 1997 were rel eased w thout charge on 23
January 1997. There were no reports of ill-treatnment. One nenber of the
CDS, Mahanmadou Lami ne Yam en, renmmins in detention at the headquarters of
the Rensei gnenents généraux (CGeneral Intelligence) in the capital, N aney.
He has not been charged or brought before a court, but has reportedly been
al lowed visits by nenbers of his famly and the CDS

One other political |eader, Sala Habi, a former nenber of parlianent, whose
arrest was announced on 25 January 1997, also renmains in detention wthout
charge or trial. He was arrested in Tahoua (400 kil onetres north-east of
Ni amey) and transferred to the prem ses of the Police judiciaire (Crimna
I nvestigation Departnment) in the capital, where he has been allowed visits.

A rally organi zed by the opposition on 25 January 1997 passed off
peaceful ly and there were no reports of political unrest on 27 January
1997, the first anniversary of the coup which brought President Miinassara
to power.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in French or in your own | anguage:

- welconing the rel ease of nobst of those arrested on or around 11 January
1997;

- expressing concern at the continued detention wi thout charge or trial of
Mahamadou Lami ne Yani en and Sal a Habi, beyond the legal limts of garde a
vue detention;

- seeking clarification of the detainees' |egal status and urging that they
be released forthwith if they are not to be brought before a court and
charged with a recogni zabl e crim nal offence.

APPEALS TGO

Pr esi dent
Son Excel |l ence



2

Monsi eur | e général |brahi mBaré Miinassara
Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence, Nianey, Niger

Tel egrams: President, N aney, N ger

Fax: + 227 733430

Sal utation: Excellence / Dear President

Prime Mnister

Monsi eur Amadou Boubakar Cissé

Premier Mnistre

La Primature, Nianey, Niger

Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre, N anmey, Niger

Fax: c/o Mnistry of Foreign Affairs +227 735231

Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre /| Dear Prime M nister

Mnister for the Interior
Monsi eur |di Ango Onmar

Mnistre de |'Intérieur

M nistére de |'intérieur, N aney, Niger

Tel egranms: Mnistre Intérieur, N anmey, Niger
Tel ex: 5214

Fax: +227 722176
Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

Mnister for Justice

Monsi eur Boubé Qumarou

M nistre de la Justice et des Droits de |'Home, Garde des Sceaux
M nistére de la Justice, Nianmey, Niger

Tel egranms: Mnistre Justice, N anmey, Niger

Fax: +227 735231

Tel ex: 5214

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur | brahi m Hassane Mayaki

M nistre d' Etat, chargé des Rel ations Extérieures,
M ni stére des Affaires étrangeres,

Ni amey, Ni ger

Fax: 227 735231

and to diplomatic representatives of Niger accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 12 March 1997.



