PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 47/14/99
23 August 1999

Further information on EXTRA 71/97 (AFR 47/17/97, 19 May 1997) and fol |l ow
up (AFR 47/19/97, 2 June 1997) - Death penalty / unfair tria

RWANDA Léoni das Ndi kumwam , busi nessman from Bur und

Léoni das Ndi kumwami , a Burundi an national who was sentenced to death in
Rwanda after an unfair trial in January 1997, was acquitted by the Court of
Appeal in May 1999. He was released on 7 July 1999.

Léoni das Ndi kumwani was anong the first wave of people to be tried in
Rwanda for participation in the genocide, which clainmed as nany as one

mllion lives in 1994. His trial took place in the Rwandese capital Kigal
on 20 January 1997. He had been deni ed access to a | awyer and was sentenced
to death after an unfair trial. He was allowed to be assisted by a | awer

only in the appeal phase. On 31 May 1997, the Court of Appeal ruled that
hi s appeal was adnissible on the grounds that his right to | egal defence
had not been respected; it ordered further investigations into the charges
against him This was the first tinme that an appeal had been rul ed

admi ssi ble since the genocide trials began in Rwanda in Decenber 1996.

However, Léonidas Ndi kumvam renmined in Kigali Central Prison, under
sentence of death, for a further two years, awaiting the outcone of the

i nvestigations ordered by the Court of Appeal. \When Amesty |Internationa
del egates visited himin prison in February 1998, he had not received any
news about the progress of his case. On 24 April 1998, 22 other people who
had been sentenced to death for participation in the genocide were publicly
execut ed; they included several who had been tried at around the sanme tine
as Léoni das Ndi kunwam .

On 28 May 1999, Léonidas Ndi kumnvam was acquitted by the Court of Appeal on
the grounds that there was insufficient evidence of his participation in

t he genoci de. Sone of the individuals who had accused himof these crines
reportedly protested to the President of the Court of Appeal, but the Court
stood by its judgnent, explaining that there was no proof of his guilt.
Léoni das Ndi kumwani spent a further nonth in prison following his acquitta
and was eventually released on 7 July 1999. He has now safely returned to
hi s home country Burundi

Léoni das Ndi kumwanmi has since expressed his gratitude to all those who
participated in Amesty International’s Urgent Action. He said that the
know edge that the organization was acting on his behalf had been a great
source of confort to himduring his tinme in prison. He also w shes Amesty
International success in its canpaign for an end to the use of the death
penal ty worl dw de.

Many thanks to all those who participated in this Urgent Action. No
further action is required.



