PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 47/21/99

UA 315/ 99 “ Di sappearance” 7 Decenber 1999

RWANDA Edouard Moabuka, peasant, aged 28

There are fears for the safety of Edouard Mpabuka, who was taken froma
detention centre by soldiers on 8 Novenber 1999 and whose whereabouts are
now unknown.

Edouard Moabuka was detained in the cachot comrunal (conmune detention
centre) of Gciye, in the northwestern préfecture of Gsenyi. On the
eveni ng of 8 Novenber, soldiers reportedly took himaway fromthe cachot in
a white truck. There are unconfirmed reports that he was killed at G tebe,

| ess than one kil onetre away.

The local authorities have reportedly confirnmed that he is no | onger
detai ned at the cachot in Gciye but have not reveal ed his whereabouts.

He had previously been released fromthe brigade (gendarmerie detention
centre) at Kabaya, in G senyi, on 15 Cctober, but was re-arrested soon
afterwards and detained in G ciye cachot.

Edouard Moabuka conmes from Ghira cellule, Ghira secteur, G ciye comune,
in G senyi.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Si nce 1997 hundreds of people have “di sappeared” in Rwanda, many in the
nort hwestern préfectures of G senyi and Ruhengeri. The | argest nunber of
“di sappearances” occurred in 1997 and 1998, during a period of arned
conflict between the Rwandese security forces and arnmed opposition groups
believed to include nmenmbers of the fornmer Rwandese arny who took part in
t he genocide in 1994.

“Di sappear ances” have continued in 1999, albeit on a | esser scale. Mbst
peopl e who “di sappear” are presuned dead, and their famlies rarely find
the bodi es. However, some of those who “di sappear” are thought to be held
in unofficial or inaccessible detention centres, such as mlitary canps.
The practice of detaining civilians in mlitary canps has continued

t hroughout 1999, especially in the northwest of Rwanda. A nunber of people
have “di sappeared” after being transferred fromone detention centre to
anot her .

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in French, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Edouard Myabuka, who was reportedly
taken by soldiers fromthe cachot communal of G ciye to an unknown
destinati on on 8 November 1999;

- appealing to the authorities to establish his whereabouts and whet her he
is alive as a matter of urgency, and to informhis famly;

- asking for assurances that his safety be guaranteed, if he is alive;

- asking for an immedi ate investigation into his “di sappearance” and
possi bl e death, and calling for those found responsible to be brought to
justice.

APPEALS TO



2

Shei kh Abdul Kari m HARELI MANA

Mnistre de la Sécurité intérieure

Mnistére de la Sécurité intérieure

BP 446, Kigali, Rwanda

Tel egranms: Mnister Interior, Kigali, Rwanda
Fax: + 250 82071

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Capi tai ne Jean-Bapti ste MJH RWA

Préfet de G senyi

Préfecture de G senyi

BP 173, G senyi, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 61312

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Préfet / Dear Sir

Jean de Di eu MJUCYO

M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

BP 160, Kigali, Rwanda

Tel egrams: M nister Justice, Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 86509

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

General Major Paul KAGAME

Vice-Président et Mnistre de | a Déf ense

M ni stéere de | a Défense

BP 23, Kigali, Rwanda

Tel egrams: Vice-President, Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 72431 / 76969

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Vice-Président / Dear Vice-President

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Rwanda accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 18 January 2000.



