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Sections are strongly encouraged to seek appeals from nmenbers of the Miuslim
community residing in their own country who m ght invoke their own
argunents based on the Islamc faith and culture, as these argunents are
likely to carry nore weight with the authorities in Sudan

UA 373/91 Fear of Execution and Crucifixion 4 Novenber 1991

SUDAN Al'i Mhaned Bashir
G ma Mohanmed Adam
I smai | Haroun Adam
Mohamed Abdel Ham d

In late October 1991, the four nen naned above were sentenced to death by
hangi ng after which their bodies are to be publicly crucified. They were
convicted by a special court in El Fashir, the capital of Darfur in western
Sudan, of armed robbery and illegal possession of arms. The special court
was apparently headed by a judge assisted by a mlitary officer and a
menber of the police force. It is not known whether the four have the right
to appeal to a higher court against their sentences.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

These are the second set of death sentences involving hangi ng and

cruci fixion that have been passed in El-Fashir in October 1991. On 10
October, four nmen were sentenced to death by hanging and crucifixion after
bei ng convicted of arned robbery, firearms offences and of "spreading
corruption on earth" as defined under the Sudan governnment's interpretation
of Islamic Shari'a law in the new penal code introduced in March 1991 (see
UA 349/91, Al |ndex AFR 54/18/91, 21 COctober). It is not known whet her

t he sentences have yet been carried out. The | ast known execution by
hangi ng foll owed by crucifixion in Sudan took place in August 1990 when two
men convi cted of nurder and theft were hanged and then crucified in public
in El Fashir.

At | east 120 peopl e whom the government has accused of being arned
robbers have been arrested in the |ast couple of nmonths during military
operations in Darfur. Darfur has been the scene of conpl ex interconmmunal
strife and frequent arned robberies for several years, a situation which
has been exacerbated by conflict in neighbouring Chad until the end of I ast
year, but which also involves acts of rebellion against the authorities in
Khartoum There have been reports of attacks by the arny on vill ages of
both the Fur and Zaghawa peoples in Darfur. The governnent has indicated
that its mlitary operations are against what it calls "arnmed bandits".
However, there have been persistent reports of indiscrimnate attacks on
vill ages and of the extrajudicial execution of civilians. |In August 1991
Col onel al -Tayi b I brahi m Mohamed Khair, formerly M nister of Cabinet
Affairs, was appoi nted Regional Governor of Darfur. Since his appointnent
mlitary operations in the area have intensified and there have been
reports of renewed operations involving attacks by the arny on vill ages



i nhabited by the Zaghawa.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern that Ali Mhaned Bashir, G nma Mohaned Adam | smai
Har oun Adam and Mohamed Abdel Hami d have been sentenced to death and that
afterward their bodies are to be publicly crucified,

- explaining Amesty International's opposition to the death penalty in al
cases as a violation of the right to life and the right not to be subjected
to cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent or punishment, as proclainmed in
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts;

- referring to Sudan's obligations under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (I CCPR), which Sudan ratified in 1986, not to
i npose the death penalty except for "the nobst serious crines", and as a
qui te exceptional neasure;

- referring to basic safeguards adopted by the United Nations in May 1984
to protect the rights of anyone facing the death penalty, one of which
stipul ates that anyone sentenced to death should have the right of appea
to a higher court;

- appealing for commutation of their death sentences.

APPEALS TO
Hi s Excel |l ency Lieutenant General Orar Hassan al - Bashir Your Excell ency
Head of State and Chairman of the National
Sal vation Revol uti on Command Council ( NSRCC)
Peopl e' s Pal ace
PO Box 281
Khart oum Sudan
Tel egrams: Lt Gen Omar Hassan al - Bashir, Khartoum Sudan
Tel exes: 22385 PEPLC SD or 22411 KAID SD

Bri gadi er- General al -Zubeir Mhaned Sal eh Dear Bri gadi er-Genera
Deputy Prime Mnister, Mnister of the Interior and
Deputy Chairman of the NSRCC
Peopl e' s Pal ace
PO Box 281
Khart oum Sudan
Tel egrams: Brig-Gen al -Zubeir Mhamed Sal eh, Khartoum Sudan
Tel exes: 22842 WZARA SD or 22604 |1 PCOL SD

Bri gadi er Ahmad Mahnoud Hassan Dear Brigadier
M ni ster of Justice and Attorney-Ceneral

M ni stry of Justice

Khart oum Sudan

Tel exes: 22459 KHRJA SD or 22461 KHRJA SD (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

COPI ES TO

M Jalal Ali Lufti M Ali Sahl ou

Chi ef Justice M ni ster of Foreign
Law Courts Affairs
Khart oum Sudan M ni stry of Foreign

Affairs
Khart oum Sudan

and to diplomatic representatives of Sudan in your country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 Decenber 1991.



