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UA 127 /08 I ncommunicado deten t ion /Fear  of  Tor tu re

SUDAN Musta fa Nas i r  Al Din Tambor (m) ,  aged 27 ,  s tudent
Gamar Eld in Abaker Abu Alkha i ra t  (m) ,  aged 27 ,  s tuden t
Al Sad iq Abda l la  Bash i r  (m) ,  age unknown,  cont rac tor
Arbab Husse in Abud l  Mula I b rah im,  (m)  aged 40 ,  s ta f f  member of  
I n te rna t iona l  Medica l  Corps

Gamar  E ld in  Abake r ,  A l  Sad iq  Abda l l a  Bash i r ,  Arbab Husse in  and Mus ta fa  Nas i r  A l  
D in  have been de ta i ned by t he Nat i ona l  I n t e l l i gence and Secu r i t y  Serv i ces  (N ISS)  
f o r  ove r  f ou r  weeks  i n  t he  t own  o f  Za l i nge i ,  Wes t  Dar fu r .  Arbab  Husse in  i s  
r epo r t ed t o  be he ld  i n commun i cado ,  wh i l e  t he  o the r  t h ree men were a l l owed a t o t a l  
o f  two v i s i t s  by r e l a t i ves  s ince t he i r  a r res t .  Amnes ty  I n te rna t i ona l  i s  conce rned 
f o r  t he i r  sa fe t y  f o l l ow ing  r epo r t s  o f  t he  f r equen t  use  o f  t o r t u re  o r  i l l -
t r ea tmen t  by t he NISS .

The  f ou r  men were  a r res ted  be tween  13  and  15  Apr i l  a t  d i f f e ren t  l o ca t i ons  i n  
Za l i nge i .  A l  Sad iq  Abda l l a  Bash i r  was  a r res ted  on 13 Apr i l  by  a g roup  o f  p la in  
c lo thed NISS o f f i ce r s  wh i l e  he was i n  t he  marke t  i n  Za l i nge i .  On 15 Apr i l ,  Gamar 
E ld in  Abake r  and Mus ta fa  Nas i r  A l  D in Tambor  were a r res ted by seven p la i n  c lo thed 
NISS o f f i ce r s  a t  t he  same l o ca t i on .  Gamar  E ld in  was r epo r ted l y  bea ten w i th  wooden 
s t i c ks  by more t han one NISS o f f i ce r .  On t he same day ,  Arbab Husse in  was a r res ted  
by NISS o f f i ce r s  a t  h i s  home i n  Za l i nge i .  

None o f  t he  de ta i nees ,  who a re  cu r ren t l y  he ld  i n  t he  NISS de ten t i on  i n  Za l i nge i ,  
have been cha rged wi th  c r im ina l  o f f ences and none o f  t hem has had access t o  l ega l  
r ep resen ta t i on .  Arbab  Husse in  has  been  r epo r ted l y  de ta i ned  i n commun i cado  s ince 
h i s  a r res t .  The o the r  t h ree de ta i nees were a l l owed t o  have f am i l y  v i s i t s ,  howeve r  
on  an  i r r egu la r  bas i s :  Mus ta fa  Nas i r  a l  Din ,  Gamar  E ld in  Abake r  and  A l  Sad iq  
Abda l l a  r ece i ved on l y  two v i s i t s  by f am i l y  members  ove r  a pe r i od o f  f ou r  weeks.  A 
r e l a t i ve  o f  one  o f  t he  de ta inees  exp ressed  conce rn  abou t  t he  psycho log i ca l  and 
phys i ca l  cond i t i on  o f  one  o f  t he  de ta i nees  a f te r  a  v i s i t  du r i ng  wh ich  he  was 
r epo r t ed l y  “ shak ing and no t  ab le  t o  s tand p rope r l y ” .  

Human  r i gh t s  o f f i ce r s  f r om  UNAMID  ( t he  Af r i can  Un ion /Un i t ed  Nat i ons  Hyb r i d  
peacekeep ing ope ra t i on i n  Dar fu r )  have r a i sed conce rns abou t  t he  de ten t i on o f  t he  
men wi th  t he  Di rec to r  o f  NISS i n  Za l i nge i ,  bu t  have  a l so  been den ied  access  t o  
t hem.  

I t  i s  be l i eved t ha t  t he  f ou r  men have been a r res ted  on t he  susp i c i on  o f  oppos ing 
t he  na t i ona l  census and f o r  t he i r  a l l eged a f f i l i a t i on  t o  t he  Abde l  Wah id  f ac t i on  
o f  t he  Sudan  L ibe ra t i on  Movemen t  (SLA) .   A l l  f ou r  men a re  members  o f  t he  Fur  
t r i be .  To r tu re  o r  i l l - t r ea tmen t  o f  members  o f  t he  Fur  t r i be  he ld  by t he  Na t i ona l  
I n t e l l i gence  and  Secu r i t y  Serv i ces  (N ISS)  i s  o f t en  r epo r ted  i n  Dar fu r  i n  
pa r t i cu l a r  when t hose de ta i ned a re no t  g i ven access t o  t he ou ts i de wor l d .   



BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Pro longed  i n commun i cado  de ten t i on  i s  p roh ib i t ed  by  i n t e rna t i ona l  human  r i gh t s  
s tanda rds ,  such  as  t he  I n t e rna t i ona l  Covenan t  on  C iv i l  and  Po l i t i ca l  R igh ts  
( ICCPR) ,  r a t i f i ed  by  Sudan .  Ar t i c l e  9 o f  t he  ICCPR s ta tes  t ha t  anyone “ a r res ted 
o r  de ta i ned  on  a  c r im ina l  cha rge  sha l l  be  b rough t  p romp t l y  be fo re  a  j udge ” .  
A l t hough  Sudan ’ s  Cr im ina l  Procedu re  Code  con ta i ns  sa fegua rds  aga ins t  
i n commun i cado  de ten t i on ,  Ar t i c l e  31  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  Secu r i t y  Forces  Ac t ,  wh ich 
gove rns  a r res t s  by  t he  NISS ,  a l l ows  p ro longed  i n commun i cado  de ten t i on  w i thou t  
cha rge  o r  t r i a l .  Such de ten t i on  w i thou t  access  t o  t he  ou ts i de  wor l d  and w i thou t  
any  ou ts i de  i n spec t i on  i n c reases  t he  l i ke l i hood  f o r  t o r t u re  t o  t ake  p lace .  
Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  has  c r i t i c i sed  i n  t he  pas t  t he  p rov i s i ons  unde r  t he  
Na t i ona l  Secu r i t y  Forces Ac t .  



RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appea ls to  ar r i ve as qu ick ly  as poss ib le ,  i n  
Arab ic ,  Engl ish or your own l anguage:
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  g i ve t he f ou r  men ( name t hem) r egu la r  access t o  t he i r  
f am i l y ,  l awye r  and any necessa ry  med ica l  t r ea tmen t  t hey may r equ i r e ;
-  ask ing t hem t o  ensu re t ha t  t he men a re t r ea ted humane l y  i n  de ten t i on ,  and no t  
t o r t u red o r  i l l - t r ea ted ;
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  cha rge t hem wi th  a r ecogn i zab le  c r im ina l  o f f ence ,  o r  
e l se r e l ease t hem immed ia te l y ;  
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  a l l ow access by UNAMID Human Righ ts  Of f i ce rs  t o  t he 
de ta i nees ;
-  u rg ing t he au tho r i t i es  t o  r epea l  Ar t i c l e  31 o f  t he Na t i ona l  Secu r i t y  Fo rces 
Ac t ,  wh ich a l l ows de ta i nees t o  be he ld  f o r  up t o  n ine mon ths w i thou t  access t o  
j ud i c i a l  r ev i ew .

APPEALS TO:

Abu ’ l - Gas im Imam a l - Ha j j  Adam
Gove rno r  o f  Wes t  Dar fu r
Wi laya
Jene ina ,  Wes t  Dar fu r
Sudan 
Fax :  +249 741 822427
Sa lu ta t ion :  Dear Governor

I b rah im Mohamed Hamed
Federa l  Min i s t r y  o f  t he I n t e r i o r
PO Box 2793
Khar toum
Sudan
Fax :  +249 1 8377 6554 
Sa lu ta t ion :  Dear Min is te r

Deng A lo r  Kuo l
Fede ra l  Min i s t r y  o f  Fore i gn Af fa i r s
PO Box 873
Khar toum
Sudan
Emai l :  i n fo@sudmer .com 
Sa lu ta t ion :  Dear Min is te r  

COPIES TO:

Dr Abde l  Mone im Osman Taha
Rappo r teu r ,  Adv i so ry  Counc i l  f o r  Human Righ ts  
Khar toum, Sudan
Emai l :  human_r igh ts_sudan@hotmai l . com
Sa lu ta t ion :              Dear Dr Taha

Dr Pr i sc i l l a  Joseph 
Cha i r  o f  t he Human Righ ts  Commi t t ee
Na t i ona l  Assemb ly
Omdurman ,  Sudan
Fax :  +249 1 8756 0950
Sa lu ta t ion :  Dear Dr Joseph

and t o  d ip loma t i c  r ep resen ta t i ves o f  SUDAN acc red i t ed t o  you r  coun t r y .

mailto:human_rights_sudan@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sudmer.com


PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check w i th  t he I n t e rna t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t ,  o r  
you r  sec t i on o f f i ce ,  i f  send ing appea l s  a f t e r  26 June 2008 .
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