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TANZANI A: Juma Ngwal
Omar Msel | em
Mcubwa Makame
Soud Mohamred Nuhu
Sai d Abdul | a
Al'i Nassor
Massoud Al
Nassor Sei f
O hman Makane

and si x others whose nanes are unknown

Amesty International is concerned at the arrest on the island of Zanzi bar of 15

al | eged opponents of the governnment, nine of whom are nanmed above, on 25 February 1992.
The organi zation is concerned that they may be prisoners of conscience, detained for
the non-violent expression of their political views.

Their arrests follow a public announcenent nmade on 22 February 1992 by the President of
Zanzi bar, Dr Salmin Amour, that anyone found "instigating" others against the politica
stand taken by the sole-ruling political party in Tanzania, Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM,

Party of the Revolution, would be arrested.

It is not clear under what |egislation these people are being held, or whether the
government intends to charge themw th any offence. However, nost of those named above
have previously been detained without charge or trial for varying periods in md-1990
on all egations of canpaigning against the one-party state in Tanzania and the union
bet ween the mainl and and the islands of Zanzibar.

Amesty International is additionally concerned about the effect the detention nay have
on the health of Juma Ngwali, who suffers from hypertension. During his previous
detention he was all egedly denied nedical treatnent for his condition. Anmesty
International is seeking assurances that he and other detainees are receiving any

nmedi cal attention they nay require.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON:

In 1964 Zanzi bar (consisting of the islands of Zanzi bar and Penmba) entered a politica
uni on wi th mainl and Tanganyi ka to formthe United Republic of Tanzania. In 1977 the
CCM becane the only political party in Tanzania, with no i ndependent politica
activity or organization allowed.

Anti-union activismin Zanzi bar has been growi ng since early 1988 and there has been
repeat ed harassnent of anti-union activists, with many bei ng detained for brief periods
bef ore being rel eased uncharged (see external document, AFR 56/13/90). In January 1992,



the CCM accepted reconmendati ons of a Presidential Comr ssion for the introduction of
a multi-party political systemin Tanzania which would take effect from April 1992.
However, it also ruled that any new political parties would have to be organi zed
nationally, a decision interpreted by anti-union opponents in Zanzi bar as ainmed at
curbing their separate political aspirations and reducing the islands' status in
relation to the nmainland. There has been a vigorous canpaignh in recent weeks agai nst

t hese new provisions which it is believed may have pronpted the crackdown on politica
opponents by the government.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the arrests of 15 people who include the 9 named nmen on the
i sland of Zanzi bar and requesting information about the reasons for the arrests, the
| egal basis for their inprisonnent and the nature of any charges that are being
prepared agai nst them

- stating that Amesty International is concerned that those detai ned nay be prisoners
of conscience held for the non-violent expression of their political beliefs;

- asking where each prisoner is being held and seeking assurances that they are being
humanely treated and that they have access to visits fromtheir lawers and fanilies;

- urging that the prisoners be released if they are not to be charged with an of fence
of a recogni zably criminal nature and brought pronptly to trial

APPEALS TO

The Hon. Ndugu Sal mi n Anour

Presi dent of Zanzi bar
O fice of the President of Zanzi bar

PO BOX 776

Zanzi bar, Tanzani a

Tel exes: 57311, 57367

Tel egranms: President, Zanzibar

Tanzani a
Sal utati on: Dear President

The Hon. Ndugu Omar Ali Juma
Chi ef M nister of Zanzi bar
O fice of the Chief Mnister

PO BOX 437

Zanzi bar, Tanzani a

Tel exes: 57017

Tel egrams: Chief Mnister, Zanzibar

Tanzani a
Sal utation: Dear Chief Mnister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel |l ency Ndugu Ali Hassan Mai ny

Presi dent of the United Republic of Tanzania
O fice of the President

St ate House

PO BOX 9120

Dar es Sal aam Tanzania

The Hon. Ndugu | di Pandu Hassan



Att orney- GCeneral of Zanzi bar
O fice of the Attorney-Cenera
PO BOX 437

Zanzi bar, Tanzani a

and to diplomatic representatives of Tanzania in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your
section office, if sending appeals after 27 March 1992.



