PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 56/04/99

UA 244/ 99 Fear of arrest of prisoners of conscience / Possible death
penal ty 17 Septenmber 1999

TANZANI A Sei f Sharif Hamad, deputy chair of the Zanzi bar
opposition Civic United Front (CUF) party
Shaban M oo, secretary general of CUF
Mohamed Jume Khati b, CUF nenber of the Tanzani an parli anment
Mussa Haji Konbo, CUF nenber of the Zanzi bar parlianment
Maul i d Makane, Juma O hnman, Juma Ngwal i, Khatib Hassan -
menbers of the CUF central conmittee
Nassor Sul ei man, Salim Yusuf Mhanmed - CUF nenbers

Ammesty International is concerned that these 10 senior Zanzi bar opposition
party menbers may be arrested and face the death penalty on fabricated
charges of treason.

On 16 Septenber 1999, Zanzibar’'s Attorney General issued warrants for the
arrest on treason charges of ten nenbers of the Civic United Front (CUF)
party. If arrested, they would join in prison in Zanzi bar 18 other CUF
menbers detai ned on the same charges since late 1997 and early 1998.
Tanzani an officials recently said the |ong-del ayed treason trial would
start soon, although no date has been set.

The Attorney General has only named Seif Sharif Hamad and Shaban M oo for
arrest but Amesty International has |earnt that charges have al so been
drafted agai nst the ei ght others nanmed above.

Amesty International is concerned that the trial will not neet
i nternational standards for fair trial and that the death penalty is
mandatory for those convicted of treason.

The organi zation believes the charges are politically notivated and ai ned
at silencing peaceful opposition to the Zanzi bar governnent. If Seif Sharif
Hamad and the other nine are arrested, Anmmesty International would consider
themto be prisoners of conscience inprisoned on account of their non-

vi ol ent opinions and political activities.

Sei f Sharif Hamad, a forner Chief Mnister of Zanzibar, was a prisoner of
conscience from 1991 to 1993, when he was detained on a charge of illega
possessi on of government docunments but released w thout being tried.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The organi zation has repeatedly called for the rel ease of the 18 CUF
menbers currently detained without trial as prisoners of conscience and
believes that the charges against themof plotting to violently overthrow
Zanzi bar’s President Salmn Anpbur have been fabricated. The group includes
four elected nenbers of the Zanzi bar House of Representatives (parlianent),
two wonen, and several senior civil servants.

In 1995 the CUF nenbers of Zanzibar’'s parlianent started a boycott of
parliamentary sessions in protest at the rigging of the elections. In June
1999, when the CUF signed an agreenent to end the boycott with the Zanzi bar
branch of Tanzania' s ruling party, Chana Cha Mpi nduzi (CCM, Party of the
Revolution, it was wi dely expected that the rel ease of the 18 CUF prisoners
woul d speedily foll ow. However, this has not happened.
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Since the 1995 el ections, western governments have refused to recognize

Sal min Amour’s government in Zanzi bar and have cut off aid to this sem -
aut ononous part of Tanzani a. The Tanzani an governnent has frequently failed
to act against human rights violations in Zanzi bar agai nst nmenbers of the
CUF opposition party, including widespread arbitrary arrests, unfair trials
and torture. However, the human rights situation in Zanzi bar has been
generally inproving in the past year, with the exception of the treason
trial situation.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that arrest warrants were issued on 16 Septenber 1999
agai nst 10 senior officials of the Civic United Front party, including Seif
Shari f Hanmad and Shaban M oo, on charges of treason which carries a

mandat ory deat h sentence;

- expressing concern that they will not be tried according to internationa
standards of fair trial

- stating that, if they are inprisoned, you would consider themto be

pri soners of conscience, inprisoned solely for their non-viol ent opinions
and peaceful political opposition;

- appealing for the release of 18 other CUF officials and supporters who
have been inprisoned in Zanzi bar as prisoners of conscience since |late 1997
and early 1997 on charges of treason.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of Tanzani a

Hi s Excel | ency Benjam n Mapa

Presi dent of the United Republic of Tanzania
O fice of the President

P O Box 9120

Dar es Sal aam

Tanzani a
Tel egrams: President Mcapa, Dar es Sal aam Tanzani a
Faxes: + 25551 113425

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Presi dent of Zanzi bar
Hi s Excellency Dr Sal mi n Anour
Presi dent of Zanzi bar

P O Box 776

Zanzi bar

Tanzani a

Tel egranms: President Salm n Anour, Zanzi bar, Tanzania
Faxes: + 2554 233722

Sal utati on: Dear President

Zanzi bar Attorney Genera

M Ali Mhanmed Omar

Attorney Ceneral of Zanzibar

Attorney Ceneral’s Chanbers

P O Box 259

Zanzi bar

Tanzani a

Tel egrams: Attorney Ceneral, Zanzi bar, Tanzania
Faxes: + 25554 233722




Sal utation: Dear Attorney Genera

COPI ES TO

M Jakaya Ki kwet e

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
M nistry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
P O Box 9000

Dar es Sal aam

Tanzani a

Faxes: +25551 116600

M Ham d Mahnoud Hami d

Chi ef Justice of Zanzi bar

O fice of the Chief Justice
P O Box 259

Zanzi bar

Tanzani a

and to diplomatic representatives of TANZANI A accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 October 1999.



