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UA 293/ 00 Fear for safety / Torture / Prisoners of Conscience
22 Sept enmber 2000

TANZANI A Abdul  ah Said Abeid, Civic United Front (CUF) nenber and
Mari ne Quard Commander
Hamad Masoud Hamad, CUF House of Representatives nenber
and director of CUF's human rights committee
Hanza Makarme QOmar, Former head of Penba island Anti-
smuggl i ng Unit
Shariff Haji Dadi, Personal Assistant to the Secretary
General of CUF and forner deputy director in the Mnistry
of Labour
Moharmed Ali Maalim CUF security officer
Soud Yusuf Myeni, CUF House of Representatives nenber and
former Deputy Chief Mnister and M nister of Education
Several other CUF nenbers and supporters

Police have reportedly tortured a nunber of prisoners, including sonme that
Ammesty International has adopted as prisoners of conscience, injuring at
| east six people. Amesty International is concerned for their safety.

On 12 Sept enber nmenbers and supporters of the Gvic United Front (CUF), being
held in Central Prison on the island of Zanzibar, reportedly went on hunger
strike after they were refused bread at breakfast. Prison officers reportedly
reacted by beating them with rungus (heavy sticks), seriously injuring at
| east six prisoners. The beatings were reportedly carried out by ten junior
prison officers inthe presence of six senior prison officers. The authorities
have deni ed that the incident happened.

Ammesty International is concerned that the torture fornms part of a w der
pattern of abuse and intim dation agai nst opposition nmenbers on the island of
Zanzibar in the run up to Presidential and Parliamentary el ections to be held
on 29 Cctober.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

A nunber of CUF nenbers and supporters, including 18 people adopted as
prisoners of conscience by Amesty International, have been detained in
Central Prison for up to three years, awaiting trial on treason charges. The
trial has been del ayed several tines, apparently in an effort to ensure that
the detai nees are unable to participate in the forthcom ng el ections. On 16
August the defence | awyer representing the prisoners subnmitted a petition to
the Court of Appeal, asking for the case to be dism ssed on the grounds that
Zanzi bar does not have the legal right to bring treason charges as it is not
a sovereign state in its own right, but part of the United Republic of
Tanzani a. The Court of Appeal ruling is expected before the Cctober el ections.

The Zanzi bar authorities have consistently attenpted to stifle political
opposition on the island over the |ast few yeas, for exanple by inprisoning
nmenbers of the opposition. Due to the forthconing elections, the current
situation is tense and a nunber of human rights abuses have been reported,
including beatings. At l|least 45 CUF nenbers were detained recently after
clashing with supporters of the ruling Chana Cha Mpi nduzi party.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in English or your own | anguage:
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- expressing concern that prisoners at Central Prison have been tortured and
urging that they are protected fromfurther abuse;

- urging the authorities to carry out a full investigation into the all eged
torture with the results made public and t hose responsi bl e brought to justice;
- urging the authorities to ensure that those injured as a result of the
torture receive full nedical treatnent;

- urging the governnent to i mredi ately rel ease any prisoners not charged with
a recogni sably crimnal offence, including the 18 prisoners of conscience.

APPEALS TO

H s Excellency, Dr Sal min Amour
Presi dent of Zanzi bar

O fice of the President

PO Box 776, Zanzi bar

Tanzani a

Fax: + 255 24 31822

Sal ut ati on: Dear President

M Rhanmadhan Khati bu Shaaban
Comni ssi oner of Prisons

Zanzi bar Prison Service

PO Box 397, Zanzi bar

Tanzani a

Sal ut ati on: Dear Conmi ssi oner

M  Sal eh Abdal | ah Danoha
Attorney General's Chanbers

PO box 239

Zanzi bar

Tanzani a

Fax: c/o + 255 24 31822
Sal utation: Dear Attorney General

H s excel |l ency, President Benjam n Mapa
Ofice of the President

PO Box 9120

Dar es Sal aam

Tanzani a

Fax: + 255 22 2113425

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Pl ease note that it can be very difficult to get through to Tanzani an fax
nunbers. It mght help to call the international operator in your country
and ask himor her to connect you.

COPI ES TO

M Pascal Shija, Editor
The Quardi an

PO Box 31042

Dar es Sal aam

and to diplonatic representatives of Tanzania accredited to your country.



PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 2 Novenber 2000.



