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Di str: UA/SC
UA 422/ 91 Legal Concern 3 Decenber 1991
TOGO: Joseph Kokou Kof figoh, Prime Mnister of Togo

Joseph Kokou Kof figoh was arrested at his Prine Mnisterial residence on 3
Decenber and is being held by nenbers of the arnmed forces. A |lawer and
former President of the Ligue togolaise des droits de |'homre, Togol ese
Human Ri ghts League, he was appointed Prinme Mnister of Togo's transitiona
government in August 1991. Amesty International believes he is a prisoner
of conscience held on account of his non-violent political activities and
is appealing for his i medi ate and unconditional release. Oher |eading
political figures have been asked to report to arnmy headquarters.

Joseph Kokou Koffigoh's arrest foll owed several days' negotiations about
the political future of the country between hinmself and President Eyadema
after the arny seized power on 28 Novenber 1991. During this period, the
arnmed forces surrounded his residence and took control of the nationa

radio. |n seizing power, the arny rejected recent political reforms
including a civilian transitional governnent introduced in md-1991 by a
nati onal conference of advocates of denbcracy. |In a public statenment nade

by the arny, former M nister of Defence, CGeneral Mawlikplinm Anmeyi, spoke
in support of President Eyademm, dissolved the transitional government and
annul | ed all decisions taken by the national conference, but he said that
authorised political parties would be able to function and that the draft
constitution would remain in effect.

On 27 Novenber, there was violent unrest in Lomgé, follow ng an order nmde
the previous day by the transitional parlianment banning the Rassenbl enent
du Peuple Togolais, (RPT), the fornmer ruling party. Soldiers loyal to
Presi dent Eyadema briefly occupied the national radio and television
stations to denmand that the ban be lifted.

Ammesty International appealed to President Eyadenma on 28 Novenber to
ensure that no-one was arrested on account of their non-violent politica
activities, that anyone arrested on crimnal charges should be brought
promptly and fairly to trial, and that the security forces should be

i nstructed that human rights violations, including extrajudicial executions
and torture, constitute crimnal offences.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
Bet ween March and June 1991, grow ng opposition to President Eyadema's

governnment saw nunerous denonstrations and strikes calling for politica
refornms prom sed in 1990 and a National Conference to discuss such refornmns.



After nonths of violent confrontations, the governnent agreed to introduce
a multi-party political systemand hold a National Conference - this ran
fromJuly to August 1991. It exam ned human rights violations since

Presi dent Eyadena canme to power in 1967 and el ected Joseph Kokou Kof fi goh
as Prime Mnister. He nomnated a transitional government to take
executive decisions until elections in early 1992 with Presi dent Eyadena
remai ni ng as Head of State during this transitional period. Both the
Presi dent and the Prine Mnister were to be barred from standing for

Presi dential election. During and since the National Conference, the arny
has tried to halt the process of reform and in October nmade an earlier
attenpt to kidnap Prime M nister Koffigoh.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:
Pl ease wite courteously worded appeals, in French if possible:

- expressing concern at the arrest on 3 Decenber 1991 of Prime Mnister
Kof fi goh by nmenmbers of the arnmed forces;

- seeking assurances that he is not subjected to any formof ill-treatnent
or torture while he remains in custody and that he is allowed visits by his
rel ati ves and | egal counsel

- explaining that Amesty International believes Prime Mnister Koffigoh to
be a prisoner of conscience, arrested solely on account of his non-violent
political activities, and urging that he should be rel eased unconditionally
and i nmedi atel y;

- seeking informati on about whether other people have been arrested in this
context and assurances that they too will be protected fromill-treatnent
and allowed visits while in custody.

APPEALS TO

Son Excell ence Monsieur |le Général Gnassi ngbhé EYADEMA  Monsieur le
Prési dent de | a République Pr ési dent

Pal ai s présidenti el Dear President
Avenue de |la Marina

Lome

Togo

Tel egrams: President Eyadema, Lonme, Togo
Tel exes: 5201 presitogo

Général Mawul i kplim Aneyi Monsi eur | e Généra
Canmp nmilitaire Tokoin Dear Cenera

Boul evard des Arnges

Lome

Togo

Tel egrams: General Aneyi, Camp militaire Tokoin, Lome, Togo
COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Togo in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 January 1992.



