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UA 247/ 92 Possi bl e Extrajudicial execution 30 July 1992

TOGO: Tavi o Anorin, aged 34, |eading nenber of coalition of
opposition parties

Tavi o Anorin was shot while out wal king after a nmeeting with opposition groups in
the capital, Lomé, on 23 July 1992. On 29 July he died of his wounds in a Paris
hospital. He had reportedly been shot by two people in civilian clothes firing
an autonmati c weapon, and the government has stated that a police identity card
was found near to the scene of the shooting. A few days previously, on 18 July,
the Collectif de |I' Opposition Dénpcratique, COD-11, Confederation of the
Denocrati c Opposition, had been created as an alliance of several opposition
political parties including the Parti Socialiste Panafricain (PSP), Panafrican
Socialist Party, led by Tavio Anorin, who was el ected as Secretary General of
COD-11. He was also President of the Com ssion des affaires politiques, des
droits de |'homme et des libertés du Haut Conseil de la République, Head of

commi ssion for political affairs, human rights and freedons in Togo's
transitional parlianmentary body. The transitional governnent has opened a
judicial inquiry into the shooting.

Ammesty International is concerned that Tavio Anorin's assassination nay have
been carried out with the direct or indirect conplicity of the Togol ese security
forces.

In May 1992 anot her | eadi ng opposition figure, Glchrist Oynpio, was seriously
injured and four others killed after his notorcade was anmbushed by pl ai ncl ot hes
gunnen in northern Togo where he was attending a political rally. He is still in
Paris conval escing fromhis injuries. Glchrist AQynpio is president of the Union
des Forces de Changenent (UFC), a coalition of 10 opposition political parties,
and the son of Togo's first Head of State who was assassinated in 1967 by a group
of soldiers led by the current President, General Gnassingbé Eyadéma.

Amesty International is urging the Togol ese authorities to investigate the
circunstances of Tavio Anobrin's death and all egations that the army was
responsi ble for the attack on Glchrist AQynpio, to take all necessary steps to
ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice without delay and also to
protect other opposition political |eaders fromsinilar attacks.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

An inquiry carried out in June 1992 by a human rights organization into the
assassination attenpt on Glchrist Oynpio concluded that the arny probably

pl anned and carried out the attack with the complicity of the highest |evels of
the arny command. The inquiry was requested by the Ligue togolaise des droits de
| ' Hommre (LTDH), Togol ese League for Human Rights, and carried out by the Paris-
based Fédération International des Droits de |'home (FIDH), Internationa
Federati on of Human Rights. Three representatives of this non-governnenta
organi zation visited Togo and interviewed many wi tnesses. The FIDH observed in
its conclusions that the President's son, Captain Ernest Gnassi nghé, was seen in
the area of the assassination attenpt inmediately before it occurred and the FIDH
del egati on concluded that he was acting with autonony which led to activisne




i nconpati bl e avec son statut mlitaire, a "level of activity inconpatible with
his mlitary status", suggesting he nay have been involved in planning the
assassi nation. The report concludes that the behaviour of the arned forces
denonstrates that soldiers know they enjoy quasi inmpunité, "quasi-inmpunity"

agai nst prosecution. The arny has rejected all the commi ssion's conclusions as a
“tissue of lies".

After nonths of violent confrontations between the security forces and opponents
of one-party rule, President Eyadéma and his governnent agreed to introduce a
multi-party political systemand hold a National Conference which ran fromJuly
to August 1991. It exam ned human rights violations since President Eyadéma cane
to power in 1967 and el ected Joseph Kokou Kof figoh as Prinme Mnister, who
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nom nated a transitional government to run the country until elections schedul ed for
early 1992, with President Eyadéna remaining as Head of State during this
transitional period. The National Conference nom nated a body to oversee the
transition and to vote on legislation, known as the Haut Conseil de |a République,
Hi gh Council of the Republic. Both during the National Conference and subsequently,
the arny has tried to halt the process of reform and on at |east two occasions
Prime M nister Koffigoh has been threatened. Although the National Conference
provi ded for power to be in the hands of the governnent rather than the President,
in practice there is rivalry between the two, with the President retaining contro
over the arnmed forces. As a result of the increasing instability, including
vi ol ence between different ethnic groups, elections have been postponed. The date
of 23 August 1992 has been set for a referendumon a new nulti-party constitution
but no date has been set for elections.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/express and airmail letters:

- calling upon the authorities to urgently investigate the circunstances surroundi ng
the death of Tavio Anobrin to ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice

wi t hout del ay;

- expressing concern that the findings of an independent inquiry into the attenpted

assassination of Glchrist Oynpio and the killing of four others suggest that the
army was responsi ble and urging that any nenber of the arned forces suspected of
direct or indirect involvenent in either these killings or the death of Tavio Anprin

be i medi ately suspended from duty and brought to justice w thout delay;

- urging the authorities to ensure that all menbers of the arny and other branches
of the security forces receive clear orders stating that it is not only a punishable
of fence to take part in political assassinations or other simlar killings, but that
they al so have the right and the duty to defy any orders authorizing or inciting
themto carry out such killings.

APPEALS TO

1. President Lonmg, Togo

Son Excel |l ence Monsieur | e Général Tel egrans: Chef d'Etat-Mjor

Gnassi nghé Eyadéma General, Lone, Togo

Pr ési dent de | a République Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Chef d'Etat-
Pal ai s présidentiel Maj or / Dear Chief of Arny Staff

Avenue de |la Marina

Lomé, Togo

Tel egrans: President de la
Republ i que, Lone, Togo

Tel exes: 5139; 5419; 5201 TMS THG
Sal utation: Monsieur |le président /
Dear President

2. Chief of Arny Staff
Chef d' Etat-major généra
Canmp nmilitaire Tokoin
Boul evard des Armges




3. Mnister of Justice

Monsi eur Al fred Koanmi Kouma Tordj o

M nistre de la Justice et Garde des

Sceaux

M nistéere de | a Justice

Angl e Avenue de |l a Marina

Rue Col onel de Roux

LOVE, Togo

Telegrams: Mnistre de | a Justice,
Lonme, Togo

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre /

Dear M ni ster

4. Prinme Mnister and M nister of

Def ence

Monsi eur Joseph Kokou Kof fi goh

Premier Mnistre, Mnistre de |la

Défense, La Prinmature

LOVE, Togo

Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre Joseph
Kof fi goh, Lome, Togo

Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer

M nistre / Dear Prime Mnister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Mnister for Human Ri ghts Newspaper Editor

Monsi eur Djovi Gally Monsi eur | e Rédact eur-en-chef
M nistre des droits de |I'home Courrier du &olfe

M ni stére des droits de |I' home Kof fi Kpé Homawo

LOVE, Togo BP 660, Long, Togo

Newspaper Editor

Monsi eur | e Rédact eur - en-chef
Forum Hebdo

63 Rue Tamakl oe

(Angl e Avenue Francois Mtterand)
BP 3681, LOVE, Togo

and to diplomatic representatives of Togo accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your
section office, if sending appeals after 11 Septenber 1992.



