PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 57/17/99
23 June 1999

Further information on EXTRA 58/ 99 (AFR 57/04/99, 7 May 1999) - Fear of
torture /| Fear for safety / Prisoners of conscience

TOGO Tengue Nestor, human rights defender
Gayi bor Francgoi s, human rights defender
Sant’ Anna Brice

Tengue Nestor, Gayi bor Francois and Sant’ Anna Brice were provisionally
rel eased fromdetention on 18 June 1999.

Whil e Amesty International welcones the release of the three nmen, it is
concerned that their release is provisional, and that police investigations
into their cases are reported to be continuing. They have been charged with
dénonci ati on cal ommi euse et d atteinte a |’ honneur (false accusations and
libel). Wiile they were in detention, Amesty International considered al
three to be prisoners of conscience, and is calling for all charges agai nst
themto be dropped i nmedi ately.

The three nen were arrested on 3 May 1999 in Lonmg, follow ng accusations
that they had sent false informati on about human rights violations
committed by governnment forces to international human rights organizations,
i ncludi ng Ammesty International. Their arrests were linked to the
publication in May of an Amesty International report which accused the
Togol ese governnent of allowi ng the security forces to carry out grave
human rights violations with inpunity before, during and after the 1998

el ecti ons.

Nadj ombe Antoi ne Koffi, a Togol ese Amesty International nenber, who was
al so arrested in connection with the report on Togo, was al so rel eased on
18 June (see UA 112/99, AFR 57/06/99, 18 May 1999, and foll ow up, AFR

57/ 16/ 99, 23 June 1999).

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in French or in your own | anguage:

- welconing the provisional rel ease of Tengue Nestor, Gayibor Francois and
Sant’ Anna Brice on 18 June 1999;

- expressing concern that they were prisoners of conscience, detained

sol el y because of their human rights work;

- urging the authorities to drop inmediately all charges against the three
nmen;

- calling on the authorities to give i nmediate and unconditional guarantees
for the safety of nenbers of Amesty International and other human rights
defenders in Togo;

- urging the authorities to ensure that human rights defenders in Togo are
allowed to carry out their work w thout hindrance.

APPEALS TO

President of the Republic

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur | e Général GCnassi ngbé Eyadénm

Pr ési dent de | a République, Palais Présidentiel, Avenue de |a Marina,
Lomé, Togo

Tel egrans: Président, Lomé, Togo

Faxes: + 228 21 68 12 (attention of Président de | a République)
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Sal utation: Son Excellence / Your Excellency

M nister of the Interior
Général Sizing Akaw | ou Wl a

Mnistre de I'Intérieur et de la Securiteé,
Mnistére de |'Intérieur et de la Sécurité, Rue Albert Sarraut, Lomg, Togo
Tel egrams: Mnistre |’'Intérieur, Lomé, Togo

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

M nister of Justice

Général Seyi Ménene (ancien nministre de |’'Intérieur)

Garde des Sceaux, Mnistre de la Justice, Mnistere de | a Justice, Avenue
de la Marina, Rue Col onel de Roux, Lamg, Togo

Tel egranms: M nistre Justice, Lamg, Togo

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Public Prosecutor

Monsi eur Gbandj aba Dabr é

Procureur Géneral, BP 342, Long, Togo

Tel egranms: Procureur Général, Lomé, Togo

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Procureur Général / Dear M Gbandjaba

COPI ES TO
Crocodi |l e (Newspaper), BP 60087 Long, Togo
Togo presse, BP 891 Long, Togo

and to diplomatic representatives of Togo accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 4 August 1999.



