PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 59/12/99

EXTRA 55/ 99 Fear of | mm nent Execution 27 April 1999

UGANDA Haji Misa Ssebirunbi, Emmanuel Kasujja, Yefusa Khamali
Justus Robert Bashekana, Benson Komekech, Dauson John Bageya, Erizefan
Kasakya, Anmi si Katari kawe, Bashir Kanunyuzi, Sowedi Kanunyuzi, Jeflin
Lubega, Stephen Sunday, Richard Odongpi ny-Omal, Sisto Gbwone, Cel estino
A ango, Leo Nyendwoha, W/ Iliam CGurikacha, Medadi Tindawesire, Silver
Tugugu, Galasino Kinto, WIIliam Bataringaya, Janmes Kinyi ngi Muwanga, John
Fi sher Iga, John Bosco Kiwanuka, Lwanga Ki nbugwe Kaloli, Leo Mwmebaze,
Joseph Andabati, Ronald Owi no

Amesty International is gravely concerned at reports that the 28 people
nanmed above are to be executed, between 28 and 30 April 1999. These woul d
be the first executions in Uganda since 1996.

The |l ocal press reported that the Advisory Conmittee on the Prerogative of
Mercy (PMC) has confirmed the death sentences after the prisoners | ost
appeals in the Suprene Court. This comrittee advi ses the Ugandan President,
Yoweri Museveni, on which death sentence he should commute or confirm The
President still has the option to override the Comrittee, exercise
executive clenmency and commute the sentences. Twenty-six of those to be
hanged have been convicted of nmurder and two of aggravated robbery.

Haji Misa Ssebirunbi was found guilty of nmurder in 1989, and |ost his
appeal in June 1992. He has been on death row since then. Details of the
others’ cases are not known, but it is believed that nany of them were
convicted of murder over 10 years ago.

Press reports say that 13 other prisoners have had their death sentences
commuted to life inprisonment by the PMC. It is not known whether the PMC
will review nore cases in the near future, as their deliberations are
officially confidenti al

Amesty International is universally opposed to the death penalty, and is
deeply concerned by the possibility of the resunption of executions in
Uganda. More than 1000 prisoners are now under sentence of death, not al
of whom have conpl eted the appeal s process.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that Uganda may be about to resune executions;

- expressing synpathy for the victinms of violent crinme and their fanmlies,
but stating opposition to the use of the death penalty in all cases, on the
grounds that it is a violation of the right to life and the right not to be
subj ected to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnment or punishnent, as
proclainmed in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts;

- appealing for President Yoweri Miseveni to exercise clenmency and to
conmut e these death sentences, and all other death sentences that come

bef ore him

- appealing for a public noratoriumon executions in Uganda and urging the
authorities to consider abolishing capital punishnent conpletely;

- urging that the Advisory Cormittee on the Prerogative of Mercy commutes
all death sentence it reviews.

APPEALS TO



2

Presi dent Yoweri K Miseveni

O fice of the President

Parl i ament Buil di ngs

PO Box 7168

Kanpal a

Uganda

Faxes: + 256 41 25 79 86 or 25 53 28 or 23 54 62

Tel egrams: President Miuseveni, Parlianent Buil dings, Kanpal a, Uganda
Sal utation: Dear President Miseveni

M Jehoash Mayanj a Nkangi

M ni ster of Justice and Constitutional Affairs

M nistry of Justice

and Constitutional Affairs

PO BOX 7183

Kanpal a

Uganda

Faxes: +256 41 25 48 29

Tel egranms: Justice M nister Nkangi, Kanpala, Uganda
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

M Bart Katureebe

Attorney Ceneral

M nistry of Justice

and Constitutional Affairs

PO BOX 7183

Kanpal a

Uganda

Faxes: +256 41 25 48 29

Tel egrams: Attorney General Katureebe, Kanpala, Uganda
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of Uganda accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 May 1999



