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This report documents serious violations of humghts that took place in Kinshasa, capital
of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), durimgl after the 2006-2007 electoral period.
In particular, the report highlights two governmeeturity forces that were responsible for
the majority of politically-motivated violations amst both real and supposed political
opponents of President Joseph Kabila and his rydagy. They are th®irection des
Renseignements Généraux et Services Spéciauxptida (DRGS), known as the “Special
Services” police, and th&arde Républicaing GR), Republican Guard, the elite army
presidential guard under the control of Presideseph Kabila.

Many people arrested by these two services werkihebmmunicado and suffered torture or
other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatniemetention. Many of these individuals
remain in pre-trial detention and some have yetridergo any judicial process to determine
the legality of their arrest and continued detentidMany were detained because of their
origins in Equateur province, the home provincdesdn-Pierre Bemba, Joseph Kabila’s main
rival in the presidential elections, or because ieare Jean-Pierre Bemba’s ethnicity. Such
arbitrary arrests and detentions are reportediyirmong in Kinshasa.

Serious human rights violations were also commiitteithe context of fighting in Kinshasa in
March 2007 between the army and Jean-Pierre Bemdna‘ed guard, théivision de
Protection PrésidentielldDPP), Presidential Protection Division, afterstifiorce refused a
government order to disarm and report for integratnto the national army. The DPP had
itself been responsible for human rights abusemglihe electoral period and had become a
major source of insecurity in the city. The Maraghting left up to 600 people dead,
including many civilians killed by indiscriminatérd by both government and DPP forces.
Amnesty International has obtained information @ating thatGarde Républicainsoldiers
extrajudicially executed a large number of detasnesio were held at Camp Tshatshi, the
main GR military camp in Kinshasa, and at othematmns in the city in the wake of this
fighting.



Amnesty International is concerned that far froratgcting the people of the DRC, the state
security services remain agents of torture andhdddte DRC government has not launched
any independent judicial investigations or broughy security force member to justice for
the human rights violations documented in this repBespite historic national elections, the
country remains politically highly-charged and engite of deep political uncertainty persists.
In part, this is attributable to security force tgnihat continue to serve narrow political

interests and act outside Congolese law and irtierra human rights treaties to which the
DRC is a State party. This rampant impunity lieshat root of the lack of public confidence

felt by most Congolese in all branches of theiusigg services.

Two main factors are impeding a substantial impnaoset in respect for human rights in the
DRC. The first is the slow progress made by theC@Rvernment, with international support,
in delivering Security Sector Reform (SSR), a naloprogramme to integrate the former
government and armed group forces into unifiedomadi army, police and intelligence
services capable of operating professionally andaimolitically-neutral manner, under
accountable state authority. Currently the lawosgment jurisdictions of the police, army
and intelligence services are unclear, overlap riactice, and suffer from confused or
conflicting chains of command. Some security fotogts are answerable to individual
political figures rather than their lawful supesand have been used to persecute perceived
or real political opponents.

The second is an institutional culture that is pssime of human rights violations,
characterized by the lack of any independent mdshmato investigate and counter impunity
for human rights violations committed by securitffiaials. Weak and severely under-
resourced civil law enforcement and judicial systerantribute to this state of affairs. These
weaknesses in the police and judicial systems hesudted in the unlawful and excessive use
of military tribunals to investigate and try ciwlfis.

Amnesty International is calling on the DRC goveemin to launch independent
investigations into the human rights violations wtbented in this report and to bring the
perpetrators to justice. At the same time, urgeeasures are needed to bring the country’s
security services under the effective and accolmtedntrol of the state, ensuring that they
uphold international human rights standards andat@én a politically-neutral manner at the
genuine service of the Congolese people.

This report summarizes a 42-page (18,747 word) meot, Democratic Republic of Congo:
Torture and killings by state security agents siidemi¢issued by Amnesty International.
Anyone wishing further details or to take actiontbis issue should consult the full document.
An extensive range of our materials on this andermwtlsubjects is available at
http://www.amnesty.org and Amnesty Internationalseeleases can be received by email:

http://www.amnesty.org/email/email_updates.html
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Democratic Republic of Congo

TORTURE AND KILLINGS BY STATE SECURITY AGENTS
STILL ENDEMIC

INTRODUCTION

This report documents serious violations of humghts that took place in Kinshasa, capital
of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), durimgl after the 2006-2007 electoral period.
In particular, the report highlights two governmeeturity forces that were responsible for
the majority of politically-motivated violations ampst both real and supposed political
opponents of President Joseph Kabila and his rybady. They are th®irection des
Renseignements Généraux et Services Spéciauxpitida (DRGS), known as the “Special
Services” police, and th&arde RépublicainglGR), Republican Guard, the elite army
presidential guard under the control of Presideseph Kabila.

Many people arrested by these two services werkihebmmunicado and suffered torture or
other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatmemletention. Many of these individuals
remain in pre-trial detention and some have yetrtdergo any judicial process to determine
the legality of their arrest and continued detantidMany were detained because of their
origins in Equateur province, the home provincdedn-Pierre Bemba, Joseph Kabila’'s main
rival in the presidential elections, or because titare Jean-Pierre Bemba's ethnicity. Such
arbitrary arrests and detentions are reportedlyirmaing in Kinshasa.

Serious human rights violations were also commiitetthe context of fighting in Kinshasa in
March 2007 between the army and Jean-Pierre Bemdna'eed guard, théivision de
Protection PrésidentielldDPP), Presidential Protection Division, afterstiiorce refused a
government order to disarm and report for integratnto the national army. The DPP had
itself been responsible for human rights abusemglhe electoral period and had become a
major source of insecurity in the city. The Maraghting left up to 600 people dead,
including many civilians killed by indiscriminatéd by both government and DPP forces.
Amnesty International has obtained information d¢atihg thatGarde Républicainesoldiers
extrajudicially executed a large number of detassnedio were held at Camp Tshatshi, the
main GR military camp in Kinshasa, and at othemtimns in the city in the wake of this
fighting.

Amnesty International is concerned that far froratecting the people of the DRC, the state
security services remain agents of torture andhdddte DRC government has not launched

Amnesty International October 2007 Al Index: AFR 62/012/2007



2 DRC: Torture and killings by state security agents still endemic

any independent judicial investigations or broughy security force member to justice for
the human rights violations documented in this repBespite historic national elections, the
country remains politically highly-charged and ienelte of deep political uncertainty persists.
In part, this is attributable to security force tenthat continue to serve narrow political
interests and act outside Congolese law and irtterrz human rights treaties to which the
DRC is a State party. This rampant impunity lieshat root of the lack of public confidence
felt by most Congolese in all branches of theiusigg services.

Two main factors are impeding a substantial impnaoset in respect for human rights in the
DRC. The first is the slow progress made by theCDgovernment, with international
support, in delivering Security Sector Reform (SS&khational programme to integrate the
former government and armed group forces into edifiational army, police and intelligence
services capable of operating professionally andaimolitically-neutral manner, under
accountable state authority. Currently the lanoss@ment jurisdictions of the police, army
and intelligence services are unclear, overlap riactire, and suffer from confused or
conflicting chains of command. Some security fotoéts are answerable to individual
political figures rather than their lawful supesand have been used to persecute perceived
or real political opponents.

The second is an institutional culture that is pssie of human rights violations,
characterized by the lack of any independent mashato investigate and counter impunity
for human rights violations committed by securitffiaials. Weak and severely under-
resourced civil law enforcement and judicial systerantribute to this state of affairs. These
weaknesses in the police and judicial systems hesudted in the unlawful and excessive use
of military tribunals to investigate and try ciwlis.

Across the country, the civilian population hasrigoand continues to bear the brunt of the
human rights violations committed by state secufitices as well as by armed political

groups. In the east, where the conflict has neeerclusively ended, grave human rights
violations continue to be committed by governmemtcés as well as by Congolese and
foreign armed political groups. These will be thagbject of further investigation and

forthcoming report by Amnesty International.

Amnesty International is calling on the DRC goveemn to launch independent
investigations into the human rights violations wimented in this report and to bring the
perpetrators to justice. At the same time, urgeeasures are needed to bring the country’s
security services under the effective and accolmtedntrol of the state, ensuring that they
uphold international human rights standards andad@en a politically-neutral manner at the
genuine service of the Congolese people. As imatediteps, Amnesty International calls on
the DRC government to:
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o Prioritize reform of the police, ensuring that péllice units are brought under the
control of the civil authorities, with clear uniyaines of command.

0 Place thegGarde Républicaineinder the national army chain of command, narrowing
its activities to clearly-defined presidential ation duties.

o Ensure that all military, police and intelligencetehtion centres are under the
supervision of the competent and legally-estabtishéthorities, and that national and
international human rights monitors have unregdciccess to all detention facilities.

0 Introduce independent and effective “checks andrmas” mechanisms to ensure
accountability and counter impunity for human rigghtiolations by state security
officials. Such mechanisms might include indepahdmmplaints commissions or
ombudspersons, or parliamentary commissions, vatteps and resources to conduct
their own investigations into allegations of misdaot by security officials.

1 BACKGROUND: HISTORIC ELECTIONS MARKED BY RISING T ENSION AND
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE

The 2006 presidential and legislative electionthimn Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

were a defining moment in the country’s history.illishs of Congolese participated in the

first multi-party elections in over 40 years, whictarked the end of a three-year transitional
period in which power had been shared between dheer government, former armed

groups, the political opposition and civil societyFor many Congolese, the elections
represented hope that years of conflict and dimisio the DRC would be replaced by

increased political stability and economic secuidtyits citizens.

The first round of presidential and parliamentdgctons, held on 30 July 2006, saw Joseph
Kabila’s party, theParti du Peuple pour la Reconstruction et la Dénadier(PPRD), and his
wider political coalition, theAlliance pour la Majorité PrésidentiellAMP), elected to a
clear majority in the National Assembly.Joseph Kabila himself was returned as President
after a second presidential run-off round on 290et 2006 in which, with 58% of the vote,
he saw off the rival candidacy of Jean-Pierre Berviee-President during the transition and
leader of thevlouvement de Libération du Con{)dLC) political party and th&nion pour la
Nation (UN) political coalition. The AMP majority in ¢hcountry’s political institutions was
reinforced in elections, also on 29 October 2066tHe DRC’s provincial assemblies and, on
19 January 2007, for the national Senate and peitigovernorshipé.Joseph Kabila was

! The AMP took 338 of the National Assembly’s 50@tseagainst the UN opposition coalition’s 132.
2 The October 2006 provincial assembly electionsegae AMP control of seven of the 11 assemblies.
In the January 2007 elections, the AMP took 551ef108 senatorial seats (Jean-Pierre Bemba was one
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4 DRC: Torture and killings by state security agents still endemic

sworn in as President on 6 December 2006 and theAMP coalition government formed
on 5 February 2007, under Prime Minister Antoinge@ga, with the PPRD assuming key
ministries including those of Defence and Interior.

Voting on polling days took place in relative calbut the electoral period was marked by
mounting tension. Throughout the latter half 602 and early 2007, scores of suspected
opposition activists or supporters were arbitradlyested and detained, many of whom
remain in detention without trial. There were dtsaon political party offices and media
stations across the countryViolence worsened in the aftermath of the elexstioln protest

at alleged corruption in the provincial governceations, theBunda Dia KonggBDK), an
ethnically-based political and religious movementthe south-western province of Bas-
Congo, called a province-wide day of protest orefarkary 2007. The demonstrations turned
violent and police and army units resorted to dipprtionate force and unlawful killings to
suppress the protests. During two days of videmn 31 January and 1 February, state
security forces were responsible for the deatharofind 100 civilians. Protestors were
responsible for the killings of 10 police and arpgrsonnel and two civilians. To date, no
member of the security forces has been broughtustice for human rights violations
committed during these everits.

There was also growing confrontation in Kinshasavben theGarde RépublicainéGR), an
elite army presidential guard under the contrdPadsident Joseph Kabila, and igision de
Protection PrésidentiellDPP), Jean-Pierre Bemba’s armed guard. On 2Qgt2P06, the
announcement of the results of the first roundrekigential elections sparked three days of
fighting between the two forces which left at [e23tdead. These tensions worsened after the
elections, degenerating, on 22 March 2007, intwaday battle between government and
DPP forces in downtown Kinshasa which left up td Gfeople dead, including many
civilians. In the wake of this fighting, the seityrservices arrested large numbers of
civilians, including scores of street children, suspicion of supporting Jean-Pierre Bemba
and the DPP.

of the senators elected) and 10 of the 11 proVigci@ernor posts, the exception being Equateun-Jea
Pierre Bemba’s home province. Widespread corraptias alleged in the voting for senators and
governors, who were elected by provincial assemidynbers.

® For details of a range of election-related violas, seéfThe Human Rights Situation in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), July to Decen2@®6,MONUC Human Rights

Division/Office of the UN High Commissioner for Ham Rights, 8 February 2007.

* For details of the Bas-Congo violence, see thelM®NUC) special investigation report,
http://www.ohchr.org/english/docs/rep_bascongo.dBee als&tatement by Human Rights Watch to
the DRC Parliamentary Commission Investigating EsémBas CongoApril 12, 2007. A DRC
parliamentary commission enquiry was also conduictexdthe violence. The commission’s report and
findings were discussed behind closed doors biNtteonal Assembly in May 2007, but further
discussion was suspended to a future date an@ploetthas not yet been made public.
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The March fighting forced the DPP out of Kinshard dean-Pierre Bemba went into exile in
Portugal, from where he has expressed a desietumrto lead the political oppositich.In
April 2007, the political opposition temporarily spended its participation in parliament,
citing continuing intimidation by the security fex There has since been a measured
opening of space for the political opposition, udihg by the passage in July 2007 of a law
on the Status of the Opposition guaranteeing thposifon freedom of information,
expression and assembly, and fair access to théafeédclimate of political uncertainty
persists in the country, however, and there isdespread belief that the new government is
failing to tackle the many challenges the counages’

The human rights situation remains particularlycprus, fuelled by ongoing conflict in the
east and by a continuing clampdown by security deragainst perceived opponents and
critics of his presidency, including journalistsdahuman rights activists (see Chapter 6).
Many of the individuals and organizations intervielivby Amnesty International for this
report expressed dismay and fear at the atmosptidreightened political repression since
the elections.

2 SECURITY SECTOR REFORM AND ENDING IMPUNITY

One of the main factors fuelling human rights Mioias in the DRC is the relatively slow
progress being made by the DRC government, sugpbsteéhe international community, in
achieving Security Sector Reform (SSR), a natigmalgramme to integrate the former
government and armed group forces into unifiedomadi army, police and intelligence
services under accountable governmental authagkitiiough some headway has been made
in creating a reformed national army and policedorithese efforts have not resulted in the
creation of forces that are professional or thapeet human rights. Across the country,
many army, police and intelligence units remaimtegrated and continue to serve narrow

® A warrant for Jean-Pierre Bemba'’s arrest was tfyethe DRC authorities following the March
fighting but, as senator, he has parliamentary imitgdrom prosecution. On 22 May 2007 the
International Criminal Court (ICC) opened an ingation into hundreds of rapes and other crimes
committed in the Central African Republic in 2002/@emba’s MLC armed group was allegedly
responsible for most of these rapes. See Al referitral African Republic: Five months of war
against womenNovember 2004 (Al Index: AFR 19/001/2004).

® Loi portant statut de I'opposition politiquadopted by the DRC Senate on 10 July 2007.

" For the perceived inaction and drift of the newayoment se@ntoine Gizenga, 90 jours
d'immobilismean editorial in Kinshasa'’s independent dakyPotentiehewspaper, 24 May 2007, see
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200705240244.html

Amnesty International October 2007 Al Index: AFR 62/012/2007



6 DRC: Torture and killings by state security agents still endemic

private political interests, operating outside Calege law and international human rights
treaties.

The SSR programme, which began in 2004, has beensaly affected by: (1) the refusal of
some armed groups to be integrated into the ndtanay; (2) the apparent reluctance by the
government of Joseph Kabila to have tharde Républicainentegrated into the national
army under a unified chain of command; (3) a poaining programme that fails to impart
training on international human rights and humaigtalaw to all security force agents; (4)
ambiguous law enforcement jurisdictions which resal virtually all security agencies
exercising arrest and detention powers as wellpasating their own detention centres; (5) a
weak and under-resourced prosecution and judigistem that fails to keep the security
sector agents in check by making them criminabiypli for human rights violations. These
factors have resulted in some elements within tRCDsecurity services violating, with
impunity, the rights and freedoms of Congoleseeits.

The challenges to army reform

SSR was seen as essential to the holding of etsctibut by June 2006 the former
government army and armed groups had only beemalbadnd unsatisfactorily integrated
into a new national army, thEorces Armées de la Républigue Démocratigue du €ong
(FARDC). The FARDC, whether in its integrated a@ifl sinintegrated brigades, routinely
commits human rights violatiorfs. At the same time as expressing public commitrtetie
army reform process, few of the main protagonistshe conflict have submitted all their
forces to the army unification programme, known'laisassagé The Garde Républicaine
(GR) has committed only a small portion of its mstied 10,000-plus strength to the
unification programmé. A number of armed groups also avoided surrendealhof their
military forces for reform. These include Jean-RieBemba’'s DPP, forces loyal to the
dissident commander Laurent Nkuffawhich have been responsible for widespread

8 For details of the many problems associated wighformation of the new army and the
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration paogne see Al’'s January 2007 report, DRC:
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (D@RY the Reform of the ArmfAl Index: AFR
62/001/2007) and Al's October 2006 report, DRC:IdHein at War — Creating hope for their futiisd
Index: AFR 62/017/20086).

° The GR is also sometimes known by its former 6fl&SSP or ex-GSSKroupe spécial de la
sécurité présidentielleThe true size of the GR (estimates range betd®ed00 and 16,000) has never
been disclosed. This in itself is indicative afisturbing lack of accountability in the managemeaint
this force.

191 aurent Nkunda, a former commander with the RCDr&@rmed group who refused a position as
general in the FARDC, is accused of having comuhittar crimes including in Kisangani in 2002 and
Bukavu in 2004. He is the subject of an internalarrest warrant issued by the DRC government in
September 2005.
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violations of international humanitarian law in MoKivu province, as well as severahyi-
mayimilitia and other armed groups in eastern DRC.

Jean-Pierra Bemba's reluctance to integrate higarorces into the FARDC was the driving
factor behind the fighting that erupted in centfalshasa on 22 March 2007. On 6 March
2007, after months of inconclusive negotiationsMeen the government and Bemba, the
FARDC Chief-of-Staff ordered all armed forces rasgible for guarding the four former
vice-presidents, including Jean-Pierre Bemba’'s D&Report to the main FARDC base in the
city, Camp Kokolo, for integration into the FARDThe government move was widely
viewed as legitimate given the DPP’s increasinglgtdbilizing presence in the heart of the
city, but there were concerns about the adequattyecdirrangements to be put in place for the
former vice-presidents’ security. Jean-Pierre Bemba refused to disband the DPPasnd
tension mounted the FARDC moved more troops intawrdown Kinshasa and DPP units
returned from Maluku, a town upriver of KinshasaMuich a part of the DPP had withdrawn,
to reinforce their positions in and around Bembegsidence in the city centre. This
confrontation led to the 22/23 March 2007 fightthgt left up to 600 people dead, and many
injured.

Intense fighting that began in eastern DRC in Seper 2007 between Laurent Nkunda's
forces and the FARDC in North-Kivu province, andieth by October had caused the
displacement of almost 500,000 civilians, is alsdiract result of the failure to respect the
established army integration procedtfreln late 2006, the DRC government reached an
agreement with Laurent Nkunda allowing for the dgplent in North-Kivu of "mixed”
brigades, composed jointly of Nkunda's fighters aladular government soldiers, under
FARDC chain of command. This process, knownrasagée, was short of full integration
("brassag® and allowed Nkunda’'s forces to remain intactNarth-Kivu, rather than being
merged into the FARDC in designated integratiortresrand redeployed to other areas of the
DRC. “Mixage” was a supposed confidence-buildingamge, designed to meet Nkunda's
demand that his fighters remain in North-Kivu t@fect the local rwandophone (Hutu and
Tutsi ethnic) population from attack by the RwandPLR' and other armed groups. The
“mixagé, however, undermined the efforts at integratimgned groups into the FARDC,
enabling Laurent Nkunda to retain a parallel cdntneer his forces in the mixed brigades,
which were responsible for numerous human rightéations and a deepening of insecurity
and ethnic tension in the province. In respongeraethnically-based militia have regrouped

1A guard of 12 police officers for each vice-pdesit, rotating in shifts of three to four. Bemivala
his aides had repeatedly insisted on retainifigiaimal and acceptable” DPP contingent in the city

12 For the situation in the east, see Al press selé@emocratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Escalating
violence in North-Kivu deepens risk of mass ethiliings’ (Al Index: AFR 62/014/2007, 10
September 2007).

13 Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwarlblamocratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda

Amnesty International October 2007 Al Index: AFR 62/012/2007



8 DRC: Torture and killings by state security agents still endemic

in opposition to Laurent Nkunda'’s forces, raisirancern that the violence could lead to a
new wave of ethnic killings and other mass humghts abuses.

The failure to fully and effectively integrate tésparate armed forces into a unified army
under clear chains of command, and to train therprédessional standards, has led to the
creation of ill-disciplined and unaccountable raifit units that routinely disregard human
rights. At the same time, the government has alssyed a policy of appointing or promoting
to senior positions in the national security sesicndividuals who are themselves suspected
of involvement in serious violations of internatgrhuman rights and humanitarian law,
including in some cases war crimes and crimes agdiomanity committed during the
conflict.

Police reform

Reform of the national police force, tRelice Nationale CongolaisPNC), which nhumbers
an estimated 103,800 officétswas made secondary to army reform during thesitianal
period. The police service has suffered years aglett, poor and confused command
structures, under- or non-payment of salaries, anthck of equipment, training and
professional development for officérs. This has forced many Congolese police, who
typically receive a salary of around $10 a mdfittn seek other sources of income and it is
common to find officers working as private secugtyards, even during their police shift, and
still dressed in police uniforms. A poorly resoutcend trained police force is likely to
commit or condone human rights violations. The ehthe conflict also brought an influx of
armed group fighters to the police service, whpas of the early and most chaotic stages of
national integration, were arbitrarily redesignaasd'police officers” by their commanders.

4 This figure includes only 5,252 women or 5.3%!uf total force. The estimate, compiled from
Ministry of Interior studies, is not considerediable. As with the army, the lack of accurate éorc
numbers is a fundamental handicap, hampering thelgi@ment of appropriate budgets and planning
for the reform of both services. A census ofRINC, backed by European Union finance, is planned.
It is estimated that after the census perhaps 4i¥asofigure, or 60,000 officers, will prove illasy or
non-operational. The eventual necessary size d?ME is estimated at 166,000, a target that would
require the recruitment, training and equipmert@d,000 new officers over a 10 year period. Sources
Report of the mixed national and international vilegkgroup (GMRRR) examining police reform,
Travaux de Réflexion sur la Réforme de la Policéd¥ale Congolaise4 March 2007, p.36, and Al
interviews with international policing experts, IKhasa.

13 «Often deprived of all means of executing theitydibadly paid, neither controlled nor meaningfully
commanded in the field, [police] personnel are tefthemselves... often giving themselves over to
abusing and harassing the populace”. GMRRR TradauReflexion...section 2.4.1. For examples of
the abuses regularly committed by police persoseelMONUC monthly human rights reports,

available atvww.monuc.org
18 UNPOL officials, Kinshasa, June 2007.
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Until recently, most human rights violations in tDRC were attributable to the army, but by
March 2007 records compiled by the Human Rightssidin of the UN Peacekeeping force to
the DRC, MONUC’, indicated that violations by police had begurotanumber those by
soldiers, with a high incidence of rape ca8eds a result there is now growing recognition,
nationally and internationally, that DRC policeawh is a priority for the long term stability
of the DRC. This recognition is sharpened by thpdrtant public order role the police will
play in the country’s forthcoming but as yet unstifled local elections. Since 2005, the UN
and donor countries have instituted extensive itrgipprogrammes for Congolese police,
although these have suffered from a relative ldckoordination and, given the demands of
the electoral period, were directed mainly at polinits involved in crowd control and public
order functiong?

A draft law on police reform -- the outcome of aotyear consultation between donors,
international experts and the DRC authorities, Qhdtogether as a mixed working group (the
Groupe Mixte de Réflexion sur la Réforme et la Baéoisation de la Police Nationale
Congolaise or GMRRR) to examine the present condition ofRNC and make proposals for
reform — has been prepared for submission to greént® The law is based on the
provisions of Articles 182 to 186 of the Constitutithat the PNC should function at the
genuine service of the Congolese people, be agallisubject to the control of civil authority
and not be diverted for personal ends. The kegntiins of the draft law are the
establishment of clearer, unitary lines of command the progressive demilitarisation of the
police. The draft includes in its provisions:

0 The consolidation of the various police and civdwl enforcement services,
including some that currently operate independeotlyhe PNC, under a unitary
police command and Ministry of Interior control.

0 A clear commitment by all PNC personnel to upholoman rights, including a
specific prohibition on the use of torture or cruiuman and degrading treatment.

0 A minimum age of 18 for recruitment into the PNC.

" Mission de I'Organisation des Nations Unies en Rih@b

8 MONUC human rights and police training officialday 2007. The proportion of sexual violence
cases committed by the PNC rose from 7% of allsasdanuary-June 2006 to 23% in the July-
December period Human Rights Situation in the Democratic Republi€ongo (DRC), July to
December 2008y IONUC/OHCHR, 8 February 2007)

9 Al interviews with MONUC, UNPOL and other interial policing experts in Kinshasa.

2 Avant-projet de loi organique portant organisatigénérale et fonctionnement de la Police
Nationale Congolaise
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0 The placing of army units seconded to policing aablic order functions under
police command, except in certain exceptional titna**

The GMRRR has additionally made recommendationg ttwuld, if agreed by the
government, form the basis of further legal and iathtrative measures. The process of
reform is expected to take 10 years, but in itomawendations for reforms over the short-
term the GMRRR identified the need for specialisitaiin the fields of child protection,
sexual violence and corruption; revised salary pnoimotion structures; programmes of
appropriate training for all levels of the PNC; frevision of adequate and appropriate non-
lethal equipment; and the adoption of a code ofcstitode de déontologiefor police
officers. The GMRRR also recommended revision dfcke 156 of the Constitution which
places police officers under the jurisdiction of thilitary justice system.

The draft law and the recommendations of the GMRRRmplemented, could be a
significant step forward in building respect fomman rights and the establishment of the rule
of law in the DRC, offering clearer lines of respitility and accountability to the country’s
policing service.

Intelligence Services

No progress has been made towards reforming the’'©Riklligence agencies, which
operate outside effective state control. Both tanii and civilian agencies are directly
answerable to the President’s Office, operatingsidat the authority of the Ministers of
Defence and Interior and established army or paliwéns of command.

The DRC has numerous intelligence services, soriféliig broadly similar functions.
Among them are the President'Md&ison militairé %, the Etat-major des renseignements
militaires, Military Intelligence Headquarters, commonly krrotay its former acronym as ex-
DEMIAP?, the Agence Nationale de RenseignemégAsR), National Intelligence Agency,
and theDirection des Renseignements Généraux et ServiEasabix de la policéDRGS)*

L This would reverse the provision of the previo28Q02) police law which placed the control of mixed
army and police operations under the command céthed forces.

22 A powerful military and security body which advéseae President on all matters involving national
defence and security, and provided liaison betwkerPresidency and the DRC’s security services,
including the PNC, often going outside official nsierial and security force chains of communication
and command. lts role is set outD@écret n° 019/2003 du 02 mars 2003 portant orgaioseet
fonctionnement de la Maison Militaire du Chef detéit.

% Détection militaire des activités anti-patrilitary Detection of Anti-State Activities.

4 The DRGS is officially a police unit, but acts eccasion as a from of intelligence agency and it’s
work is reportedly directed by a “commission” coisprg security advisors to the President and
representatives of other intelligence agenciee Gwapter 3.

Al Index: AFR 62/012/2007 Amnesty International October 2007



DRC: Torture and killings by state security agents still endemic 11

Other security services, including tbérection Générale de Migratio(DGM), Immigration
Service, also reportedly have intelligence funaiohe duplication and unclear division of
responsibilities between these bodies has ledviryi and poor coordination. All these
agencies have been accused of serious human vigkdsons, including arbitrary arrests and
detention, acts of torture and other cruel, inhuraad degrading treatment, as well as
enforced disappearance and extrajudicial executidii$ie mandate of ANR, for example, is
limited to investigating crimes against the segudf the state, broadly corresponding to
crimes listed in articles 181 — 220 of the CivinBeCode such as treason, espionage, political
crimes or conspiracies. However, the ANR routirahests and detains individuals suspected
of common criminal offences such as theft, as awelmaking arbitrary arrests of opposition
and civil society activists. Amnesty Internatior@ntinues to receive regular reports of
torture and other ill-treatment in ANR detentioBongolese lawyers have reported that they
are not permitted access to detainees in ANR detent The ANR is under the direct
authority of the President.

On 8 March 2001, President Joseph Kabila orderedltsure of all detention centres that did
not fall under the control of the public judicialthorities. However this decree was never
fully implemented or respected and both the mifitand intelligence services continue to
make use of secret and unofficial detention centnesvhich suspects are held, usually
incommunicado, usually well beyond the 48-hour edgtimit set in Congolese lafl.Such
detention sites include the private residenceseafos officers. International and national
human rights monitors are routinely denied accesbdse unofficial detention facilities and
have also faced difficulties in accessing offidatention centres.

3 DRGS “SPECIAL SERVICES” POLICE: CASES OF ARBITRAR Y DETENTION,
TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREAT MENT

According to the testimonies and reports receiwethk organization from victims of human
rights violations and other sources, the DRGS “&peServices” police was one of the

% For a comprehensive account of the range of armmest detention-related violations committed by all
branches of the Congolese security forces, seI@&UC Human Rights Division report,
Arrestations et détentions dans les prisons et a&ctie la RDC(March 2006).

%6 Article 2, Décret-loi No. 003/2003 portant création et orgagiien de I'’Agence nationale de
renseignementd.1 January 2003.

2’ Article 18 of the DRC Constitution.

%8 Despite a July 2005 directive from President Kabildering all security services to provide
MONUC human rights officers with unhindered acaesdetention facilities, MONUC continues to
encounter frequent problems in gaining accesstartees, even in officially recognized detention
facilities.
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principal forces for political repression and petg®n in Kinshasa during the 2006/07
electoral period. The DRGS, which is closely idfeed with its headquarters and detention
centre of Kin-Maziére in central Kinshasa, made erwous arbitrary arrests of suspected
opposition members and supporters and, accordifgQblUC, carried out most politically-
sensitive arrests in the capital.Such arrests are continuing, according to Cosgoleiman
rights NGOs.

The DRGS “Special Services” police is a divisiontbé national police force. Former
detainees, national human rights NGO staff andretimerviewed by Amnesty International,

however, reported that the work of the DRGS is a@e by a “commission” comprising

senior representatives of different branches ofsdmurity services including the President’s
Office, Military Intelligence (ex-DEMIAP), the FARD, the Kinshasa-Gombe Military

Prosecutor’s Office, the ANR, the DRGS itself ahd DPGM Immigration Servicé®

Among those arrested by the DRGS were high-prdigeires such adMarie-Thérése
Nlandu, a lawyer and candidate for president in the fiosind of presidential elections who
later switched her support to Jean-Pierre BembaieMdérese Nlandu acted as lawyer for
Jean-Pierre Bemba at his appeal to the Supremet @puiustice, in which he alleged
widespread fraud in the second round of presideeliggtions and called for the results to be
set asidé" On 21 November 2006, as the Supreme Court ofcéubtigan to hear the appeal,
shooting began outside the courthouse and in theim disturbance part of the court was
destroyed by fire. Later that day, Marie-Thérédandu was arrested by the DRGS and
accused, with other members of her political paryg household staff, of having organized
the disturbances. The arrests were widely perdeaga round of political score-settling.
Amnesty International adopted Marie-Thérese Nlaasla prisoner of conscience, believing
that the arrest was unlawful because the charges fatse, and that she had been arrested
because of her work as a lawyer and her perceivegab support for Jean Pierre Bemba. On
22 December 2006 she appeared with nine co-defendafiore a Kinshasa military court
charged with organizing an insurrection. The twals repeatedly delayed and Marie-Thérése
Nlandu’s health deteriorated badly in prison beeaak poor prison conditions and stress
brought on by her detention. There were credibegations that some of her co-detainees

2 MONUC/OHCHRThe Human Rights Situation in the Democratic ReipudflCongo (DRC), July to
December 2008 February 2007, para 45.

% According to one international source who had tiared the then commander of the DRGS,
Colonel Raus Chalwe, on this issue during a 208if ta Kin-Maziére, the Colonel, after some
hesitation, had stated that the work of DRGS weectid by the President’s Chief Advisor on Security
Matters and th€onseil National de SecuritéAl interview, Kinshasa, May 2007.

31 The Supreme Court rejected the appeal and cordictoseph Kabila as President on 27 November
2006.
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were subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuntash degrading treatment in DRGS detention.
All the defendants were acquitted on 30 April 260 released.

Another high-profile figure ifPastor Kutino, a popular evangelist church leader who was
arrested by DRGS police on 14 May 2006 shortlyraftaking a televised sermon critical of
Joseph Kabila. On 16 June 2006, after a summarwafair trial by a military court, he was
sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment for attemptedder, criminal conspiracy and illegal
possession of firearms. Two co-defendaRtsstor Timothée BompereandJunior Nganda,
also received heavy prison terms. Some of theeeael presented by the prosecution was
allegedly extracted under torture. The men renmaiprison. Amnesty International has
called for the case to be reopened before a divitiaurt respecting international fair trial
standards, or for the imprisoned men to be rele¥ised

The DRGS also reportedly engaged in intimidation afposition politicians and
parliamentarians. One such case conceRi@thou Bolenge Yomaa deputy in the National
Assembly representing a district of Kinshasa, wkeceived night visits by DRGS officers
who searched his house without search warrdh@®n 25 March 2007, two days after the end
of fighting in the city, two DRGS jeeps pulled uphas house and a detachment of DRGS
commanded by a captain again searched his holuteholP Bolenge Yoma advised Al that he
complained to the authorities about the harassrbebtyas threatened by a DRGS officer.

The cases documented below were investigated bye&typinternational during a visit by the
organization to Kinshasa in May and June 2007 ¢earch reports of increasing human rights
violations often within the context of politicalpeession by state authorities. In all cases, the
arrests by DRGS police were executed without amestants and those arrested were not
informed of their rights. In some cases, includihgse highlighted below, the individuals
were arrested apparently on the basis of theirgfebpolitical affiliations or their ethnic and
geographic origin in Equateur province. In mostesasletainees were held well beyond the
maximum 48-hour limit for police custodgdrde a vug laid down in national law, after
which time they should have been released or tearsf to the custody of the judicial
authorities.®* Some detainees were held incommunicado and paliieers reportedly

32 For further details see Amnesty International Witgictions AFR 62/022/2006, AFR 62/003/2007,
AFR 62/008/2007 and AFR 62/009/2007, 27 Novemi®62 1 May 2007, and public statement
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Marie-Thérésandu case demonstrates need for urgent
reform of police and security sect¢AFR 62/010/2007, 1 May 2007).

%3 For further details see Al Public StatemBIRC: Acts of political repression on the incregeé
Index: AFR 62/014/2006, 4 July 2006).

% Under Congolese law (Article 22 of tlde de procédure pénakend Article 52 of the
Dispositions complémentaires &ode de procédure pénglgolice visits to and searches of private
homes should only take place between 5am and 9jssuan the written authorization of a High
Court judge.

% DRC Constitution, Article 18.
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concealed them from visiting national and intermai human rights or humanitarian

monitors. Many of the detainees interviewed hadlsegjected to torture, including by being

raped in custody, or other forms of cruel, inhuranlegrading treatment. Medical care was
not provided to detainees suffering injury or ise

In some cases, the individuals are still held ie+pial detention in Kinshasa’s central prison,
the CPRK Centre Pénitentiaire et de Rééducation de Kinshasaeral months after their
arrest, and have not been given the opportunightdlenge the lawfulness of their detention
before a judge or other judicial official, in vidilan of their right to prompt appearance before
an authorized judicial authority or the right taakrwithin a reasonable time or to release.
Detainees at the CPRK whose cases are documentad dee detained on charges falling
under military jurisdiction, meaning that they -viians and soldiers alike - will face a
military trial. The trial of civilians by militarycourt, and of military personnel accused of
offences not purely military in nature, is a viddat of international fair trial standardsThe
trial of civilians by military court is also uncaitstional, since the DRC’s 2006 Constitution
(Article 156) states that military tribunals hawvarigdiction only over army and police
personnel. The DRC Military Penal Code, which ptedathe new Constitution, does,
however, allow military trial of civilians for cexin offences, including firearms offencgs.

Coquette Nsinga aged 25, a student, and her motldeme-Marie Lisasi, were members of
Jean-Pierre BembaMouvement de Libération du Con{)dLC) political party and served as
MLC election workers. Both are from Equateur pnoé@ and members of the Ngbaka ethnic
group, to which Jean-Pierre Bemba also belongs3D®ctober 2006, two days after the
second round of presidential elections, they wetested by a group of DRGS police outside
a restaurant in Gombe, central Kinshasa, and takdDRGS headquarters at Kin-Maziére
police station. Here, they were beaten and thecgpdbok their money, MLC party cards,
mobile telephones and jewellery. Coquette Nsinga iméerviewed first by a major and a
commander of the DRGS. Pointing to her identitydcavhich showed she was from
Equateur, the colonel said to heY,du see, you're an assassinDuring the night of 14/15
November 2006, five police officers removed Cocuétbm the cells, led her to another room
and raped her.

% The African Commission on Human and People’s Rigintits 2003rinciples and Guidelines on
the Right to a Fair Trial and Legal Assistance ifni¢a, notes that “The only purpose of Military
Courts shall be to determine offences of a puréligary nature committed by military personnel” and
that "Military courts should not in any circumst@&sovhatsoever have jurisdiction over civilians”
(PrincipleL, Right of Civilians Not To Be Tried by Military @urt).

%" There are frequent allegations that the secueityises plant weapons evidence against supposed
opposition figures in order to ensure trial by taily court.
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Chantal Wantami, an MLC party activist and mother of five living Barumbu commune,
was arrested by DRGS police on 31 October at theedeme as Coquette Nsinga and her
mother. After her arrest, she told Al, DRGS officseized her mobile telephone and began
systematically to go through the numbers seekinigl¢atify other presumed MLC activists
and supporters. She believes this was the reasdahd arrest of her husband, Michel Eboma
and her brother-in-law, Max Kifunda, both FARDC grmofficers (see below). She told
Amnesty International that during her detention, @R officers threatened to torture her
using electric-shocks.

The women spent three weeks in DRGS detentionninuanicado, accused of espionage.
During their detention at Kin-Maziére police statidooth Coquette Nsinga and Chantal
Wantami reported that they and other political mhetas were hidden by DRGS officers from
visiting representatives of the United Nations Miesin the DRC (MONUC) Human Rights
Section and of the International Committee of tieel Rross (ICRCY

On 22 November the women were transferred to Kisglka CPRK central prison, where
they were denied visits for several further days.June 2007, Coquette Nsinga was
continuing to suffer ill-health as a result of flag@e but has received no medical examination
or treatment. The only medicines she was ablectjuiee were antibiotics and vitamins
brought to the prison by a friedd.

On 5 July 2007 Coquette Nsinga, Anne-Marie Lis&iantal Wantami appeared before a
Kinshasa military tribunal on charges of “inciterhgof military personnel] to commit acts
contrary to duty or discipline” (kcitation [aux militaires] a commettre des actemtraires

au devoir ou a la discipline)»under Article 88 of the Military Penal Code, whicarries a
sentence of between five and 20 years’ imprisonnfamy lieutenants Max Kifunda, Michel
Eboma and Luwawu were co-defendants. The trialomg®ing in September 2007.

In July 2007, Amnesty International wrote in cortigt with this and another case to the
DRC Ministries of Justice and Human Rights, the &RRison authorities and the FARDC
chief military prosecutor insisting that Coquettesifja urgently receive the medical
treatment she requires, calling the women’s releadess they were to be tried promptly by
civilian court and according to international failal standards, and urging that a judicial
investigation be launched into the allegationsagier, arbitrary arrest and detention. No reply

% The Congolese security services routinely hidaidees from visiting international monitors.

39 Other rapes of women from Equateur province heldRGS detention at around the same time as
Coquette Nsinga have also been alleged. Apeeés enlévements, viol, dix-neuf femmes en déteati
CPRK, La Voix des Sans Vopress release no. 024/RDC/VSV/CD/2007, 31 May7200
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had been received by the time of publication of tleiport, although the Ministry of Justice
undertook to look into the casés.

Théophile Bizezila Bi Kombawas an election worker for Dr Matusila Malungeaikongo,

a candidate in the first round of presidential #tes who, in the second round, urged his
supporters to switch their votes to Jean-PierreleéstUnion pour la Nation(UN) coalition.
After the arrest of Marie-Thérese Nlandu (see apowe was given the task of collecting
signatures for a petition condemning her arrestuagiohg her release. On 26 November 2006
he went to the CPRK prison to visit Marie-Théresandu and deliver a copy of the petition
to her. When he got to the prison he was arreatetitransferred to Kin-Maziere police
station. There he was threatene@dn“Tuesday, we'll kill ydu He was held at Kin-Maziére
for 13 days, during which time he endured inhumemeditions of detention. They didn’t
give enough food for everyone and | didn't eatffee days’ he told Al. In Kin-Maziére he
was questioned twice by a colonel about his limkBliandu and his campaigning for Bemba.
He was accused of possessing a seditious documerdateempting to incite a prison revolt,
but was finally charged with “attempted participatiin an insurrectionary movement”,
(“tentative a participation a un mouvement insuri@atiel). On 9 December 2006 he was
transferred to the CPRK and eventually releasekowittrial on 14 May 2007.

A large group of FARDC army officers from Equatguovince were arbitrarily detained by
military order in Kinshasa in December 2006. Tiwglude Colonelslean-Pierre Tokwa
Paul Ndokayi and Demberi; Majors Yawa Gomonzaand Ejambo; Captains Jean-Rémy
Demodelg Gode Loyangy Nambozi Gbamor, Alain Badibanga, Bwenda, Samba and
Ezinga; LieutenantsMichel Eboma Ngbokg Max Kifunda, llo, Lana Demogq Jimmy
Nguelo, Luwawu and AdjutantGombari. Most of the arrests appear to have been made by
the DRGS police acting without arrest warrants. niylaf these individuals were of the
Ngbaka ethnic group, the same group as Jean-PRemba. Some were longstanding
FARDC army officers who had served on the goverrtns@e throughout the conflict. All
were apparently suspected of plotting a coup d’éfatirther arbitrary arrests of Equateur
military officers have followed, according to Cohgge human rights organizations. These
include captaindVani, Igbula, Dalago Akolomoko and lieutenanBinga, all members of
the FARDC 7' Integrated Brigade stationed in Kinshasa, who vegrested in late August
2007 according to reports and were still held irDE&MIAP military intelligence detention in
early September.

According to testimonies gathered by Amnesty Iraéiomal, a humber of these detainees
spent several weeks in arbitrary detention in KiazMre. Some suffered torture or other

40 E-mail from Ministry of Justice, 27 July 2007. Ttiher case referred to is that of Col. Paul
Ndokayi, also in need of urgent medical treatmenirjuries inflicted by torture.
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forms of ill-treatment there and were kept chaibgdheir legs. On their transfer to the CPRK
prison, the DRGS delivered a collective warrantdosund 50 people including the officers.
The military clerk of court dealing with the casesportedly protested this abuse of
proceduré! All the officers were reportedly classed as DPReal group fighters and kept
locked in their cells inPavillons (Blocks) 1 and 2 for two months before being a#ow
freedom of movement in prison. Little or no mediitaatment has been given to those who
suffered torture or other forms of ill-treatmento Tate, with the exception of the three
lieutenants referred to above in the cases of Gtejisinga, Anne-Marie Lisasi and Chantal
Wantami, none of the detainees is believed to teen tried or to have appeared before a
judge to determine the legality of their arrestontinued detention.

Colonel Paul Ndokayi aged 61, a professional soldier since 1972 whweedewith the
government forces throughout the DRC conflisas head of a FARDC demobilization
programme in the north-eastern Ituri district. &tel November 2006 he was in Kinshasa on
leave. On 27 November, at around 8pm, he wassuteal on a street in the Kingabwa area
of the city by a group oPolice d’Intervention RapidéPIR), forced into a vehicle and taken
to the PIR detention centre. In the morning he imteyviewed by a colonel who beat him,
calling him “a brother of Bemba”. The same aftenmahe colonel returned with five police
officers, handcuffed him, took him outside, andiadaegan beating him. Towards 4pm a
cameraman arrived and the officers tried to get tamick up weapons for the camera. He
protested, loudly, and the cameraman left withibrtifig.*?

At around 5pm he was transferred to DRGS deterdtdkin-Maziere. On the afternoon of
the next day, 29 November, he was removed fromchls beaten and tortured without
interruption for five hours, almost, as his lawyaut it, “to the point of death”. In an
interview with Amnesty International in Kinshas&€®RK prison, Colonel Ndokayi told Al:

“They took me down to what they called th@plgothaon the ground floor.
They told me to get down on the floor. | refusédold them, I'm a colonel. |
don’'t get down! They tied me up, put chains on my ankles andefibrme
down. Then they beat me without interruption, wihgths of rope, wooden
batons and kicks to my head. They kept sayiingll the truth!. They stabbed
me in the foot with a knife. During the beating$t consciousness and they had
to revive me. They remarkedié’s not dead yét.They forced a piece of wood
between my fingers and struck my hand, hard, witlatan. After the beating, |
was left in chains.”

“! Interview with detainee’s legal representativendtiasa, May 2007.
2 Al knows of other cases where the security sesviteve attempted to engineer incriminating video
evidence, which is then sometimes broadcast owiséa.
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After around a month in DRGS detention, he wassfiemed to the CPRK charged with

“terrorism”. He spent a month locked incommunicandis cell in Block (Pavillon”) 1.

His lawyer was refused access to see him on thceasmns. He was then transferred to
Block 8 and the restrictions were lifted, but betwéviarch 2007 and early May, in common
with the other arrested Equateur army officerswiae again locked day and night in the cell
he shared with five or six othets. In late September 2007, 10 months after his &rres
Colonel Ndokayi remained in detention without tridde has never been seen by any judicial
authority to have the legality of his arrest anttdéon determined.

When Amnesty International representatives met @alddokayi in the CPRK prison, his

right hand was broken and he reported pain aciisdsolaly and poor mobility in his arms and
hands. He complained of pain and bleeding fromehis, and had difficulty hearing. At no
stage during his detention or in prison was hemgiveedical care for the serious injuries he
received. On 5 July Al wrote to the DRC authositiesisting that he receive immediate
appropriate medical care, urging that he be triednptly according to international fair trial

standards or be released, and that a judicial figag®n be launched into the allegations of
torture and other human rights violations. No yephd been received by the time of
publication of this report.

Major Yawa Gomonza has served in the national army since 1964. Oncedber 2006 at
around 6am a group of police officers forced thely into his home, tied his arms behind his
back and chained him by the feet. His house wascked and his uniform, camera, mobile
telephone and other objects were seized. He waentak Kin-Maziére, where he was
reportedly seriously beaten and accused of holdiaegtings with DPP fighters. Major Yawa
was held in DRGS custody for more than 40 days. cofding to his lawyer, some
interrogations were conducted in the presence pfesentatives of up to seven security
services. During one interrogation, a colonel regaly held a revolver to him and
threatened, Do you know how the Kimba were killéda reference to a group of political
opposition members who were executed after summnialyin 1966 for allegedly plotting a
coup d’état against former President Mobutu Sege.8eMajor Yawa was transferred to the
CPRK on 14 January 2007, charged with “attemptedicgaation in an insurrectionary
movement (tentative de participation a un mouvement insuicggtel’). He has not to date
been tried or appeared before any judicial offteedetermine the legality of his arrest and
detention. (See also the caseRalpy Tembe Moroni a journalist who was detained with
Major Yawa, page 29).

“3n general, prisoners are permitted freedom ofenwant within the prison compound during the day.
4 Also known as the “Pentecost martyrk's martyrs de la Pentecdtehis group of four were
executed by hanging on 1 June 1966. Their trigetalittle more than two hours.
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As a division of the police force the DRGS will, Aesty International understands, be
included in the eventual police reform programmeciwhmay lead to an improvement in the
accountability and conduct of this unit. Howevelrenimmediate measures are needed to
address the human rights violations committed big florce and to ensure effective
independent oversight of its activities. In paré, the authorities should launch prompt,
impartial and independent investigations into theve allegations of human rights violations
by DRGS personnel. Any officer against whom there @asonable suspicions of having
committed human rights violations should be immedyasuspended from duty, pending
investigation and possible trial.

4 THE GARDE REPUBLICAINE: CASES OF SUSPECTED EXTRAJ UDICIAL
EXECUTIONS, ARBITRARY DETENTION AND TORTURE

The Garde RépublicainéGR) falls under the direct control of the Presitdemd its supposed
role is limited to protection of the President gmdsidential facilitie4> The GR is garrisoned
throughout the country, guards airports, natiomatlbr posts, and other strategic sites and has
arguably assumed security functions that go welbbd its declared role.

The GR was responsible for numerous violationsushidn rights across the DRC during the
electoral period® MONUC Human Rights Division reported that the GRswesponsible for
more than 100 cases of torture and cruel, inhunmah degrading treatment of civilians
accused of being political opposition supporterthim second half of 2006. The abuses were
particularly evident in Kinshasa, where the unipasedly committed many arbitrary
detentions, acts of torture and other cruel, inhunoa degrading treatment, enforced
disappearance and extrajudicial executions.

Among these allegations is the suspected enforisaghpearance ddr Faustin Sosspa 43-
year-old medical doctor and father of two younddrein who worked as medical adviser to
Jean-Pierre Bemba. Dr Faustin Sosso was abducted reportedly by GéRess from a street

“ Articles 136 — 140 of the 2004 defence lawi No. 04/023 portant organisation générale de la
défense et des forces armées.

6 MONUC/OHCHRThe Human Rights Situation in the Democratic RepuflCongo (DRC), July to
December 2008 February 2007, para 35. For other exampl@®litically-motivated human rights
violations by the GR, see Al's rep@RC: Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegra{DDR)
and the Reform of the Arn@l Index: AFR 62/001/2007, January 2007), pagg$6.

*"The term “enforced disappearance” is used to dEsthe arrest, detention, abduction or any other
form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the tetar by persons or groups of persons acting \ith t
authorization, support or acquiescence of the Staltewed by a refusal to acknowledge the
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in central Kinshasa in the early evening of 20 Asige006 and driven away by jeep to an
unknown destination. Some reports suggest thavdsetaken to Camp Tshatshi, the main
base of the GR, and held there for several daysyevhe was allegedly subjected to cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatmé&ht.He may at some point have been transferred to the
custody of military intelligence. Two reports ree=l by Al suggest that Dr Sosso was
extrajudicially executed or that he died as a tesfulorture in security force custody, and that
his body was secretly disposed of. Dr Sosso’slfaiowever, continues to believe that he is
alive and held in secret detention. For a timesrafiis enforced disappearance, family
members received phone calls from individuals priéisg themselves as GR officers
demanding money for Dr Sosso’s release. No offioiestigation has been launched into
his disappearance.

The majority of human rights violations by GR seldi reported to Amnesty International
during its visit to Kinshasa in May 2007, howeverere committed during and in the
aftermath of fighting in the city on 22/23 March@@0Obetween government forces and Jean-
Pierre Bemba's DPP. There are credible allegatiatetailed below, of extrajudicial
executions and acts of torture and other ill-treathcommitted by the GR at Camp Tshatshi,
the GR’s main base in the city, and in Jean-PBemba’s residence in central Kinshasa after
this had been captured by government forces.

The fighting embraced Kinshasa’'s central area ahf@ during the middle of the working
week and spread quickly outwards through densepulated residential areas. Tanks and
other heavy weaponry were used in the heart ofitgevith thousands of civilians trapped by
the fighting in their homes, workplaces and schodlbere was no attempt to warn civilians
and no effort by government forces to remove theamfplaces of danger. MONUC
peacekeepers did manage to rescue a number ofarsyilincluding children trapped in
schools, but they were severely hampered by thie sfahe fighting which raged directly
around MONUC buildings in the city centre.

The initial assault by the government FARD€ Ifitegrated Brigade on 22 March was halted
by the DPP, who gained early control of a largeaaoé central Kinshas8. FARDC

deprivation of liberty or by concealment of theefatr whereabouts of the disappeared person, which
place such a person outside the protection ofative (International Convention for the Protection of
All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Article Phis Convention, which has yet to come into
force, also places obligations on the State tostigate and hold criminally responsible the
perpetrators of disappearance.

“8 MONUC/OHCHRThe Human Rights Situation in the Democratic RepuflCongo (DRC), July to
December 2008 February 2007, para 36

49 Among the sites taken by the DPP was the DRGSMariére police station, which was ransacked.
The detainees there were released by the DPP.
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reinforcements and the deployment of tBarde Reépublicainewhich became the main
government fighting force, began to reverse ttisasion. By the morning of 23 March, they
had captured Bemba's residence in the city cefdreed the DPP out of the central district
and through residential areas towards the Beaah ateere a remnant DPP force congregated
to escape across the river to neighbouring RepobliZongo. Around 140 other DPP fighters
surrendered to MONUC with around 300 of their famitembers. They were still being
sheltered at MONUC’s Western Brigade HQ in the @itySeptember 2007. Negotiations
were continuing between the UN and the governmantheir handover to the authorities or
their releasé’

By the time the fighting died down, up to 600 peopkhd been killed and many wounded,
including a large but unknown number of civiliahs.The government faced criticism for
having failed to negotiate sufficiently and forlifag to take adequate measures to warn and
protect the civilian population. There were repat widespread indiscriminate use of force
and looting by both government and DPP forces.

Civilian victims of the violence included peoplechuasHugo Tanzembi who was severely
injured after being hit by shrapnel from a governtngnk shell fired into a bank on the
Boulevard 30 juirwhere he and other civilians had taken sheltee. Idy bleeding from his
injuries for many hours before rescue. He diedhisfinjuries one month later. Despite
government promises, there has been no compendatitime civilian victims of the fighting
who, in many cases, cannot afford the medical Iildreat their injuries. Marie-Jeanne
Masengo Batubengafor example, a street vendor and single mothesiofchildren, was
injured in the chest by a bullet on 23 March inuabu commune. The hospital required
payment to extract the bullet which she cannotrdffo perform an operation. The bullet
remains lodged in her chest. She suffers from losmggand breathlessness, cannot work
because of her poor health and faces eviction fremhome?

Civilians living in districts through which the DPRtreated were particularly affected. In
these areas fire from tanks, artillery, machinesgand assault rifle ripped through thin
wooden walls. Government troops also forced tiagiy into hospitals and schools where
there was no suggestion of enemy forces, accongirigcal sources. It is also alleged that
government forces singled out for attack and sulseiglooting neighbourhoods where
popular support for Jean-Pierre Bemba was high.rinQuthe fighting the Governor of

%0 Al interviews, MONUC officials, Kinshasa.

*L There is no reliable record of the number of KlleNGO sources in Kinshasa, basing their estimates
on surveys conducted in hospitals and morgueghpuigure at around 500. MONUC officials
estimated around 400, while diplomatic sourcesugaio 600.

*2 Interview, 31 May, Barumbu commune
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Kinshasa reportedly announced on the radio thaetbommunes — Barumbu, Lingwala and
Kinshasa — contained DPP fighters dressed in aivitiothes.

These neighbourhoods became the focus of repreggivernment cordon and search
operations in the course of which many arbitrargsts were made and extensive damage to
property and looting reported. Residents of soih¢éhese areas interviewed by Amnesty
International spoke of security force raids on tHeuses in search of hidden weapons or
fugitive DPP fighters, in which property was stolmnsmashed and the residents themselves
threatened, in some cases at gunpoint, and insadtédrothers of Bemba&® The authorities
allegedly took other reprisals against some neigtimods, including by cutting off supplies
of water and electricity.

Scores of people were arrested across the cigténMarch 2007 on suspicion of being DPP
fighters or of having sheltered or otherwise aitlegin. Some appear to have been arrested
arbitrarily, on the basis of identity documents ethshowed them axriginaires of Equateur
province. Of nearly 200 people arrested in conaeratith the March events and held in pre-
trial detention in Kinshasa's central CPRK prisothe time of Amnesty International’s visit
in May 2007, it was reported that at least 150 vedrdians. Among these were six children
aged between 13 and 17 (four boyipole, Kazangani Mvunu and Vivi, and two girls,
Kumbe and Shekinah) who were arrested on 23 March on suspicion oblvement in the
March fighting and who were still held in the CPRIK mid-September, without having
appeared before a judge. The children were regigreescused under the military penal code
of “insurrection” (‘participation a un movement insurrectionheldespite the fact that
military law does not apply to individuals aged and8. Local human rights organizations
have appealed for their relegée.

Floribert M. (not his real namé), a civil servant, was trapped by the fighting ental
Kinshasa on the morning of 22 March as he madwaysto work. Heavy gunfire forced him
and a group of 15 other civilians, including twomen and a child, to take shelter behind a
low wall. They spent the rest of the day thergh@sun and without food or water, unable to
move as the fighting continued around them. Onthefgroup was wounded in the leg by a
stray round, another killed by a bullet to the head

%3 Interviews with local residents 25 May — 5 Juniskasa.

* Association Africaine de Défense des Droits dehtine (ASADHO),SOS : Six mineurs détenus
politiques au CPRK : Pour quelle justice 7 September 2007

5 All of the victims of violations by GR forces imtéewed by Amnesty International for this report
expressed deep fear of reprisals. For this reasateclines to name them.
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As evening fell, a voice ordered them to crosshibelevard and to take shelter in a trench.
Dropping into the trench, the group found themseinea DPP position with 10 fighters who
demanded to see their identity cards. Among hiserg the fighters found Floribert's
PPRD® party card (Floribert was a PPRD official for hiemmune) and immediately
threatened to shoot him. They relented only bex&is identity card showed him as being
from the same district in Equateur as Jean-Pieeml. They nevertheless told him that
they considered him a spy and used him as a lopkanging him to put his head out of the
trench whenever the firing dropped brieftp ‘see where the bullets were coming from

They spent the night there until 4am when a goventrattack started and the DPP fighters
ran off. Surrounded by GR soldiers, they were nakeJean-Pierre Bemba’s residence which
the GR had captured and was using as a forward Héxre they joined a larger group of
detainees, including eight women, were told theyewmnsidered as “prisoners of war” and
confined under paillotte (open-sided straw shelter) in the compound, \asiblGR soldiers
returning from the fighting who threatened themeaggdly.

While there, Floribert was witness to the beatinth\a machete of “a boy from Gbadolite”, a
town in northern Equateur province. The boy wasdeay after the beating and he does not
know what finally happened to him. Floribert téitthat:

“Other captives arriving at the residence wereipsitle a freight container. At
around 9am two men were brought in under arrestsséid only in their
underclothes. The soldiers were beating them. stihéiers were complaining
they had run out of bullets. They were taken sohee we couldn’t see, but
some soldiers told us later they had had theiriagecut open with a knife to
their wrists and the soldiers watched them bleetktih.”

Towards midnight, a GR major arrived and beganriatgting the detainees one by one.
When Floribert’s turn came, he was made to lie fdeen on the ground, surrounded by
around 30 GR soldiers, while questions were fittelnira. They accepted neither that he was a
PPRD party member (the DPP had destroyed his party) nor that he was a civil servant,
taunting him that the civil service doesn’t pay enough for your fansach” So, Floribert
told Al:

“l found myself described as @&dlonel of Bemba | was ordered to stand up
and then | was beaten on the shoulders with theofla machete blade. It still
hurts now. By 1am we had all been “judged” and/awo people were released.

%% president Kabila’s political party, tharti du Peuple pour la Reconstruction et le Dératier
People's Party for Reconstruction and Democradgridert was a PPRD official in his commune.
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We believed that the women among us would be set fiut the soldiers found
some photos of women in the DPP positions and edftrs let them go. The rest
of us, around 35, were lined up against a wall. tiéeight we were going to be
shot.”

Instead they were taken by truck to the GR bas€aahp Tshatshi and put in a room.
Floribert remained there all night, while other aleées were taken out one by one to be
guestioned or to be taken to other cells. He heaw@ral shots that night, but could not be
sure they were from inside the camp. However,stiends of people being beaten and the
cries of pain he could hear through the wall fréva toom next door were very clear, lasting
“to at least five in the morniig Of the detainees with him in the room, he redrgd a
street beggar, who he used to see regularly onvaysto work. He hasn’'t seen this man
since.

Two white men were in the same room, apparentlgséed while taking photographs of the
fighting. At around 6am the guards told the witen to leave. Floribert was beside them,
“So | took a chance and followed them. When weqtite barrier at the entrance to the
camp, they turned back to ask how they were sufdpmsget back to the city centre. | just
kept walking slowly ahedd From there he joined people on the street mepftir work, and
hitched a lift home.

Oscar X, a superintenderftcommissaire”)in the Kinshasa police, originally from Equateur,

was arrested at around 7pm on 24 March by a grogRsoldiers as he sat with a friend on

a hotel terrace in the city’'s Bandalungwa distriete was accused of organizing the violence
of 22-23 March. Despite his protests that he wasraing police officer who had been on

duty the two previous days, he was taken to CanmafEhi in a vehicle that already contained
other detainees. He told Al that on arrival in tlaenp:

“A soldier pointed a firearm at my head and theeswa discussion among the
soldiers. Some wanted to kill us straight away jpmsh us into the river; others
argued to wait for orders. Then they stripped me lz@at me with branches cut
directly from the trees in the camp. | was beaeerywhere: around my head
and eyes, on my back and across my body. Thensl imt@rrogated by a
lieutenant who told me to confess to being one @hBa’s men. | denied this.
He asked me'What province are you from?1 told him, ‘Equateur’. He said,
“There you are, then!”

At around lam Oscar was taken to a cell which ie@antained around 60 people, where he
spent the remainder of the day on the floor witthimg to eat or drink. On the morning of 29
March he was transferred to Military Intelligencex{DEMIAP) custody, where he was
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interrogated again. The officers there confirmidskory with his police commander and that
afternoon he was set freayith no clothes and with my wounds undre&séde continues to
suffer pains in his neck from the beatings arouisdhiead and doctors diagnosed a possible
spinal injury. He resumed work in mid-May but téitithat he still feels “very nervous”. He
adds: “One of the guards in the camp told me timathe night of 22/23 March, 40 people
were killed in Camp Tshatshi. He told ni€his is not a good place”’

Cyrille K., aged 32is the younger brother of a Kinshasa hospital docBoth are originally
from Equateur. He was at home in the apartmershhaees with his brother and other family
members in the Gombe area of the city when, atrarouidnight on 23 March, a man in
civilian clothes and two GR soldiers forced theaywnto the apartment. They demanded to
see his brother. Cyrille explained that he wasnditey a seminar and had been unable to
return home because of the fighting. The men tbkehQyrille he would be detained in place
of his brother. There was no explanation of whg/liriother was sought, or why he was being
arrested.

“They made me remove my t-shirt and took me dowth&®building entrance,
where around 20Garde Républicainesoldiers with automatic weapons and
RPGs were waiting. | was taken to a nearby jeepravthey began to beat me,
demanding to know where the doctor was.”

Cyrille was driven to Camp Tshatshi. An officeeté asked the soldiers why they’'d brought
him instead of the doctor, then saitt,gu should throw him in the river! Give him a taty
send-off. He was forced to the ground and beaten with @asfkwood on his back, buttocks
and around his headl Wwas ordered not to ctyCyrille said, ‘but | couldn’t help it. Another
soldier was stood over me, sharpening his machiateatening to kill me if | made any more
noise. Then he started to beat me on my back attoicls with the flat of the blade

Cyrille was put in a room with three other detas)e®l dressed in civilian clothes. At around
3am the next day (Sunday) they were taken out alidthat they were going to be given
some “peanuts” @rachide$). “What peanuts?the detainees asked.YOU'll find out when
the moment comg&sThen the four men were made to strap heavy Wngeas (jantes) from

a car to their backs and marched off towards thtoboof the camp, which overlooks the
River Congo. As they walked through the camp, &ywwas ordered out of the line by the
officer, who said We haven't finished with him He never saw the three others again. He
didn’t know their names, but he believed that tivre all civilians and that one had just
returned from Europe to visit his family. He latearned thatrachideswas slang for bullets.
The wheel hubs he believes were intended to wesgindheir bodies in the river.
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He was returned to a larger cell, full of captuaP fighters, one of whom told him that a
group of 20 had earlier been taken from the cell shot. The next day, he was taken out, tied
up, forced to his knees and beaten again with plasfkwood. Then, on orders from an
officer, a soldier forced his penis into his mouthe was led to the camp latrines and made to
clean them on his knees. As they stood over hiay, tapeated that his brother was “Bemba’s
doctor” and a member of Bemba’s militia. That deywas fed for the first time since his
arrest. The next day, Tuesday, he was interrogagmih, with more questions about his
brother. In the afternoon, he was released. Aicesfs parting words to him wereTéll
your brother to forget medicine and to go back iillage in Equateut Since his release,
Cyrille has not been able to return to his workawse of ill-health. The wounds he received
from the beatings became infected, he believes femual matter from the camp latrine. He
suffers recurrent headaches and dizzy spells.

The doctor, Cyrille’s brother, told Al that he had political affiliations and that he suspected
the GR operation was based on a false denunciatéate for personal gain by someone who
lived in the same apartment block. Through anrimésliary, Cyrille’'s family made contact
with the GR captain who led the operation, to fond why he was being sought. This captain
reportedly told the doctor that the accusationsresgdim were that he was doctor for Jean-
Pierre Bemba, that he had organized subversiveimgeetand that he had appeared on
television where he had insulted the Presidengfalthich the doctor maintained was untrue.
The captain reportedly told the doctofhe God you pray to is powerful. | had orders to
come to your house and take you. If you resisteds to kill you. If you didn't resist, it was
still possible that you wouldn’'t be coming backvelreceived my orders. Be careful of the
people in your building

On 18 April 2007 the family submitted a legal coaipt against the captain to the Military
Prosecutor for Ngaliema garrison, where the captairased, alleging arbitrary arrest, illegal
entry (‘violation de domicil®, death threats and attempted murder. On 19 Maying had
no response, the doctor telephoned the militarjigesofficial in charge of his case who
reportedly told him, You should go home and forget this matter. Yourardonger in
danger” The official said that the GR operation at hisme was not officially sanctioned
and that his complaint had been classedsass suité(“no further action”). The family has
since submitted a second complaint to the Seniditavi Prosecutor's Office Auditorat
Supérieur Militairg. The family is determined to pursue justice, lugs in fear of reprisals.

The accounts of probable GR extrajudicial execstigiven by former detainees in Camp
Tshatshi and at other locations is supported briattional sources interviewed by Amnesty
International, who confirmed that after the figlgtiat least 27 bodies, showing signs of
having been tied up and blindfolded, were recovéreah the River Congo, where they had
become trapped in rapids at Kinsuka a few kilongettewnstream from Kinshasa. “The
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presumption,” one of these sources told Al, “ist ttiey were killed near the river”. Camp
Tshatshi, which overlooks the river, is a poss#ite of entry for the bodies into the water.
National NGO workers reported that a stretch ofrstamd beauty spot known @hkez Tintin
just below Camp Tshatshi, which has bars and restésibut also a military facility jutting
out over the water, was one area where people &éan éxecuted and pushed into the river.
Reports received by Amnesty International suggettatdpeople were executed in two ways.
Those suspected of being DPP fighters had theqrathrcut with knives, because soldiers
believed they were protected gyis-gris, a supernatural charm which made them immune to
bullets. Other victims were shot. Some bodiesvadliegedly placed in sacks weighted down
with stones. Among these victims may have beemoapgof fishermen accused of having
transported fleeing DPP fighters across the rivdrhe NGO reported widespread fear
amongst local residents and fishermen who discovate bodies. When Amnesty
International visited th€hez Tintinarea, they were prevented from accessing the Igiere
by armed soldiers.

To date, no GR officer has been brought to jugtice¢he human rights violations documented
above and the authorities have obstructed indepemoleestigations. MONUC investigators
encountered “aggressive refusals” by the GR whey tisked to have access to Camp
Tshatshi to investigate reports of abuses thereraceived similar refusals by the military
and some police services to allow investigatores&to other sites, including Camp SETA (a
GR base near Ndjili international airport), Jeaerfei Bemba's residence and the MLC party
headquarters.

Amnesty International calls on the Congolese aitiberto fulfil their international human
rights obligations and launch prompt, independet impartial judicial investigations into
the violations recorded above and other allegethtvoms committed during or in connection
with the March fighting, and to bring to justiceetindividual military and police personnel
and armed group members responsible for perpeajratirordering these crimes in trials in
accordance with international standards of fairleas do not attract the death penalty. The
authorities should also provide adequate reparaitictuding compensation for the victims or
their families.

Amnesty International additionally calls on the DRQudicial authorities to immediately
release the detainees arrested in connection withMarch fighting unless they are to be
promptly tried according to international fair trseftandards on recognizable criminal charges
for which admissible supporting evidence exists. nb circumstances should civilians face
trial by military court.

5 HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY THE DPP
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The DPP was also responsible for human rights abdsgeng the electoral period and had
become a major source of insecurity in Kinshasahiperiod before the second round of
presidential elections in October 2006 DPP fightersentral Kinshasa unlawfully detained a
number of people they suspected of supporting Jokgbila and subjected them to torture
and ill-treatment in illegal detention centres limting in the MLC'’s party offices or in houses
around Jean-Pierre Bemba'’s residence. DPP abudedérthe abduction and probable killing
of Ntiara Podos Nseya 48-year-old ANR (National Intelligence Agenoflicial agent who
was reportedly detained by DPP fighters on a sireeentral Kinshasa on 19 August 2006
and taken for interrogation at the MLC party headtprs. He has not been seen since.
There are also credible allegations that the DB® ialdiscriminately targeted civilians during
the fighting in Kinshasa and may have used civilias human shields. As illustrated above,
in the case oFloribert M. (page 22), during the March 2007 fighting DPP feghktfailed to
treat humanely and to protect civilians trappedth®y fighting, in violation of international
humanitarian law. There were also credible allegetithat DPP used children as fighters and
distributed arms to street children in Kinshasalhe recruitment and use of children under
the age of 15 in armed conflict is a war crime urideernational law?®

In the wake of the March 2007 fighting, large nunshef fighters loyal to Jean-Pierre Bemba
in Equateur province surrendered their weaponsagneled to be integrated into the national
army> In Amnesty International’s view, it is imperativieat the DRC authorities and the
international community make every effort to endiwag all remaining fighters loyal to Jean-
Pierre Bemba are disarmed and either integratedtivet FARDC or demobilised. Amnesty
International also calls on the DRC authoritiedaiench independent judicial investigations
into the allegations of human rights abuses by BiBRters, bringing the perpetrators to
justice where possible in fair trials which excluthe possibility of the death penalty. The
MLC political leadership should cooperate with augh investigation.

6 ATTACKS ON MEDIA WORKERS
Many journalists were targets of intimidation, &y detention and cruel, inhuman or

degrading treatment by state security agents feir tieporting on political developments
during the elections and afterwards. Many wereddrinto hiding because of death threats.

>” NGO and UN sources, Kinshasa.

%8 Additional Protocol 11, Article 9, to the Geneva@rentions of 1949, and the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, Article 8(2)(e)(vii).

¥ DRC: Opposition militias join army in Equateur pioge, 29 March 2007,
www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?Reportld=71075
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A number of media offices and transmitters werejestibto arson and vandalism by
unidentified attacker§® In Kinshasa, such incidents particularly involyedrnalists working
for media owned by Jean-Pierre Bemba, includingaC&wongo TV (CCTV), Canal Kin TV
(CKTV) and Radio Liberté (RALIK). Around 12 jourlists working for these stations were
victims of death threats and intimidation followitige clashes on 20-22 August 2006 between
the GR and DPP, and were forced into hiding. Braatieg by these three stations was
arbitrarily suspended by the authorities on 21 Atdar several days and on 18 September
disrupted again by a fire whose cause has not bstablished® The stations were further
removed from the air a few hours before the outboédighting on 22 March 200%. During
and after the fighting the stations were lootedgmyernment soldiers and CCTV/CKTV
journalists were again intimidated, including a veamournalist for Canal Kin. On 22 March
2007 she received a phone call from someone piegehimself as a major in the GR,
warning her that her name was on a list of “targatsl that she should leave the country. At
the time of her interview with Amnesty Internatibialate May she was still in hiding and
felt too insecure to return to work.

Papy Tembe Yunago Moroniis a cameraman and reporter for CCTV and RALIK who
comes from Equateur and is a member of the Ngb#kaicegroup. During the electoral
period he reported extensively on Jean-Pierre Bamtzmpaign. From May 2006, he felt
under increasing pressure from the security sesvared had started sleeping away from
home, but after the second round of presidentiihngche made the decision to return to his
house. On 1 December 2006, however, a GR soldiebdown the door of his home at
around 6am while he was still sleeping and forced thownstairs at gunpoint. There, he
found his landlord, army major Yawa, also undeest¥ The two men were driven off by
police jeep to Kin-Maziére where they were torturétlwas tied up and beaten with lengths
of wood and clubas if they were killing a snakKePapy Tembe Moroni told Al. He was held
in DRGS custody at Kin-Maziére for 27 days and ragab that he was interrogated by
representatives of different security services svhiéld there. 1“was afraid they would Kill
me” he said. On 27 December he was transferredddCPRK as part of the large group of
suspects from Equateur which included Major Kawd ather army officers and soldiers.

% For a full description of attacks and other intlation directed against the media during the etatto
period sedlournalistes en DangddED) reportLa Liberté de la Presse en Période Electorale
November 2006, as well as the MONUC/OHCHR repbine Human Rights Situation in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), July to Decen2@®6 Chapter V(l), 8 February 2007,
http://www.monuc.org/downloads/HRR _6Month_Eng.pdf

®% Similar attacks on media outlets close to Kablé® #ook place in other areas of the DRC.

%2 The government denied responsibility, claiming the shutdown was arranged by a commercial
company providing satellite services to the chasrietcause of unpaid bills. This is disputed,
however.See Radio Okatplémique autour de la fermeture de CKTV et CC30/March 2007.
http://www.radiookapi.net

%3 See page 18.
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Here he learned for the first time that he was gidrwith “threatening state security”
(“atteinte a la sdreté de I'étgtbut thiswas later changed to suit his professisfournalist to
“inciting hatred” (‘incitation a la haing& and “spreading false news”fopagation de faux
bruits”). On 12 April 2007 he was granted provisiond¢ese after 132 days in detention, but
was forbidden to leave Kinshasa and ordered tortépdhe authorities twice weekly. At the
time of his interview with Amnesty International iate May, he was still living in hiding.
His ankles bore scars of where he had been tidd dptention, and he reported continuing
poor health as a result of the beatings he received

Bosange Mbaka a journalist with a Kinshasa periodical newspaptambenga also from
Equateur province, was arrested on 21 November 20@86 violent disturbances between
police and demonstrators outside the Supreme ©bdustice, where he had been sent by his
newspaper to cover a legal appeal Jean-Pierre Berapainst the second-round presidential
election results. According to his account, asdiseurbances began outside the building, he
picked up a mobile phone which had been dropped bgldier inside the court. When he
went to the guard post outside the court to hanthénphone, he was arrested and taken to
Kin-Maziére police station where he was accusetthaft of military effects” (‘vol d’effets
militaires’). He spent 36 days in DRGS detention, duringolhiime he was reportedly
beaten to force him to confess to being a memb#reopolitical opposition, before transfer to
the CPRK on 26 December. After trial by militarjptinal, he was acquitted of the charges
against him and released on 7 September 2007 yrigarhonths after his arrest.

Other journalists who recorded interviews with Bendv hosted talk shows in which Bemba
appeared were also targeted, especially those glsts) presenters and other media
personnel involved in one of the last and mostrowetsial television interviews with Bemba
before the outbreak of fighting in Kinshasa on 2aréh 2007 Many of the journalists
present later received threatening phone callstexidmessages. Among these vEasile
Olongo, Director of Programming at Radio Lisanga Telanisi{RLTV) in Kinshasa, who
received a number of threatening calls in whichuhiglentified caller told himYou've made
an arrangement with Bemba to insult the Presideninsult the Head of the Armed Forces.
We will deal with youi

Journalists continue routinely to be harassed oested for covering important social,
political and economic stories, even when the jalists or editors have made every effort to

®|n this interview, broadcast on 18 March, Bembeuaed the government of having made three
attempts on his life, criticized levels of corrgstiwhich he claimed had reached the “summit of the
State”, accused the presidency of “high treason”delling Congolese territory” (a reference to
Kahemba, a diamond-rich area of Bandundu provintetwhad been occupied by Angolan forces
since February 2007), and accused the then ChibkEoArmed Forces of embezzling 500 million
Congolese francs (around US $1 million) per montanded for the army.
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ensure the factual accuracy of their reporting. urdalists who publish articles that
legitimately allege abuse of power by state off&ciare especially likely to find themselves
arbitrarily summonsed or arrested by the secustyises. For exampldierre Sosthene
Kambidi was sentenced to three months in prison for a tadiadcast he made in June 2006
exposing the arbitrary arrest and beating by palica lawyer in Tshikapa, Kasai-Occidental,
and calling for police reformRigobert Kwakala was sentenced to 11 months’ imprisonment
in January 2007 for an article carried by his nexpgp which alleged embezzlement of state
funds by the then-Governor of Bas-Congo provindgoth men were granted provisional
release, but only after having spent days or weeksustody. On 26 July 2007, three
journalists and trade union activistgincent Hata, Michel Shangq and Eugene Risasi
Tambwe, who work for the DRC’s main, state-owned chanfadio-Télévision Nationale
Congolaisg(RTNC), were arbitrarily detained by GR soldietmgling the RTNC premises in
Kinshas&®® They were taken to Camp Tshatshi where they wepertedly whipped and
severely beaten. They were transferred on 28tduBRGS detention at Kin-Maziére, where
they were accused of “insulting behaviour towatdsHead of State, attempting to destabilize
the RTNC and to discredit the government”. Theseusations appear to have been
prompted by a trade union meeting the journalistd heen attempting to organize at the
RTNC. Eugéne Risasi Tambwe was released on 31 dntl/the two others released on 11
August after payment of a $US 120 “fine”.

The Kinshasa-based human rights organizatidoyrnalistes en DangefJED) which
campaigns on behalf of detained or threatened @igta and for greater press freedom in the
Central Africa region, has also been the targetnofeasing intimidation. Staff members
working for the organization have received a numifedeath threats in the last two years,
apparently from military and other state officidby, anonymous phone call, text message, e-
mail and fax. Some threats related to JED’s cagmpéor a thorough investigation into the
November 2005 murder of journalistanck Ngyke. Others followed JED’s denunciation of
the beating of journaligErnest Mukuli by GR soldiers in the city of Kisangani on 30 June
2007 and the organization’s call for a proper itig@dion into the murder on 13 June 2007 of
another journalistSerge Maheshegin the eastern city of Bukavu, including repdrtat Serge
Maheshe had been threatened by GR soldiers outisideme in the weeks before his death.
In early July, a contact warned JED that the aitieerconsidered that the organization was
“going too far” and advised senior JED staff toy‘l@w” and to “leave the country for a
while”.  On 31 July 2007, after JED publicly cledged the re-drafting by government
officials of a proposed law aimed at strengtherpngss freedoms, which reportedly had the
effect of curtailing those freedoms still furthehe Minister of Press and Information,
Toussaint Tshilombo, accused JED on television efidh an “anti-patriotic organization”
which was tarnishing the image of the DRC abro@tde Minister threatened to withdraw the

% The GR has no authority to make such arrests.
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organization’s legal status. Shortly afterwardsyéasingly concerned for their safety, senior
JED staff temporarily left the country.

The continuing pattern of intimidation and arbiyrarrests of journalists, which has shown no
sign of abating since the elections and continumgunity for these violations, contribute
greatly to a climate which places media workemnath greater risk of physical attack. Four
Congolese journalists have been murdered in théwasyears in circumstances that - despite
official investigations and, in some cases, prosecs - have yet to be satisfactorily
explained, and some of which may have been pdliticaotivated *®

7 A DENIAL OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

The human rights violations documented in this repgacluding arbitrary arrest, detention
without trial, torture and ill-treatment, extrajadil and disproportionate use of force are clear
breaches of the DRC’s own national constitutionyall as its obligations under international
human rights standards, in particular the Inteamati Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), which the DRC ratified in 1976, and theaigdn Charter on Human and People’s
Rights (ACHPR), ratified in 1987.

Article 9, paragraph 1, of the ICCPR states that:

“Everyone has the right to liberty and security pgrson. No one shall be subjected to
arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall berigef of his liberty except on such grounds
and in accordance with such procedure as are istathlby law.”

Article 6 of the ACHPR similarly prohibits arbitsaror unlawful arrest or detention. The
ICCPR goes on to provide the right of anyone wharissted to be informed, at the time of
arrest, of the reasons for arrest and to be prgmptbrmed of any charges against him
(Article 9(2)); the right to prompt appearance befa judge or authorized judicial authority
and the right to trial within a reasonable timamrelease (Article 9(3)); at the right to legal
counsel (Article 14(3)). These provisions are i&#éd in thePrinciples and Guidelines on the
Right to Fair Trial and Legal Assistance in Africadopted by the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights in May 2003.

% Franck Ngyke, political editor forLa Référence Pluand his wifeHelen Mpaka, murdered at their
home in Kinshasa, 2 November 2005uis Mwamba Bapuwa, murdered at his home in Kinshasa, 8
July 2006;Serge Maheshgjournalist for the UN-sponsoréRiadio Okapi murdered in Bukavu, South-
Kivu province, 13 June 200Patrick Kikuku Illungula , photo-journalist for thégence congolaise de
presse(ACP), shot dead in Goma, North-Kivu, on 9 Aug2@07.
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The Body of Principles for the protection of all personnder any form of detention or
imprisonment adopted by the UN in 1988, also enshrines thégaest TheBody of
Principles seeks to prevent cases in which prisoners arefoeldng periods by branches of
the security forces without having their casesawed by an independent authority. Principle
4 states:

"Any form of detention or imprisonment and all mei@s affecting the human rights of a
person under any form of detention or imprisonnsatl be ordered by, or be subject to the
effective control of, a judicial or other authority

TheBody of Principlestates that the words "a judicial or other autigdrnean a judicial or
other authority under the law whose status andréeshould afford the strongest possible
guarantees of competence, impartiality and indepece

The Body of Principlesupholds a prohibition on incommunicado detentioAn arrested
person has the right to notify family members withdelay of the arrest and place of custody
(Principle 16), the right to be visited by and twnsult, without delay, with legal counsel
(Principle 185, the right to receive visits and to communicatéhwhe outside world subject
only to reasonable conditions and restrictions gecified by law (Principle 19), and to
prompt and proper medical care in detention (Ppiesi 24 and 25).

There is a clear prohibition in all circumstances torture and other cruel inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment in the ICCPRi¢kt7), the UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Tneait or Punishment (CAT), ratified by
the DRC in 1996, and the ACHPR (Article®).

Extrajudicial executions are unlawful as are delbe killings carried out by order of a
government or with its complicity or acquiescend€CPR Article 6(1) states that “Every
human being has the inherent right to life. Thightishall be protected by law. No one shall

®" This right “may not be suspended or restricteatsa\exceptional circumstances, to be specified by
law or lawful regulations, when it is consideredigpensable by a judicial or other authority inertb
maintain security and good order”.

% The term "torture” means “any act by which sesia or suffering, whether physical or mental, is
intentionally inflicted on a person for such purgssis obtaining from him or a third person
information or a confession, punishing him for @ahlge or a third person has committed or is
suspected of having committed, or intimidating oercing him or a third person, or for any reason
based on discrimination of any kind, when such paisuffering is inflicted by or at the instigatiof

or with the consent or acquiescence of a publiciaffor other person acting in an official capgcit
CAT Article 1(1).
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be arbitrarily deprived of his life.” In 1989 théN adopted thdPrinciples on the Effective
Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbity and Summary Executionshich,
among other things, calls for investigations, pcosens of alleged perpetrators and
compensation for families in all cases of extrajiadiexecutions.

The UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearnysllaw Enforcement Officials
state that law enforcement officials, includingitaity and other security personnel exercising
police powers, shall “not use firearms against @essexcept in self-defence or defence of
others against the imminent threat of death oserinjury... and only when less extreme
means are insufficient to achieve these objectiesl that “In any event, intentional lethal
use of firearms may only be made when strictly odable in order to protect life™
(Principle 9).

The violations documented in this report are alsdieach of the DRC’s February 2006
Constitution. Article 16 upholds the right to lifsd the right not to be subjected to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment. Article 18 stateat tall arrested persons must be
immediately informed of the reasons for arrest dhe charges against them, and be
immediately informed of their rights. Detained gmrs have the right to enter into immediate
contact with their family or legal counsel and must be held in police investigative custody
for longer than 48 hours, after which time they mbe released or placed before the
competent judicial authority. All detainees muehéfit from treatment which preserves their
life, physical and mental health and dignity. Aldi 19 states that every individual has the
right to trial before a competent judge within agenable time.

Arbitrary arrest is also a crime under Article &l DRC’s Civil Penal Code, punishable by
between one and five years’ imprisonment, risinggdo 20 years’ imprisonment where the
arrest is accompanied by physical ill-treatmentooture (‘tortures corporelle§ and by life
imprisonment or sentence of death where such egugsult in the death of the victfh.

CONCLUSION

There have been some welcome recent developmetmsiling greater respect for human
rights in the DRC. In May 2007, the Minister oktinterior, Decentralisation and Security
ordered the establishment of provincial committé@smonitor human rights violations
committed by the security services. Each commitidlebe presided over by a senior police

% Death sentences are routinely passed in the DR@eivast majority of cases by military courts,
although no state executions have taken place 2i0@8. Amnesty International opposes the
application of the death penalty in all circumsesic
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officer and include a military justice official,cvil society representative, a MONUC Human
Rights Division officer and a MONUC civilian polig officer. A police headquarters unit
has reportedly been established to monitor andvioBuch cases. In June 2006, the DRC
government authorized the country’s ratification thie Optional Protocol to the UN
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhun@an Degrading Treatment or
Punishmenf?

Important legal reforms are also in process. A thaguk law on sexual violence was adopted
in July 2006 to bring DRC'’s criminal code in linatvinternational standards. The new law
includes a clear definition of rape and establisimsr alia, sexual slavery, sexual mutilation
and child trafficking as criminal offencés. A draft law incorporating the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court into national lelgtion has been awaiting parliamentary
approval since September 2005, although in July7 26@ DRC ratified the Agreement on
Privileges and Immunities of the International Grisd Court (APIC). The Ministry of
Human Rights has also reportedly in the processsudimitting a draft law for the
criminalization of torture for discussion and adoptby the Council of Ministers. Amnesty
International supports the prompt introduction ao€rs legislation and urges that it should
reflect and be entirely consistent with relevameinational standards.

Such steps, however, will not on their own leadubstantial improvement in the respect of
human rights in the DRC unless and until the newegament commits itself in practice to
delivering full reform of the security services atul eradicating entrenched impunity for
human rights violations. These two objectives nietle clear post-transition priorities for
the government and international community if thRMis finally to overcome years of
conflict and mass human rights abuse, establigata based on the rule of law, and develop
professional, politically and ethnically neutratsgty services which have the confidence of
the population.

Security Sector Reform (SSR) therefore needs tddligered promptly across the spectrum
of Congolese military, intelligence and police seeg without exceptionensuring that all
branches of the security services are brought uacesuntable state control. As long as key
security forces remain beyond effective state aunblip oversight, the human rights and
political situation in the DRC is likely to worsestill further. It is essential that forces and
units such as th&arde Républicaineas well as other government and armed group sorce
that have not so far undergone integration areitesd in the SSR programme without further
delay. Police reform should be taken forward leyeharly adoption of the relevant legislation
and implementation of the recommendations of theellliWorking Group on Police Reform
(GMRRR). Reform of the intelligence services malksto begin quickly, with an explicit

0 Loi N0.06/016 du 12 juin 2006
" Loi No. 06/018 du 20 juillet 2006.
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objective to reduce the number of intelligence agenoperating in the DRC and to clarify
the mandates and powers of those that remain. lIiggurportant is to ensure that the security
services emerge from the SSR programme with a genethnic mix and balance, and that
SSR enshrines human rights principles and safeguairttiuding extensive training
programmes for all ranks in international humaitsgand humanitarian law.

Firm action is also needed to end impunity. Donavegnments continue to devote
considerable financial and technical resourceh@d3SR programme, yet reform that leads to
genuine improvement in the conduct of the Congodesgy, police and intelligence services
is unlikely as long as no action is taken to briagustice those suspected of involvement in
human rights violations, including in the highehelons of the security services. As one
Congolese human rights activist commented whendaakeut his hopes for the introduction
of a more accountable policing service in the DRCest la méme familfe— It's still the
same family.

Amnesty International believes that internationainars, as part of their continued
engagement in the SSR programme, must insist tteatDRC government immediately
suspend from duty in the security services anyviddal against whom there are credible
allegations of involvement in serious human rightsises, until the allegations against them
can be independently and impartially investigatdthe DRC government, with international
assistance, should also establish an independdtingvemechanism to exclude such
individuals from entering the reformed securitycis pending further investigation, although
this should not delay suspension from duty andcjatliaction against those individuals
already named by UN and other independent invdgiigm The international community
should also support calls for further Internatio@aliminal Court (ICC) investigations and
prosecutions for crimes committed in the DRC tladitwithin the ICC’s mandate.

Reform of the security services also needs to lserapanied by other measures, including
especially the ending of military jurisdiction oveivilians and the reinforcement of the

civilian judicial system so that it is able to esige effective control over detention centres
and itself become fully capable of combating impyfdor human rights violations. Urgent

steps are also needed to empty the DRC prisonsolitical detainees and others who,
according to Congolese law and international humgints standards, simply should not be
there.

Efforts by the DRC parliament to investigate humghts violations by state agents, as it did
in response to the killings in Bas-Congo province3d January and 1 February 2007, are
also encouraging. Amnesty International urgesigradnt to establish an independent
parliamentary human rights sub-commission to ingatt and make recommendations on
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systemic human rights and justice issUésAreas where parliamentary scrutiny would be
particularly effective would be an examination loé tjuestion of political prisoners in DRC’s
gaols and, in relation to the March 2007 fightind<inshasa, an examination of the failure by
the state to protect civilian life and to prevdra tise of disproportionate force by the security
forces. In the interests of preventing a repeauch incidents, any enquiry should focus on
what, if any, instructions were given to the mitjtaand police units involved to prevent
unnecessary loss of life and damage to propergyliathent should also press the government
on the question of reparation, including compepsatio the victims of human rights
violations, including the March fighting.

RECOMMENDATIONS
To the DRC GOVERNMENT

A) Address detention-related violations

o Provide unrestricted and unhindered access to etltntion facilities to national
human rights NGOs and international human rightaitocs.

o0 Establish an independent national monitoring meisiarfor all detention centres.

0 End incommunicado detention and ensure that defsim@ve access to lawyers,
doctors and family members.

o0 Ensure that all detainees are transferred prongtty in any case within 48 hours
before a competent judicial authority to determihe legality of their arrest and
detention.

o Close all unofficial military, police and intelligee detention centres falling outside
the supervision of a competent and legally-esthbtigudicial authority.

o Demonstrate that arbitrary arrest and detention aotd of torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment vatl Ioe tolerated by prosecuting
any individual suspected of having committed suttbk.a

B) Address impunity
0 Suspend from duty, investigate and if sufficientnésible evidence is found bring to
trial individuals suspected of committing violat®of human rights, including those
documented in this report. This includes commasnideho may have ordered,
condoned or failed to take adequate measures vemirsuch violations.
0 Launch an independent judicial investigation inflegations of disproportionate use
of force, extrajudicial executions and other unlalvkillings, acts of torture and other

"2 Human rights sub-commissions, Al understands, baen created in some provincial parliamentary
assemblies.
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cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and otheiog®rhuman rights violations
committed during and in the aftermath the March72fighting in Kinshasa, by both
government and DPP forces.

0 Take action to protect human rights defenders bypligy denouncing and
investigating threats and other attacks againsethetivists.

o0 Ensure that victims of human rights violations havempt and adequate reparation
from the state including restitution, fair and fircéal compensation and appropriate
medical care and rehabilitation.

0 Introduce an independent vetting mechanism to ebecfoom the reformed security
services any individual against whom there are amasle suspicions of having
committed serious human rights violations, pendingher independent judicial
investigation.

C) Strengthen the accountability of the security services

o Clarify and make public the mandates of all segusérvices, especially th@arde
Républicaine(GR), the DRGS “Special Services” police, the AMRd Military
Intelligence, setting out their roles, respondiiei and limits to their powers.

o Prioritize police reform, including by adopting aimdplementing the police reform
bill as quickly as possible. Give priority, to@ the recruitment of more women
police officers and the creation of specialist plunits for child protection, witness
protection, and the investigation of crimes of s#xiplence and official corruption.

o0 Instruct all security service officers in their falvpowers. No intelligence service
officer should detain individuals accused of commneaminal offences. No military
or military judicial officer should make premedgdtarrests of civilians. The absolute
prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhumandegrading treatment or punishment,
allowing for no exception under any circumstanc®uld be clearly stated in all
disciplinary regulations and codes of conduct.

0 Bring the GR under effective state control and FAREhain of command, ensuring
that all GR units enter the army integration progre promptly. Reduce the GR
substantially, confining its activities to cleadgfined presidential protection duties.

o0 Ensure that all remaining military forces, armedugr forces and militia, including
those loyal to Jean-Pierre Bemba and Laurent Nkuexir the official process of
integration into the army or the demobilization (BDprocess without further delay.

0 Reduce the number of intelligence services. Btivgjr detention facilities under the
control of the public judicial authorities or clogem.

0 Introduce independent bodies, such as a police kdme commission or
Ombudsperson, to investigate complaints againststwmurity services, including
allegations of human rights violations and faillmg law enforcement agencies to
investigate human rights abuses. Such bodies baugenuinely independent, have
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D)

the powers and resources to conduct their own figaions, to require withesses to
appear, and be able to report publicly

Uphold rights to prompt and fair trial

Bring detainees to trial promptly before courts timgg international standards of
minimum fairness and without recourse to the deatialty or release them pending
trial.

Pending the necessary amendment of the militatycgusode, instruct all military
jurisdictions to end trial of civilians and to tsfar all such cases to civil jurisdictions.
Provide guarantees that the human rights of DPP bamsmand their families
currently being protected by MONUC in Kinshasahe tvake of the March fighting
will not be violated. These individuals shouldheit be released or, where the State
considers it has sufficient admissible evidencleriog criminal charges against them,
be brought promptly to trial in proceedings meetimgrnational fair trial standards
and excluding the possibility of death sentences.

To the DRC GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT

(0]
(0]

(0]

Ensure prompt passage and adoption of the polioenmebill.

Amend the military justice code to prohibit tria} military courts of civilians and of
military personnel accused of non-military offences

Promptly enact legislation implementing the Romet@e of the International
Criminal Court, as recommended in Amnesty Inteowi's comments and
recommendations on the draft legislation (Al Ind&kR 62/008/2004).

Introduce legislation criminalizing acts of tortuemd other cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment or punishment. Legislationukhalso include a provision
guaranteeing unrestricted, unannounced accesslbgendent human rights monitors
to all places of detention.

Ratify the International Convention for the Proiectof All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance at the earliest opportunity.

Amend the Constitution to remove the police fronfitary judicial jurisdiction.

To the DRC PARLIAMENT

(0]

(0]

Conduct a national parliamentary enquiry into theardh fighting in Kinshasa,
focussing especially on whether adequate measures taken by the authorities to
protect civilians and prevent disproportionate ofsfrce.

Establish parliamentary human rights sub-commissi@t national and provincial
levels, composed of genuinely independent persmngnquire into human rights
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violations by the security forces, monitor judici@oceedings against perpetrators,
formulate recommendations to the government andigeopublic reports of their
enquiries and findings.

To the INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

(0]

As part of continued donor support for and engagenmethe DRC’s Security Sector
Reform programmes, insist that the DRC governmeddresses impunity,
particularly among the senior command positionthefsecurity forces.

Support the creation of an independent vetting meisim for the army, police and
intelligence services, and assist the governmeits itesign and implementation.
Help provide the PNC with training in professionmallicing and human rights to
enable them to deal with crowd control and civétdibances in accordance with
international standards.

Urge the DRC government to bring all military fascéncluding the GR and armed
group forces and militia loyal to Jean-Pierre Beralpa Laurent Nkunda, into the
official national process of integration into themg or the demobilization (DDR)
process without further delay.

Support the introduction of genuinely independeatiamal bodies, such as a police
complaints commission or Ombudsperson, or parliaamgn commissions, to
investigate complaints against the security sesyiggcluding allegations of human
rights violations and failure by law enforcemenémages to investigate human rights
abuses.
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GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS AND TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Al
AMP

ANR
BDK

Amnesty International

Alliance pour la Majorité Présidentiell@lliance for a Presidential

Majority), coalition of political parties supporgnoseph Kabila’s election as
president and which forms the present government

Agence Nationale de Renseignemé@rttional Intelligence Agency)

Bunda Dia KongdAssociation of the Kongo People), an ethno-peditand
religious movement based in Bas-Congo province

Camp Tshatshi Main base and headquarters in KiastfabeGarde RépublicainéGR)
CCTV/ CKTV Canal Congo TélévisiohCanal KinTélévision Jean-Pierre Bemba’'s TV

CPRK

DPP

DRC

DRGS

ex-DEMIAP

ex-FAZ

FARDC

GMRRR

GR

ICCPR
Kin-Maziére
MLC
MONUC

PNC
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Centre Pénitentiaire et de Rééducation de Kinsl{gashasa Penitentiary
and Reeducation Centre), Kinshasa'’s central prison

Division de Protection Présidentiell@residential Protection Division), the
armed guard of opposition leader Jean-Pierre Bemba

Democratic Republic of Congo

Direction des renseignements généraux et servigasaux de la police
(Police General Intelligence and Special Servicegdbtment), known
commonly as the “Special Services” police,

Officially the Etat-major des renseignements militair@dilitary Intelligence
Headquarters), ex-DEMIAP is the common term forrttiary intelligence
service

ex-Forces armées zairoiséfermer Zairian Armed Forces), government
army of former President Mobutu, many of whose mensilare now in exile
in DRC’s neighbour state, the Republic of Congo

Forces Armées de la Républigue Démocratique du €(DRC Armed
Forces), the government army

Groupe Mixte de Réflexion sur la Réforme et la Ba&oisation de la Police
Nationale CongolaiséMixed Working Group on Reform and Reorganization
of Congolese National Police force) — a mixed maitnternational group of
experts charged with examining the present comdaidche PNC and making
proposals for its reform

Garde RépublicainéRepublican Guard), Joseph Kabila’'s presidentialrd
International Covenant on Civil and PolitiBaghts

DRGS “Special Services” police headtg@rand detention centre in central
Kinshasa

Mouvement de Libération du Conffoongo Freedom Movement), political
party of opposition leader Jean-Pierre Bemba

Mission de I'Organisation des Nations Unies en Rihgb (UN Mission in
the DRC), UN peacekeeping force

Police Nationale Congolais@ational police force
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PPRD Parti du Peuple pour la Reconstruction et la Dénatie (People’s Party for
Reconstruction and Democracy), President Josephaapolitical party.
The core member party of the AMP.

SSR Security Sector Reform, a national progranumetégrate the former
government and armed group forces into unified apolice and
intelligence services

UN coalition  Union pour la Natior{Union for the Nation), coalition of political fés
which supported Jean-Pierre Bemba in his bid ferpitesidency and which
now forms the core of the parliamentary opposi(iistinguished in the text
from theUnited Nation}
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