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UA 209/ 98 Fear of ill-treatnment / Arbitrary detention and deportation/
Possible prisoners of conscience 23 July 1998
ERI TREA Hundr eds of Ethi opi ans det ai ned or deported

Since md-June 1998, a nonth after the outbreak of a border war between
Et hi opia and Eritrea, the Eritrean authorities have detai ned and deported
hundreds of Ethiopian citizens resident in Eritrea. After allegations of
the ill-treatnment of sonme of those detained Anmmesty International is
concerned for the safety of those in custody.

Details of the identities and nunbers of those arbitrarily detained or
deported are not yet known. Additionally no access to the detainees or
pri soners of war has been given to the International Comrittee of the Red
Cross (I CRC).

The Eritrean government is denying the nass detentions and deportations of
Et hi opi an nationals though it has acknow edged the deportation of 46

Et hi opi an students fromthe University of Asmara. The exercise appears to
parallel, though on a | esser scale, the nass detention and deportation by
t he Et hi opi an governnent of people of Eritrean origin, nmany of whom were
Et hi opi an citizens resident in Ethiopia for nany years prior to Eritrea’s
i ndependence from Ethiopia in 1991

There is currently no actual fighting and nediation efforts continue.
BACKGROUND

Many of the Ethiopians detained in Eritrea had been living there for nmany
years prior to the victory in 1991 of the Eritrean People’s Liberation
Front (EPLF) agai nst the Mengi stu Hail e- Mari am government which resulted in
formal i ndependence for Eritrea in 1993. Eritrea deported about 140, 000

Et hi opi ans of non-Eritrean origin in 1991, allow ng tens of thousands of
others to remain and work in Eritrea. The recent deportees seemto be

mai nly people originating fromthe Tigray border regi on of Ethiopia and

wor ki ng in Assab port.

Ammesty I nternational has been naking urgent appeals to the Ethiopian
government concerning the detentions and deportations of people of Eritrean
origin (see UA 177/98, AFR 25/20/98, 16 June 1998 and fol |l ow ups).

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airnmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of Ethiopian citizens detained in
Eritrea after reports that some have been ill-treated in custody;

- urging that their basic human rights are respected and that they are
humanely treated in detention, including being given i nmediate access to
relatives and | awyers and visits by the International Conmittee of the Red
Cross;

- calling for themto be inmediately and unconditionally released if they
are not charged with a recognizably crimnal offence;

- urging that people are not deported w thout clear and fair procedures,
including the right to challenge the deportations through open and fair
court proceedings.

APPEALS TO
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Hi s Excel |l ency President |ssayas AfewerKi

O fice of the President

Asmara, Eritrea

Tel egranms: President |ssayas Afewerki, Asmara, Eritrea
Faxes: + 2911 125123

Sal utation: Dear President

M's Fawzi a Hashi m

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

P O Box 241

Asmara, Eritrea

Tel egrams: Justice Mnister, Asmara, Eritrea

Faxes: c/o Mnistry of Foreign Affairs + 2911 123788
Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

M Hail e Wl de- Tensae

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs
M nistry of Foreign Affairs

P O Box 190
Asmara, Eritrea
Faxes: + 2911 123788

and to diplomatic representatives of ERITREA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 Septenber 1998.



