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Further information on UA 209/98 (AFR 64/01/98, 23 July 1998) - Fear of

ill-treatnent / Arbitrary detention and deportation / Possible prisoners of
consci ence

ERI TREA Hundr eds of Ethi opi ans det ai ned or deported

Ammesty International’s secretary general and several Al sections and
Urgent Action participants have received a conmunication fromthe Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs dated 26 July 1998, referring to letters from nmenbers of
Amesty International in various countries who had participated in this
Urgent Action appeal. It said: "W are indignant that these allegations are
being levelled at the Governnment of Eritrea by Amesty Internationa

wi t hout independently checking their veracity sinply because the Governnent
of Ethiopia is fabricating outrageous accusations to cover up the gross
violations of human rights that it is perpetrating in Ethiopia".

Amesty International has replied wel com ng assurance contained in the
letter that the Governnment of Eritrea does not have a policy of deporting
Et hi opi an residents and that the latter will continue to have the right to
live and work in Eritrea. The governnent has invited to Eritrea
representatives of the International Cormittee of the Red Cross (I CRC)and
the O fice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts and has
asked themto investigate the allegations of detentions. Amesty
International has stated that the international conmunity will be
considerably reassured if the ICRCis able to provide its range of services
to the Governnment of Eritrea to ensure respect for the Geneva Conventions
in connection with the current conflict with Ethiopia, and if it is granted
access according to its nmandate to prisoners of war and security detai nees.
Simlarly the presence in Eritrea of officials of the Ofice of the High
Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights will be a commendabl e denonstration of
commitment by the Governnent to protection of human rights in the tines
ahead.

Wth regard to the situation of Eritreans in Ethiopia, Anmesty
International has inforned the Eritrean Foreign Mnister, M Haile Wl de-
Tensae, about its concerns and urgent appeals since md-June for the

t housands of arbitrary detentions and deportations and ill-treatnent of
men, wonen and children of Eritrean origin in Ethiopia (UA 177/98 and
updat es). The Ethiopian authorities have not replied to Ammesty
International’s appeals or halted the detentions and deportations.

Ammesty International has clarified that although these issues in Eritrea
and Ethiopia bear sone simlarity, the scale of proven abuses has been very
different in terns of the nunbers of people affected: the detentions in

Et hi opi a nunber sone thousands and the deportati ons have apparently
surpassed 12,000, whereas the allegations concerning Eritrea refer to a
very much smal |l er nunber.

In view of this positive response fromthe Governnent of Eritrea, we are
not asking Urgent Action participants to wite further letters to the
Eritrean authorities on this issue, except that if you wish you may reply
al ong the sanme lines as above. Amesty International is continuing its
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i nvestigations and will bring relevant information to the attention of the
Eritrean authorities.



