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ERl TREA Yosef Mohaned Ali (nm), chief editor, Tsigenay
Amanuel Asrat (m, chief editor, Zenen
Seyoum Tsehaye (nm), freel ance editor/phot ographer, forner

director of Eritrean state television

Tenmesgen CGebreyesus (n), reporter, Keste Debena
Mat t ewos Habteab (m, editor, Meqgal eh
Dawi t Habt em chael (n), assistant chief editor, Meaqgal eh
Medhani e Haile (n), assistant chief editor, Keste Debena
Dawit |saac (nm), reporter, Setit (Swedish citizen)
Fessahaye Yohannes (“Joshua”) (n), reporter, Setit
Sai d Abdul kadir (m, chief editor, Admas

The 10 journalists naned above have been detai ned i nconmuni cado wit hout
charge or trial since 18 Septenber 2001, when the independent newspapers
they work for were shut down by the government. On 31 March 2002 they began
a hunger strike, demanding a fair trial before an independent court. Three
days later they were taken fromthe police station where they were held,
and nine were noved to undiscl osed places of detention, where they are at
grave risk of ill-treatmnent.

They were detai ned because they published articles critical of the
governnent. Amesty International considers them prisoners of conscience,
i mprisoned solely because of their legitimte work as journalists.

They had been held at the 1st police station in the capital, Asmara. \Wen
t hey began their hunger strike, the authorities allegedly refused them
water. They were reportedly taken away fromthe police station in two
groups by security and police officers. Swedish citizen Dawit |saac, who
recently had surgery, was taken to hospital

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

| ndependent newspapers have been allowed to operate alongside the state
nmedi a since 1997, under tight restrictions inposed by the Press Law. In the
past two years, several journalists who have witten articles critical of

t he governnent have been arrested, charged with libel, or conscripted into
the arny during the recent war w th Ethiopia.

Bet ween them these 10 journalists worked for all eight of Eritrea’s

i ndependent newspapers, which were closed down when they were arrested. At
the sane time, 11 promi nent nmenbers of the ruling People’s Front for
Denocracy and Justice (PFDJ) party, including three fornmer Foreign

M nisters, were arrested. They had published an open letter to President

| ssayas Afewerki in May 2001 calling for denocratic reformand human rights
i mprovenents. Their whereabouts have still not been disclosed, and in
February President |ssayas Afewerki accused themof treason in the Nationa
Assenbl y.

The ei ght independent newspapers had published interviews and comentaries
on the debate devel oping fromthe open letter. Several other journalists
have fled the country followi ng these arrests.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English or your own | anguage:
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- expressing concern for the safety of the ten journalists naned above
while they are held in secret detention

- calling on the authorities to say where they are held and al |l ow t hem
access to their famlies, legal representatives and doctors of their
choosi ng;

- asking for assurances that they will not be ill-treated or force-fed to
nmake them end their hunger strike;

- calling for themto be rel eased i medi ately and unconditionally, as
prisoners of consci ence who have not used or advocated viol ence.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel |l ency | ssayas AfewerKki
President of Eritrea

O fice of the President

P O Box 257, Asmara, Eritrea
Sal ut ati on: Dear President

Fax: + 2911 125123

Bri gadi er- General Missa Raba
Conmi ssi oner of Police
Mnistry of Internal Affairs
P O Box 1223, Asnmara, Eritrea
Sal ut ati on: Dear Conmi ssi oner
Fax: +2911 122135

COPI ES TO

M Nai zghi Kiflu

M nister of Information and Culture
Mnistry of Information and Cul ture
P O Box 242, Asnmara, Eritrea

Fax: + 291 1 124647

Ms Fawzi a Hashi m

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

P O Box 241, Asmara, Eritrea
Fax: + 291 1 126422

and to diplomatic representatives of Eritrea accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 May 2002.



