PUBLI C Al Index: AMR 13/14/00

UA 261/ 00 FEAR FOR SAFETY/ LEGAL CONCERN 4 Sept enber 2000

ARGENTI NA Luis Al berto Bordon
M riam Medi na de Bordon, parents of Sebasti an Bor dén

The parents of Sebastian Bordon, an 18-year-old student who "di sappeared”
while in police care and was later found nurdered, have reportedly received
intimdating tel ephone calls and have been harassed as the trial of those
accused of killing their son began. Amesty International is concerned for
their safety.

Oral public proceedings (Juicio Oral y Publico) began in the trial on 24
August in the provincial city of San Rafael, Mendoza Province. Seven
nmenbers of the police and two civilians are charged with involvenent in the
killing of Sebastian Bordon, whose battered body was found on 12 Cctober
1997 after he had been missing for 11 days.

On 31 August, the lawyers acting on behalf of the Bordéon famly reportedly
received three anonynous tel ephone calls making references to the trial

The Bordoén fam |y have al so recei ved anonynous tel ephone calls privately,
despite being ex-directory. The caller asked for "num and dad" while police
sirens were heard in the background. Al so, on 28 August, the day when Luis
Al berto Bordon was to present his testinony to the court, nen believed to
be nenbers of the police wearing civilian clothes in a private vehicle were
reportedly watching the Bordéon fam |y hone.

Ammesty International believes that the harassnent of Sebastian Bordon's
parents is directly related to their efforts to bring to trial those
involved in his killing. The |lawers acting on behalf of the Bordon famly
have nmade a public conplaint regarding the threats and an officia
conpl ai nt has been filed before the Federal Prosecutor (Fiscalia Federal).

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Sebastian Bordoén, a 18-year-old secondary school student, was travelling on
a school trip fromthe capital, Buenos Aires, to the Mendoza Provi nce when
he went missing. He was | ast seen alive on 2 Cctober 1997 when he was |eft
in the care of the Mendoza Provincial police, having decided not to
continue the trip as he was feeling depressed. He was missing for 11 days
bef ore his body was found on 12 Cctober 1997, show ng signs of having been
severely beaten. An investigation into his "disappearance" and death was

| aunched after his parents, who had received anonynous death threats, filed
judicial conplaints.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnail
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

— expressing concern for the safety of Luis Alberto Bordén and his wife

M riam Medi na, parents of Sebastian Bordén, followi ng intimdating

t el ephone calls and the appearance of a suspicious vehicle outside their
home in San Raf ael

— expressing concern that these threats seemto be related to their |ega
efforts to find the truth about their son’s killing, and to obtain justice;
— urging that relevant and effective steps are taken to guarantee their
safety, and to ensure that those taking part in the trial can do so without
fear of intimdation
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— urging the authorities to investigate the threats and to bring the
perpetrators to justice.

APPEALS TQO

Provincial Authorities

M ni ster of Justice

M nistro de Justicia y Seguridad

de la Provincia de Mendoza

Dr. Leopol do Manuel O quin

Salta 672, Godoy Cruz

5501 Mendoza, Argentina

Fax: + 54 261 449 9083
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/ Dear Mnister

CGover nor Mendoza Provi nce

Sr. Gobernador de |la Provincia de Mendoza

Sr. Roberto Iglesias

Casa de CGobi erno

5500 Mendoza, Mendoza, Argentina

Fax: + 54 261 449 2142 or + 54 261 449 2143
Salutation: Sr. Gobernador/ Dear Governor

National authorities

M ni ster of Justice and Hunan Ri ghts

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia y Derechos Humanos
Dr. Ricardo G| Lavedra,

M nisterio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos
Sarm ento 329, 50. Piso

1041 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Fax: + 54 11 4328 5395

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Newspaper s

Provi nci al Newspaper

Diario Los Andes

Aveni da San Martin 1049

5500 Mendoza, Argentina

Fax: + 54 261 420 2011

Nat i onal Newspaper

Dario darin

Tacuari 1846

1139 Buenos Aires, Argentina
Fax: + 54 11 4309 7200

and to diplonmatic representatives of ARGENTI NA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 Cctober 2000.



