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ARGENTI NA C audi a ACCSTA (f)
| sabel FERNANDEZ (f)
Ana Maria SIVORI (f)
M guel Angel AGU RRE
C audi o RODRI GUEZ
Carl os MOTTO
Qust avo MESSUTTI
José MOREYRA
Luis Al berto DI AZ
Sergi o PAZ
Cl audi o VEI GA
Enri que GORRI ARAN MERLO
Robert o FELI CETTI

A group of political prisoners have been denied the right to appeal agai nst
their conviction (Recurso de Casaci6n). As a result, they have gone on
hunger strike, and face inmminent death or severe and irreversible health
pr obl ens.

The political prisoners naned above have been on hunger strike for 59 days
and are reportedly suffering serious health problens. Many have | ost nore
than a fifth of their normal body weight, and are suffering from severe

mal nutrition. Mguel Angel Aguirre and d audi o Rodriguez, were hospitalised
for two days because they were in a critical condition, although they have
since returned to prison. The Argentine authorities have provided the
hunger strikers with nedical care.

After 40 days of not eating, hunger strikers risk causing pernanent damage
to their health, although they may |ive another few weeks after this
turning point. Wiile their nmental faculties can remain sharp, a nunber of
physi cal problens may arise, including | oss of hearing, deteriorating
eyesi ght and ki dney probl ens.

The hunger strikers are protesting against the Argenti ne government’s
failure to grant themthe right to appeal against their sentence, as set
out in international law. They were tried in 1989 under the Law of Defence
of Denocracy (Law 23.077), which restricts the right to appeal. This |law
contravenes the Inter-Anerican Convention on Human Rights, to which
Argentina is party. In 1997 the Inter-Ameri can Conm ssion on Human R ghts
(I ACHR) called on the Argentine government to "take the necessary actions
under its constitutional system to nmake fully effective ... the judicial
guarantee of the right to appeal for persons tried under Law 23.077".

The hunger strikers are nmenbers of the Movimento Todos por la Patria
(MP), Al for the Fatherland Mowvenent. They were sentenced for their

i nvol venent in an arned attack on a nilitary barracks near Buenos Aires in
January 1989, in which several people were killed.

BACKGROUND | NFORMVATI ON

Fol | owi ng t he 1989 attack, several MIP nenbers "di sappeared” whil e others were
killed, tortured or ill-treated by the authorities. Amesty International has
repeatedly expressed concern about these human rights violations, and has
asked for those convicted under the Law of Defence of Denocracy to be granted
the right to appeal against their sentences in accordance with international
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| aw such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts (I CCPR)
whi ch says that "everyone convicted of a crine shall have the right to his
convi ction and sentence being reviewed by a higher tribunal according to | aw
(Article 14)".

On 29 May, thirteen convicted MIP nenbers began a hunger strike in protest at
not having had a fair judicial process. The strike ended on 13 July after the
governnment agreed to pass a bill, which would all owthose tried under the Law
of Defence of Denocracy the right to appeal. However, this bill was stalled
in parlianment and on 5 Septenber, the prisoners began a second hunger stri ke.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- urging that prisoners sentenced under the Law of Defence of Denbcracy are
i mredi ately given the opportunity to appeal against their sentence in line
with international |aw and | ACHR recommendati ons;

- noting with concern that the failure of the authorities to conply with
the 1 ACHR recommendations |left the prisoners believing they had no
alternative to securing their legitimte request than by going on hunger
strike;

- urging the authorities to continue to ensure that the prisoners have
access to nedical care.

APPEALS TO

Pr esi dent

Excel entisinmo Sr. Presidente de |a Republica Argentina
Dr. Fernando de | a Rda

Casa Rosada, Bal carce 50

1064 Buenos Aires C F.

ARGENTI NA

Fax: + 5411 434 43 765

Salutation: Exnmo. Sr. Presidente

M ni ster of Justice and Hunan Ri ghts

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia y Derechos Humanos
Dr. Jorge de |la Ria

Vhi sterio de Justicia

Sarm ento 329, 5 piso

1041 Buenos Aires C F.

ARGENTI NA

Fax: + 5411 4328 6038/ 6039
Salutation: Sr. Mnistro

Head of the Alianza political block
Di putado de | a Naci 6n

Dario Pedro Al essandro

Ri obanba 25 - 6°piso, oficina 620
1025 Buenos Aires C F.

ARGENTI NA

Fax: + 5411 4954 1075

Sal utation: Sr. D putado

Head of the Partido Justicialista (PJ) political block
Hurmbert o Jesus Roggero

Di putado de | a Naci 6n

Ri obanba 25 - 10°pi so, oficina 1050




1025 Buenos Aires C F.

ARGENTI NA

Fax: + 5411 4954 1097 / 4371 8535
Sal utation: Sr. D putado

COPI ES TO

Human ri ghts non-governnental organi sation
Liga Argentina por |os Derechos del Honbre
Corrientes 1785, 2EC

Buenos Aires

ARGENTI NA

Newspaper s
darin

Tacuari 1846
1139 Buenos Aires
ARGENTI NA

Pagi na 12

Avda. Bel grano 671/ 77
1092 Buenos Aires
ARGENTI NA

and to diplomatic representatives of Argentina accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 13 Decenber 2000.



