PUBLI C Al I ndex: AVMR 14/08/98
15 COctober 1998

Further information on EXTRA 76/98 (AMR 14/07/98, 13 Cctober 98)- Death
Penal ty

THE BAHAMAS Trevor Nathani el Pennerman Fi sher (EXTRA 72/98, AMR
14/ 06/ 98)
Ri chard Whods

Ammesty International has |learned with deep regret that Trevor Nathanie
Pennerman and Ri chard Wods were hanged on the norning of 15 October 1998.
These are the first executions to have taken place in The Bahamas since
1996.

Amesty International is particularly concerned that their executions have
been carried out, despite the fact that the Inter-Anerican Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts (1 ACHR) had requested that the government preserve their |ives
until a decision had been reached. These executions are counter to the
governnment of the Bahamas' obligation as a nenber state of the Organisation
of Anmerican States (OAS) to cooperate with OAS bodies, including the | ACHR
- whose functions include safeguarding the human rights of individuals, as
enshrined in the Anerican Declaration. This also contributes to undernining
the hem spheric regional mechanismfor international protection of human
rights, which has been devel oped over the |ast 50 years.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express/
airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- expressing deep regret at the execution of Trevor Nathani el Pennernman

Fi sher and Ri chard Wbods;

- expressing concern that Trevor Nathani el Pennernman Fisher and Richard
Whods were executed in spite of the fact that the Inter-Anmerican Conm ssion
on Human Rights (1 ACHR) had requested that the governnent preserve their
lives until a decision had been reached;

- expressing synpathy for the relatives of Durventon Daniels and Paul i ne
Johnson and for victinms of violent crinme and their relatives, but stating
that the death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degradi ng

puni shment which violates the right to life;

- urging the government to commute the sentences of all those sentenced to
death in the Bahamas and join the magjority of countries in abolishing the
death penalty, and as a first step, to propose and support the enactnent of
| egi sl ati on which woul d provide alternative (non-capital) penalties for

nmur der ;

- rem nding the governnent of The Bahamas of its conmitnent to the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular Article 3 :"Right to
life".

You can al so add:

- stating that the death penalty is brutalizing to all who are involved in
t he process;

- pointing out that it is arbitrary and often falls disproportionately on
mnority and underprivil eged groups, that it denies the w dely accepted
principle of rehabilitating the offender and that it does not necessarily
alleviate the suffering caused to the victinms of crine.

APPEALS TO
Prime M nister
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The Honour abl e Hubert | ngraham

Sir Cecil V. Wallace Centre

PO Box CB 10980

Nassau, Bahamas

Tel egranms: Prinme Mnister, Nassau, Bahamas
Tel ephone: + 1 242 322 2805

Faxes: + 1 242 327 5806

Sal utation: Dear Prinme Mnister

Attorney Genera

The Honourabl e Tennyson Wl i ans

Attorney Cenera

PO Box N-3007

Nassau, Bahanas

Tel egrams: Attorney Ceneral, Nassau, Bahanas
Tel ephone: + 1 242 322 1141

Faxes: + 1 242 322 2255

Sal utation: Dear Attorney Genera

COPI ES TO

The Governor GCenera

Hi s Excellency Sir Oville Turnquest
Gover nor Genera

PO Box N-8301

Nassau, Bahanmas

Tel ephone: + 1 242 22 1875

Faxes: + 1 242 322 4659

and to diplomatic representatives of the Bahamas accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY.



