PUBLI C Al I ndex: AMR 18/02/99

UA 258/ 99 Fear for safety 4 Oct ober 1999
BOLI VI A Dr Waldo Al barracin, |awer, human rights defender
Hs fanmly

Amesty International is extrenely concerned for the safety of Dr Wl do

Al barracin and his famly. Dr Al barracin, a prom nent human rights activist
and president of the organi zati on Asanbl ea Per manente de Derechos Humanos
de Bolivia, Bolivian Permanent Human Ri ghts Assenbly, was abducted and
tortured by police officers in January 1997. He and his fam |y have been
receiving death threats connected with the prosecution of a nunber of the
police officers involved.

On 24 Septenber 1999 the police officers charged with torturing Dr

Al barracin were due to appear at a hearing at the 10'" Crim nal Court
[Juzgado Décinp de Instruccién en o Penal] in the capital, La Paz. That
day the famly received an anonynous tel ephone call. The caller asked for
Dr Al barracin’s nine-year-old son by nane, and referred to the killing and
rape of a girl which had occurred a few days earlier, clearly inplying a
death threat.

On 29 Septenber the Asanbl ea Permanente de Derechos Humanos de Bolivia
wrote to Bolivia’s Mnister of Government (M nistro de Gobierno), Walter
Gui teras Dennis, denouncing the npost recent threats and calling for steps
to guarantee Dr Albarracin and his famly's safety. This was the latest in
a series of comrunications sent by the Asanmblea to the nminister on the sane
issue this year. Despite repeated calls by Ammesty International and other
human rights organi zati ons, previous death threats to Waldo Al barracin and
his fam |y have not been investigated. Mreover, three of the police

of ficers charged with Dr Al barracin’s abduction and torture remain in
active service, despite the fact that under Article 12 of the Bolivian
Constitution (Constitucion Politica del Estado) any person involved in
torture should be suspended from duty i mrediately.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Dr Waldo Al barracin was abducted on 25 January 1997 by eight police

of ficers and subjected to several hours of beatings and death threats.
Amesty International believes that his abduction and torture was connected
with his human rights work. Since then Dr Albarracin and his fam |y have
been subjected to death threats and intinmidation, and were eventually
forced to nmove hone.

The United Nations Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion has repeatedly enphasi zed the
i mportance of taking serious steps against inpunity. In particular it has
recommended that nenbers of the security forces involved in human rights
vi ol ati ons shoul d be suspended from active duty while judicia

i nvestigations are carried out, and that the suspension should continue
until investigations are conpl et ed.

Dr Albarracin and his fam |y have been the subject of a nunmber of Urgent
Actions (see UA 27/97, 28 January 1997, AMR 18/02/97 and foll ow ups: 21
February 1997, AMR 18/04/97; 19 March 1997, AMR 18/06/97; 14 April 1997,
AMR 18/07/97; 12 Septenmber 1997, AMR 18/11/97; UA 40/98, 10 February 1998,
AMR 18/01/98; and the external docunment Bolivia: Underm ning human rights
wor k, Al I ndex AMR 18/10/97, May 1997.)
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/ airnmai
letters in Spanish, if fluent, or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the |atest death threats agai nst Dr Wl do

Al barracin and his famly;

- calling for imedi ate steps to guarantee effective protection for Dr
Wal do Al barracin and his famly: this protection should allow Dr Al barracin
to continue his human rights work;

- calling for thorough and inpartial investigations into these |atest
threats, and for those responsible to be brought to justice;

- asking what steps have been taken by the authorities to investigate
previous threats against Dr Al barracin and his famly;

- expressing concern that sone of the police officers charged with Dr
Al barracin’s abduction and torture continue in active service;

- calling for the i medi ate suspension fromduty of any nenber of the
security forces inplicated in human rights violations pending the
conpletion of a full and inpartial investigation.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Excrmo. Sr. Presidente

Gral. Hugo Banzer

Pal aci o de Gobi erno

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egranms: Presidente, La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: + 5912 391216 (if voice, ask "ne puede dar tono de fax por
favor™")

Salutation: Sr. Presidente/ Dear President

M ni ster of Governnent

Sr. Mnistro de Gobierno

Sr. Walter CGuiteras Dennis

M ni sterio de Gobi erno

Av. Arce esq. Belisario Salinas

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrams: M nistro Gobierno, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: + 5912 371352/ 371334

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/ Dear M nister

M nister of Justice

Sr. Mnistro de Justicia

Sr. Juan Chahin

M ni sterio de Justicia

Pal aci o de Conmmuni caci ones Pi so 6.

Aveni da Mariscal Santa Cuz

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egr ans: M nistro Justicia, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: + 5912 356530

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro/ Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

M ni ster of Foreign Affairs

Sr. Mnistro de Rel aciones Exteriores y Culto
Dr Javier Mirillo de | a Rocha

M ni sterio de Rel aci ones Exteriores y Culto
La Paz, Bolivia

Fax: + 59 12 371155




Human Ri ghts Organi zation
Asanbl ea Permanente de Derechos Humanos, Cajon Postal 9282, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: + 5912 335715

Newspaper
Presencia, Av. Mariscal Santa Cruz 2150, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: + 5912 391040

and to diplomatic representatives of Bolivia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 Novenber 1999.



