EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 18/11/97
12 Septenmber 1997
Further information on UA 27/97 (AMR 18/02/97, 28 January 1997) and foll ow

ups (AMR 18/04/97, 21 February, AMR 18/06/97, 19 March; AMR 18/07/97, 14
April) - Fear for safety

BOLI VI A Dr Wal do ALBARRACI N, human rights defender and his famly

Concern for the safety of Dr Waldo Al barracin and his famly has been
renewed followi ng a recent disturbing incident.

On 1 Septenmber 1997 an anonynous tel ephone caller left a nmessage at the
Asanbl ea Permanente de Derechos Humanos de Bolivia, Permanent Assenbly for
Human Rights, in La Paz, of which Waldo Al barracin is President, indicating
that the latter’s 13 year-old son had been a victimof a traffic accident
and had been transferred to a nmedical centre. As his son was not at hone,
the famly started to search for himvisiting the local hospitals in La
Paz. He was finally |ocated unharned.

Dr Al barracin has presented a witten conplaint to the Mnistry of
Governnment, and Amnesty International understands that he has received
assurances fromthe authorities regarding the safety of his famly.
However, the organization is not aware that any investigation has been
opened into this recent incident.

Ammesty International is appalled at the | ack of action by the Bolivian
authorities to thoroughly investigate previous threats against Dr

Al barracin and his fam |y, including anonynous tel ephone threats agai nst
his children. The organi zation believes that the continuing canpai gn of
threats and harassnent agai nst Wal do Al barracin and his fanmly is related
to his public and peaceful work on behalf of human rights in Bolivia.

FURTHER BACKGROUND

A new governnent | ead by President General Hugo Banzer took office on 6
August 1997. While an investigation into the attack agai nst Wl do

Al barracin in January 1997 (see original UA) was undertaken by the

Conmi ssion of Constitution, Justice and Judicial Police of the Chamber of
Deputi es (Comi sion de Constitucion, Justicia y Policia Judicial de la
Honor abl e Canara de Di putados), under the previous governnent, Amesty
International is concerned that the findings of the Conm ssion were not
consi dered by the Chanber of Deputies before the Parlianentary recess.
Ammesty International is also concerned that reports of further death
threats agai nst Wal do Al barracin and his fam |y have not been investi gated.
(See also Bolivia: Underm ning human rights work, AWMR 18/10/97, My 1997).

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmai
letters in Spanish, English, French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at this new harassment against the Al barracin famly;
- asking the new governnment to thoroughly investigate this and previous
incidents and to nake public the nmethod and outcone of the investigation
and urging that those found responsi ble be brought to justice;

- stressing the inportance of the consideration by the Chanber of Deputies
of the outcome of the investigation carried out by the Conm ssion on the
attack against Wal do Al barracin in January 1997.



APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Excmo Sr. Presidente

Gral. Hugo Banzer

Pal aci o de Gobi erno

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egrams: Presidente, La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: + 5912 391216 (if voice, ask “nme puede dar tono de fax por favor”)
Salutation: Sr. Presidente / Dear President

M ni ster of Governnent

Sr. Mnistro de Gobierno

Sr. CGuido Nayar

M ni sterio de Gobi erno

Av. Arce esq. Belisario Salinas

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egranms: M nistro Gobierno, La Paz, Bolivia
Faxes: +5912 371334

Salutation: Sr. Mnistro / Dear Mnister

Presi dent Lower House

Sr. Presidente de |a Camara de Di putados

Dr. Hormando Vaca Di ez

Pal aci o Legislativo, Plaza Mirillo,

La Paz, Bolivia

Tel egranms: Presidente, Camara Di putados, La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: +5912 392178 (if voice, ask “ne puede dar tono de fax, por favor”)
Sal uti on: Honorable Presidente / Dear President

COPI ES TO

Human Ri ghts Organi zation

Asanbl ea Per manente de Derechos Humanos
Caj on Postal 9282

La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: +5912 327761

Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of the Chanmber of Deputies
Presi dent e

I ng. Roberto Mbscoso

Pal aci o Legislativo (edf. anexo)

La Paz, Bolivia

Faxes: + 5912 377590

and to diplomatic representatives of Bolivia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 October 1997.



